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“?Que es amor?,”

Nineteen. Nineteen times the word “love” is proclaimed
in our scriptures this Sunday. We are beloved and God is
love. And yet God’s love eludes us. How can this be?
A social worker tells the story of her ministry with a homeless shelter
where all the residents have been abused, many of them by the very people
who were most responsible for confirming God’s unconditional love flowing into the hearts of all God’s children, through the hearts of the faithful.
A six year old girl who should have known only love her whole life, yet
had known nothing of love, approached and asked, in Spanish, “?Que es
amor?,” “what is love?” Telling that child nineteen times that God is love
would not make a difference. Only an act of love can bring the healing
needed to be the answer. We recognize the tragedy of a child living without love; our hearts are so ready to love her, to find a way to bring healing
and peace. And then, there is us. What have we known of love? Given
the circumstances and the difficulties of the work of becoming human in
this troubled world of ours, I suspect all of us could use another ounce of
trust, another sign of hope, another glimpse of faith, another gift of unconditional love.
Maria Montessori understood that our lives are grounded in God, therefore
grounded in love. The human person is created only for love, ready at all
times to receive unconditional love. She said, “Is it not a characteristic of
love, that sensibility that enables a child to see what others do not see?
That collects details that others do not perceive, and appreciates special
qualities, which are, as it were, hidden, and which only love can discover?
It is because the child’s intelligence assimilates by
loving, and not just indifferently, that he can see the
invisible. This active, ardent, meticulous, constant
absorption in love is characteristic of children.”
Jesus has taught us we must be like little children if
we are to inherit the kingdom of God. In the sacrament of Baptism we trust our new birth into Christ.
Our whole life is a longing for what was clear in us
from the beginning, we are God’s beloved.
Jesus invites us to trust God’s love, not just one of nineteen words in the
scriptures; God’s love is poured out in Christ Jesus who suffered, died and
was raised from the dead. We have the capacity to remember this first
love. We can help each other reveal God’s love in the world. We can
practice loving. Like Peter, we can open our hearts to people who are different from us. Like John, we can extend this love of God to one another.
And we can respond to Jesus’ invitation to friendship. Each day, let us
choose love. Together, in love, let us bring Christ to the world.

Fr. Mitch

Holy Family . . . Pray for us

Paul VI Institute:

This Week At Assumption
Sunday, May 6
RCIA
8:00am Hall C
Hospitality Weekend
After all Masses Parish Center
New Member Registration
After Noon Mass Parish Center
Life Teen
7:00pm Hall C
Monday, May 7
CRHP Men
7:00pm Rooms D & E
Finance Committee
7:00pm Meyer 2
CRHP Continuation Committee
7:00pm Multipurpose Room
Tuesday, May 8
Bible Study with Fr. Mitch
9:30am Meyer 2
K of C Queen of Hearts
5:00pm Hall C
Perpetual Help Devotions
6:15pm Chapel
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Tuesday, May 8 (continued)
PSR May Crowning
6:30pm Church
Liturgy Committee
7:00pm Meyer 2
Wednesday, May 9
RCIA
6:00pm Meyer Combined
Thursday, May 10
Women’s Group
6:00pm Hall C
CRHP Women
6:30pm Meyer Combined
Legion of Mary
7:00pm Rooms D/E
Friday, May 11
6-8th Grade Mixer
7:00pm Parish Center
Saturday, May 12
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
5:00pm Church
Sunday, May 13
Life Teen
7:00pm Hall C

GREAT FREE ADULT
EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY:
Paul VI Institute of Catechetical and Pastoral
Studies offers courses to adults seeking a greater
understanding of the Catholic faith. Classes are
offered online and in classrooms at various locations around the Archdiocese.
Because Assumption BVM subscribes to the
Paul VI Institute, these classes are free to ALL
PARISHIONERS of Assumption. Don’t miss
this GREAT opportunity!!
Some of the courses this summer are: ONLINE:
Catechism I Basic Catholic Doctrine; Catechism
III Foundations of Catholic Morality; A Survey
of World Religions; The Lord’s Prayer: A Biblical Theological, Spiritual Commentary, etc.
CLASSROOM: Social Responsibility in the
Age Division; Meet Mary Our Mother; Teaching
Religious Education to Children, etc.
For further information on courses please visit
our website: archstl.org/paul6 ., or call Paul VI
at 314-792-7450.

