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Baptisms – Normally we celebrate baptisms of infants 
twice a month after our Noon Mass on Sundays, but with no 
Noon Mass let alone no public Masses or a while that changed 
a little. We had no infant baptisms in the parish from mid-March 
until the beginning of June. Since then our baptisms slowly 
started up again and in August and September we have been 
catching up a bit with baptisms being celebrated almost every 
Sunday. One other change has been that normally we would 
have from two to four children baptized at each service but 
at this time we have been only having one family at a time to 
minimize the number of households that may be present and 
accommodate concerns of the families. 

First Communions – We had scheduled the First Com-
munion for our second graders to be celebrated at all of our 
Sunday Masses the weekend after Easter, March 18-19, but 
again our quarantine didn’t allow that this year. Instead, we 
wanted to celebrate it as soon as possible after we resumed 
public Masses, but also allow a few weeks so that we would 
be comfortable with our new practices at Mass and so most 
of the families would feel safe participating in the services. The 
weekend of June 13-14 was chosen because it not only fit our 
other concerns, but was also the Feast of Corpus Christi, the 
Body and Blood of Christ. Having families sign-up for which of 
the Masses they would attend allowed us to distribute them 
throughout our five Sunday Masses. Some of the families chose 
to delay a little longer and we have been welcoming those chil-
dren with their First Communions at various Masses over the last 
few months.

Confirmations – Our parish normally goes down to the 
Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis for the bishop to confirm our 
8th graders during the Easter Season, this year it had been 
scheduled for the 25th of April. Not only did this date have to 
be canceled but it was recognized that rescheduling all of the 
Confirmations for the Cathedral, including appropriate social 
distancing, would cause extreme delays. Instead, the archbish-
op gave local pastors faculties to confirm the children from their 
own parishes and we celebrated the Confirmations here in our 
church, giving families the dates of Tuesday June 23rd or Sat-
urday July 11th as options when they and their sponsors could 
come. This resulted in ou r numbers being confirmed from the 
parish being a little lower than normal, as those confirmed on 
July 11th will be counted in next year’s numbers. Social distanc-

ing requirements still required us to limit the number that would 
attend from each family, but the size of our church also provided 
a place where St. Patrick’s parish from Wentzville could come 
and celebrate their confirmations in just two services instead of 
the five they were considering they would have needed if they 
had stayed in their church.

Weddings – There have been a variety of responses to 
the limitations imposed by COVID-19 for weddings. The con-
cerns were that not only would there be a limited number who 
may be able to attend the wedding itself, but also the reception 
venues had various limitations, and predicting what this would 
be months in advance is not easy. Some chose to proceed with 
their weddings even when the restrictions only allowed 10 peo-
ple at the service, with possibly having a larger reception when 
relaxed restrictions would allow. Others chose to postpone 
everything. The size of our church allows sufficient numbers 
to gather for most weddings even with restrictions, but some 
reception venues are still limited or closed. Some weddings 
scheduled for April through June chose to reschedule to this 
Fall or next year, let us hope these couples’ relationships are 
strengthened through the challenges they are facing.

Funerals – It has been very difficult for families not being 
able to have their normal gatherings and funeral services at the 
death of their loved ones. For a few months we were only able 
to have ten people at any services, and many chose to delay 
and have a Memorial Mass at a later date. Still today maintaining 
social distancing and limiting embraces challenge the normal 
means we use to support one another when a loved one dies, 
and many of the elderly who might visit at wakes or funerals are 
still practicing strict quarantines as they are particularly suscep-
tible to the virus. Being able to livestream our funeral services 
has been a true blessing. All are encouraged to be especially 
conscious of using the different means of communication avail-
able to keep in touch and support one another, particularly at a 
time of loss.

Livestreaming – During the COVID-19 pandemic, we are 
blessed to have the technology to live-stream our weekly Sun-
day Mass and other various events. Live-streamed Masses —for 
many of us—have become the ‘new normal’ to limit our risk of 
exposure to the virus. Currently, since the new school year has 
begun, we are also live-streaming the Tuesday, Wednesday, and 

the parish and Montessori school had already made some cost 
saving reductions in staff earlier in the year. This resulted in our 
Personnel expense of $2,908,835 being less than our budget-
ed amount of $3,002,204. Our expenses for supplies were only 
slightly down from what was budgeted, but our Fees & Services 
were down over $70,000 and our Occupancy expenses were 
down over $110,000. We had already planned to spend less 
this year on Fees & Services, but the reduction in our parish 
and school activities due to the virus provided additional sav-
ings. Two large reductions in our Occupancy expenses were 
a reduction of $68,000, mostly due to less frequent cleaning 
services require, and $25,000 lower utilities bills, both mostly 
due to the shutdown.

The net income for our Parish went down about $87,000 
from our previous year, but with all effects of the virus, especial-
ly the $135,000 reduction in our Sunday Offertory, and our net 
expenses also being down, this result should still be consid-
ered an improvement over the last year. Our school, which is a 
critical mission for the children of our parish, greatly improved 
financially. A year ago, the school required $593,000 of support 
by the Parish, and this past year they only required $352,000, 
significantly less than even the $455,000 of support that we 
had budgeted. Our PSR, Teen programs, and Preschool have 
all required less financial support from the Parish, with the Pre-
school on the path to being self-sufficient, if it had not been for 
the virus. The Montessori program again required significant 
parish aid. As we put together the plan for the 2020-21 school 
year, we concluded that the tuition necessary to make the 
Montessori program self-sufficient would have been too high 
for most families, and this program was discontinued.