Holy Family . . . Pray for us

Seven Sisters
Apostolate:
One Holy Hour,
One Priest,
Each Week,
One Heart of
Prayer

Mass
Intentions
Sunday, May 6
8:00am Grace Bittick
10:00am Gen, Bud & David Schwane
12:00pm People of the Parish
5:30pm Kathy Kinkead
Monday, May 7
6:30am Francis Geisz
8:00am Edward Schoenherr
Tuesday, May 8
6:30am Ralph & Shirley Humphries
8:00am Andy Thornhill
Wednesday, May 9
6:30am Sr. Mary Judith Orf
8:00am Larry Danbom
Thursday, May 10
6:30am Sr. Loretta Sigler
8:00am Rev. Theodore Pieper
Friday, May 11
6:30am Jim Boedeker
8:00am Elizabeth Siesennop
Saturday, May 12
9:00am Sr. Mary Hubert McQuinn
5:00pm Madlyn Krzan
Sunday, May 13
8:00am Margaret Rothermich
10:00am Pauline A. Kveton
12:00pm People of the Parish
5:30pm Bette Lee Warta
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The Seven Sisters Apostolate of Assumption is looking for women (and
men) who would like to pray for our priests. Seven Sisters is made up of
teams of women who commit to praying a Holy Hour on a distinct day of
the week for a particular priest, preferably in the presence of the Blessed
Sacrament – either in an Adoration Chapel or in front of a Tabernacle – but
not restricted to the parish of which the Seven Sister is a member. Although
the core teams are made up exclusively of women, men we can use your
help also as subs and to provide additional hours of prayer. If you are interested in helping to give this gift of prayer to our priests please contact Kim
Lawry at 314-283-8514 or kimlawry@yahoo.com.
Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center will be here on Sunday, May 20, to accept your donation of the Gift of Life! Please
plan to join us in the Parish Center 9:00am – 1:30pm. We will
be accepting platelet donations at this drive. If you ar e interested in donating platelets, please contact Mary Anne Robinson at 636294-6841 or 636-541-2823. We look forward to seeing you there!

Assumption Fall Festival Team Needs YOU!!
The Fall Festival Committee is made up of volunteers
from our parish who donate time and talent to make this
event happen year after year.
We currently have several captain positions open on our
committee and are in need of parishioners to fill these positions. Not only is this a great way to meet new people
and become involved in our parish community, but your
participation will help ensure our Parish’s largest event is
a success!!
Please contact Aaron Bruns at 913-620-8830 for more information.

ALL ARE WELCOME! PLEASE COME AND
PRAY FOR PEACE AND
YOUR SPECIAL INTENTIONS.

The Rosary and Perpetual Help Devotions;
every Tuesday at 6:15pm in the Chapel.
We need you to help continue
these important prayers.

Holy Family . . . Pray for us
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Save the Dates!

Summer Youth Ministry Events:
Project Life Work Camp - June 10-15 ($175)
Steubenville Conference - July 20-22 ($100)
Please email Phil at phil.assumptionym@gmail.com for
more info or to reserve a spot!"

CALENDAR
Sun May 6 - Life Night (Hall C) 7pm
Wed May 9 - WORD Wednesday (Meyer Room) 7pm
Sun May 13 - NO Life Night: Happy Mother's Day!
Wed May 16 - WORD Wednesday (Meyer Room) 7pm
Sun May 20 - Life Night (Hall C) 7pm
Wed May 23 - WORD Wednesday Road Trip
(Location TBD)
Sun May 27 - Life Night (Hall C) 7pm
@assump on_LT
@assump on_life_teen
Assumption Life Teen Group