Overall, while we did end the fiscal year with a deficit, it was 
significantly less than we had expected. The changes that we 
have made should place us on the path to a surplus instead of 
a deficit in future years, and that will allow us to build some cash 
reserves. And while the effects from the virus are still signifi-
cant and a concern, the expected forgiveness of the PPP loan 
(which is not yet reflected in the financial statements) allowed 
us to keep our valuable employees during the quarantine, while 
starting this coming year with some cash reserves.

Thank you again for your generous support. I realize I can 
only provide limited details on these pages, so feel free to ask 
me any other questions.

Yours in Christ,
Fr. Nick
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Thursday 8:00am daily school Masses as only some students 
are at Mass due to restrictions, other classes who would nor-
mally be present in church attending Mass, can now join us 
virtually. 

This way of connection has been especially helpful during 
the times when we were celebrating all of our beautiful and holy 
sacraments mentioned this year as we could only allow limited 
numbers in our church building during these celebrations.

When unable to physically receive the Eucharist, the 
Church has always advocated the practice of “making 
a spiritual Communion” outside of Mass. St. Alphonsus 
Liguori’s prayer anticipates a future reception of Com-
munion; he does not propose it as a forever substitute:

“My Jesus, I believe that you are present 

in the most Blessed Sacrament. I love You 

above all things and I desire to receive  

You into my soul. Since I cannot now receive 

You sacramentally, come at least spiritually 

into my heart. I embrace You as if You were 

already there, and unite myself wholly  

to You. Never permit me to be separated  

from You. Amen.”

Homebound Catholics feel some connection to the par-
ish when they watch Mass on TV. So the growing recourse 
to live-streaming Masses may appear as a reasonable interim 
means to keep parishioners connected to their parish priests, 
parish community and the parish celebration of the Mass. 
However, our hope is that those of us who view live-streamed 
Masses during these challenging months will be able to return 
to celebrate Mass together again when risks for the virus di-
minish, county and diocesan restrictions can be lifted, and all 
our parishioners can feel safe again. 
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Every year the parish submits to the archdiocese a summary of the number of people in the 
parish as well as the yearly sacramental records called the Status Animarum. This gives 

us a snapshot of some parish activities throughout the year. A summary of this report for the 
past year follows:

 
Numbers by themselves tell us only a small part of the story. This last year, as with most 

parts of our life, COVID-19 has had a significant effect on all of our sacraments this last year, 
both in numbers and in how we could celebrate them. The following are some off the differenc-
es we experienced last year.

RCIA – Every year I look forward to the Easter Vigil as we celebrate Christ’s resurrection 
and also are able to welcome into the church and offer the sacraments to those in our Right of 
Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA). With a limit of only 10 people including all ministers at our 
services that week we knew it wasn’t going to happen that day. Our public Sunday Masses 
resumed the weekend of May 23-24. While able to gather publicly again we were limited to 
25% of our normal occupancy and had to incorporate numerous different practices to assure 
safe social distancing and minimize the likelihood of spreading the virus by touch. We had been 
hoping to celebrate the sacraments for those in RCIA on Saturday May 30th, which was the 
Vigil Mass for the Feast of Pentecost, but being only the second weekend with our new prac-
tices and not knowing what to expect in the number of people who would be coming to Mass 
and how smoothly the different practices would work, we decided to delay one more week and 
celebrated the baptism, receptions into the Church, Professions of Faith, Confirmations and 
First Communions for nine parishioners on Saturday June 6th.

Fall 2020

2 Annual Parish  
Financial Report

4 Re-aligning Education 
for 2020

5 Religious Education: 
Responding to the 
Needs of All

continued on page 6

403 N. Main St. | O’Fallon, MO 63366
(636) 240-3721 | www.assumptionbvm.org

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday  

9:00am in Church,  
Vigil Mass 5:00pm  

in Church

Sunday  
8:00am, 10:00am, Noon, 

5:30pm (Life Teen, All 
are welcome)

Daily Mass  
Monday–Friday: 6:30am 

& 8:00am in Church

Perpetual Adoration 
24 hours a day,  

seven days a week

Reconciliation  
Mon–Fri: 7:30am–7:50am  

in Church

 Sat. 4:00pm–4:45pm  
in Church

Due to the Covid pandemic,our usual 
M-F 6:30am Daily Masses and 9:00am 

Saturday Mass at the St. Joseph Chapel 
are now being held in our Church until 

further notice.
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LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday: 9:00am in Church, Vigil Mass 5:00pm in Church

Sunday: 8:00am, 10:00am, Noon, 5:30pm (Life Teen, All are welcome)
Daily Mass: Monday–Friday: 6:30am & 8:00am in Church

Perpetual Adoration: 24 hours a day, seven days a week
Reconciliation: Mon–Fri: 7:30am-7:50am in Church

 Sat. 4:00pm–4:45pm in Church

Due to the Covid pandemic, our usual M-F 6:30am Daily Masses and 9:00am Saturday Mass  
at the St. Joseph Chapel are now being held in our Church until further notice.

Registered  
Households

3,258
Total # 

of Catholics

9,269
Baptisms

63  
total

First  
Communions 

110

Weddings

12

Professions of Faith 

10
Funerals

63

Confirmations

76

56 infants (0-6)
5 children (7-18)

2 adults
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