Readings for the Week ~ May 7 - 13
Mon: Acts 16:11-15; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Jn 15:
26 — 16:4a
Tues: Acts 16:22-34; Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8; Jn 16:5-11
Wed: Acts 17:15, 22 — 18:1; Ps 148:1-2, 11-14;
Jn 16:12-15
Thu: St. Damien de Veuster
Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-9; Eph 1:17-23 or
Eph 4:1-13 [1-7, 11-13]; Mk 16:15-20 (for
Ascension); otherwise Acts 18:1-8;
Ps 98:1-4; Jn 16:16-20
Fri: Acts 18:9-18; Ps 47:2-7; Jn 16:20-23
Sat: Acts 18:23-28; Ps 47:2-3, 8-10; Jn 16:23b-28
Sun: The Ascension of the Lord
Acts 1:15-17, 20a, 20c-26; Ps 103:1-2,
11-12, 19-20; 1 Jn 4:11-16; Jn 17:11b-19; or,
for Ascension, Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-9;
Eph 1:17- 23 or Eph 4:1-13 [1-7, 11-13];
Mk 16:15-20

Since Easter our neophytes have met several times with
team members to share their experience of “new life” Neophyte : One who is initiated at the Easter Vigil. The term
comes from the Greek word meaning new plant, as in a
new sprout on a limb/branch. (The Evangelization Station
RCIA Glossary of terms) At Sunday 8:00 Mass the neophytes gather with the faithful and take their rightful place
in the Eucharistic assembly. The readings from the Lectionary which are proclaimed at these Masses are specially geared to reflecting on the relationship between the
sacraments and the Christian life which the newly initiated have embraced
This is an important period of reflection by the newly initiated with their parish community. The formation and
teaching continues during this time, in order to help them
become incorporated into the full life of the Christian
community. This period is called Mystagogy and concludes at Pentecost.
It is important to note that this stage may be the end or
final stage of the RCIA process, but it is only the first
stage of the rest of their lives as a fully active and participating member of the Catholic Church.
Mystagogy means getting into mystery.
Who reads mysteries? What is the plot?
The task of this period is simply to help us cultivate what
has already been planted. You can’t do this by simply
going out the doors on Holy Saturday night and go on
your way. Conversion does not end with the initiation but
keeps on going.
They, as well as our community, have been renewed in
mind, tasted more deeply the sweetness of God’s word,
received the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, and grown to
know the goodness of the Lord. Unfolding the meaning
of these sacraments leads to a deeper understanding and
reverence for the mystery of God in Christ, the mystery
into which we all are baptized.
No matter how often or how deeply we explore the mystery its fullness is never exhausted. We continue to thank
the Assumption parish community for your prayers and
guidance during our process. You have truly walked with
them on their journey to new life in Christ!

Assumption Parish Appreciation Dinner/Dance 2018, Save the Date: September 15
This year the Parish Appreciation Dinner Dance has been changed from the second Saturday in June to
Saturday, September 15th. The Dinner/Dance is free to all parishioners 21 years and older. It includes
a delicious dinner, dancing and fellowship with other parishioners and friends. Please mark your calendars to attend this enjoyable event in September!

St Francis . . . Pray for us
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Baptismal Preparation - Catechists
Mission Statement: W e are partners with
parents sharing wisdom and knowledge
regarding the particulars of the Sacrament
of Baptism so they may pass along their
Catholic values to their child and embrace their role as
their child’s primary faith educator.
Do you have a willingness and a gift to want to share faith
with others? If so, please pray about being a Baptismal
Catechist! We can assure you that sharing in the life of
faith you have already experienced, will be a blessing for
young families as they make a decision to baptize their
children. Training will be available on June 13th beginning 7:00pm! Contact: Misty Koenig, 314-249-6092.

Pretty Simple
The message of Jesus is
not really complicated.
Not always easy, but not
complicated: Love God
and one another. And in
this love you will find joy, and that joyful giving will bear
much fruit.
The 2018 Annual Catholic Appeal, Tell Y our Story, features story after story of the bold witness of generosity
and mercy, sacrifice and charity, love and joy.
Please take a moment, go online to see the stories love
and joy. You can also tell your story, using #catholicstl.
And please consider a gift to the A ppeal when asked.

Women of Assumption, you are invited!
We hope to see you at the upcoming
Women’s Group events for
faith, fellowship and fun!

UPCOMING EVENT
May 10:

Join us at 6:00 pm as the
Sisters of the Most Precious
Blood teach you the history
and take you on a tour of
Please note: This event will take place
an hour earlier than the normal 7 p.m.
start time at the St. Joseph Chapel of
the Sisters of the Most Precious Blood,
204 N. Main Street in O'Fallon.

Girl Scout Service Project: Pet Donations
Assumption 8th Grade Girl Scout Troop 457 needs your help!! We are working to get our Silver Award. We have donation boxes located downstairs of church and the school entrance. We are looking for books about pets for all reading levels, pet toys, dog and cat food (wet and dry), bedding, rope, and gently used sweatshirts, long sleeved t-shirts, towels,
blankets, etc. We are collecting now through May 6th and will be present before and after all masses that weekend.

St Francis. . . Pray for us
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Join us at

Assumption’s Vacation Bible School!
June 11 - 15, 9am - 12pm
Registration is open
through May 6th!!

At Splash Canyon VBS your children
look into the Bible and learn that all
God’s Promises are “Yes!” in Jesus! Kids
confidently celebrate that our faithful
God is with us on life’s wild ride. God
saves us through Jesus and gives us life
and hope every day and forever. We are
going to have a blast diving into daily lessons, songs, skits, faith formation, snacks,
and more.
Register your children or grandchildren to attend our parish’s Vacation Bible School online
at www.assumptionvbs.com
Participant Registration Information – All children age 4 (entering Pre-K 4) to those entering
5th grade for the 2018-2019 school year are invited to join us for an adventure on Assumption’s
campus. $35 for the first child and $25 for each additional sibling. This includes one CD of music
per participant family, participant t-shirt(s), snacks, crafts, and classroom supplies. Registration is
open through May 6th.
Volunteer Information – Service hours are available for our youth!
Counselors in Training (CITs) ar e needed to make our week a success. CITs should be enter ing 6th
grade thru senior year in high school and must attend one mandatory 2018 training class (May 20th from
1:30 pm – 3 pm or June 1st from 7 pm – 8:30 pm). Each CIT will receive a t-shirt and will have the opportunity to earn service hours by being mentors to the VBS participants during our week of fun.
Adult Volunteers ar e also needed for pr epar ation dur ing the months befor e VBS as well as wor king
the week of VBS by running stations and classrooms with other adult team members along with a team of
CITs. More detailed information on the different volunteer opportunities available can be found on our
website at www.assumptionvbs.com Childcare is available during VBS week for any adult volunteer’s
children aged 6 weeks to 3 years with age appropriate activities planned throughout their day. Any volunteer over 18 years old must be Protecting God’s Children certified by June 1st.

Please visit our website for more information at www.assumptionvbs.com and contact
636.240.1020 or vbsassumption@gmail.com with any questions.

St Vincent DePaul . . . Pray for us
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Helping Our Neighbors In Need
Mary, through no fault of her own, lost her job, then her home. She was living in her car and cleaning up as best she
could in public restrooms, before her job interviews. She felt hopeless. Because of your generosity Saint Vincent DePaul was able to provide Mary a motel room and food. She soon got a job as an Assistant Manager of a shoe store, recently moved into an apartment, and now has the stability we strive for. But, wait, there’s more! Experiencing the blessings of God, she now gives back. Last week, we were blessed to witness a once homeless woman give another homeless
woman brand new shoes and coats for her children.
Almost daily, we experience the generous love and support of you, our parishioners, and our school children, which
makes it possible for us to help those in need. Often, when the need seems almost overwhelming we experience a Godmoment that reminds us He is in our midst, changing lives and bringing hope to the hopeless. You make a difference in
the lives of so many people with your prayers and generous gifts and we THANK YOU!
Saint Vincent de Paul

St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry needs You!
Next week, May 12/13 is St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry week. In March, 24 families received much needed
food because of your generous support. At this time the
pantry needs are as follows:
NEED: Pancake mix, pancake syrup, jelly, granola bars,
crackers, applesauce, toothpaste, toothbrushes, liquid dish
soap, toilet paper, paper towels, cleaning supplies.
WE ARE OVERSTOCKED ON: corn, green beans, peas.
Grocery gift cards are always appreciated and allows
families to purchase milk, eggs, fresh produce, etc. The
pantry collects NON-PERISHABLE items only.

PSR Catechists Needed
Do you hear a calling to share your love of Christ? PSR
needs catechists for the 2018-2019 School Year. Current
openings include 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 6th, 7th and 8th grades. A
small stipend is offered. Please call Ann Marie for more
information. (636)240-1020 or email to abvmpsr@yahoo.com.

Thank you for your continued support!

St. Therese of Lisieux was only a teenager when she entered the convent. Like many young people, she was unsure of her talents and how she should serve God and others. All around her were nuns who had special abilities or were
strong leaders. She wondered what her special gift was.
In prayer, she came upon this passage from Paul’s letter to the Corinthians: “Set your desires
on the greater gifts. And I will now show you the way which surpasses all others … If I have
not love, then I am nothing.” (1 Cor 12:31-13:3). She came to realize that love was her special
calling.
In her autobiography, “The Story of a Soul,” she writes:
“Then, nearly ecstatic with the supreme joy in my soul, I proclaimed:
O Jesus, my love, at last I have found my calling: my calling is love.
Certainly I have found my proper place in the Church, and you gave
me that very place, my God. In the heart of the Church, my mother, I
will be love …”

St Vincent DePaul . . . Pray for us
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Acts 2:2-4 – “And suddenly there came a sound from
heaven as of a rushing
mighty wind. . . . And there
appeared unto them cloven
tongues like fire, and it sat
upon each of them. And
they were all filled with the
Holy Spirit.”

All Are Invited To Wear Red
Pentecost Sunday, May 20th

FALL RETREATS – 2018!
Women’s Retreat – SEPT. 8/9
Men’s Retreat – SEPT 22/23

For more information about these amazing
retreats please know that there will be team
members downstairs after each Mass this
weekend to answer any questions.
+They will be handing out a
small gift for you to take home+
Contact: Women’s Retreat – Sharon Aubuchon at
saubuchon@centurytel.net or 636.544.1490
Men’s Retreat – Greg Rackers at
greg.rackers@gmail.com or 636.357.7901

On May 20th the Church celebrates the great feast of
Pentecost! We celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit
who empowers us to live and love as Jesus, utilizing
His very power in this world. The color for Pentecost
is red and you will see the priests wear red vestments. We invite everyone to wear red on May 20
if you can do that easily, as an outward sign of our
inward openness to the Holy Spirit and belief in His
power among us.
Whether you are able to wear red or not, may people be able to see in our lives the very power of the
Holy Spirit alive in our hearts!

The Bible Teaches It
(Mal 3:10-12)

We Believe It
(Acts 4:32-36)

Our Gifts to
God
and Parish

God Honors It
(Gn 14:18-20)

TITHING

Envelopes (483)& On Line

Loose
Total

July 1 -April 15 2018

$
$
$

$
34,958
$
2,304
$
37,262
Needed to sustain our mission

1,467,666
51,649
1,519,315
1,512,000

Loan Balance as of 03/31/2018: $1,818,240
It takes an average weekly collection of $36,000 to sustain our parish mission.
“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another
as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” 1Peter 4:10

Harper Pillman
Daughter of Steven & Kelly Pillman
David Flake
Brother of Mary McLaughlin

Cathy Ann Wohldmann
Sister-In-Law of Dennis & Liz
Wohldmann

We are grateful to you for your presence, your participation,
and your financial support of Assumption Parish.

April 15, 2018

Please Pray for the Repose
of the Soul of:

Aaron Strunk
Nephew of Clarence, LaVerne &
Rosella Schneider
Antoinette Lazarz
Aunt of Sharon Rinearson
Ray Franklyn
Husband of Linda Franklyn

St Monica . . . Pray for us
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Ma y 6, 2018 - Sixth Sunday of Easter
ACTS 10: 25-26, 34-35, 44-48; PS 98: 1-4; 1 JN 4: 7-10; JN 15: 9-17
The First Reading from Acts begins with Cornelius falling at Peter’s feet. Peter lifts him up and
says, “In truth, I see that God shows no partiality. Rather, in every nation whoever fears him and
acts uprightly is acceptable to him.”
Cornelius was likely the inspiration for that statement. St. Cornelius is a significant person in the
Acts of the Apostles. A documented centurion in the Cohors Italia, he is considered by most Bible researchers as
being one of the first Gentiles converted to Christianity.
The message, however, applies to all of us, as most of us are indeed Gentiles. It is made clear that Cornelius was a holy and generous
man. However, he did not receive the Holy Spirit until he had heard the Gospel from Peter and responded to it. That is what each of
us is called to do as well. If we allow the Lord to be an important part of our lives, God will do everything for those who are willing
to receive Him.
This reading then reports, “While Peter was still speaking these things, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who were listening to the word.”
St. Peter is later criticized for entering the house of a Gentile, eating, and then baptizing Cornelius, but in Acts 11 Peter responds, “If
then God gave them the same gift he gave to us when we came to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to be able to hinder
God?” God is there for all of us, but we must receive Him and open our lives to Him. Excerpts from: Catholic Diocese of Wichita

K of C Queen of Hearts Raffle
The Knights will be holding their “Queen
of Hearts” drawing for
May 8th in the

A

P

C

.

The jackpot for Tuesday
will be $12,900!!
(Hall C) Doors open at 5:00pm, drawing is at 6:30pm.

To All the Parishioners of Assumption,
On behalf of the Pillman Family, we would like to
thank all who participated in the funeral Mass and
Luncheon, for our granddaughter Harper Pillman.
Your kindness and generosity was so greatly appreciated, and you all should be very proud of your
parish family.
Thank you and God Bless you all!
Mark & Sue Preis

Night at Busch Stadium
The Sisters of the Most Precious Blood annual fundraiser, Night at Busch Stadium, will be held Friday, June 1. The
Cardinals will play the Pirates at the 7:15 game. Tickets for seats in sections 127-130 are $50 and bus transportation is
available from O’Fallon for $15. To download a ticket order form, go to www.cpps-ofallon.org or call 636-240-6010.
CELEBRATION
OF THE MASS
Weekend Masses

Saturday

9:00am

Vigil
Sunday

5:00pm
8:00am
10:00am
12:00pm
5:30pm

(Motherhouse Chapel)

Daily Mass

Weekdays 6:30am
(Motherhouse Chapel)

8:00am

Morning Prayer
Weekdays 7:30am
Chapel

RECONCILIATION
Thursday 6-7pm (Chapel)
Saturday
4:00–4:45pm
BAPTISM
2nd and 4th Sundays of each month at
1:15pm. Required Preparation Class.
Call 240.3721 ext 235 to register.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL
636.272.4758 (Helpline)
CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE
Those preparing for marriage should contact
the parish office at least one year in advance.
One party must be a registered member of
Assumption and living an active, practicing
Catholic life. Contact Angie at the Parish
Office, ext 235 (Tuesdays and Thursdays).
RITE of CHRISTIAN INITIATION
of ADULTS
(RCIA) Process through which adults are
initiated into the Catholic Church by Baptism or Profession of Faith. For information
Missy Lowrey 314.630.3983.
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION
Religious instruction in the Catholic faith.
Call 636.240.1020 for information or to
register.
CATHOLICS RETURNING HOME
For inactive Catholics returning to Church.
For more information call Steve King,
699.9961 or Dee King 734.3437.

MINISTRY OF CONSOLATION
For one-on-one grief support, contact Kris
Bohn at 636.795.2611, and for information
regarding our grief support series, which is
held twice per year, contact Lynn Crews at
294.0821.
OFFICE INFORMATION
403 N Main Street
O’Fallon MO 63366
636.240.3721 Parish Office
636.272.3838 Fax
Office Hours - Weekdays 8:30am–4:00pm
ASSUMPTION SCHOOL
636.240.4474
BULLETIN NOTICES
Submit to Parish Office
(peggy.assumption@yahoo.com)
by Tuesday 9:00am
WEBSITE
www.assumptionbvm.org
facebook.com/@assumptionmedia
assumptionparish
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