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Excerpt from: Dr. Tom
Wagner’s June 24, 2018 a icle from The Sunday Morning
Caf : “People Sculpting”
A little less than a year after John Harry came into the world, Lisa had to go
back to work. And so, unlike his first-born sister, my second-born son had to
learn to drink from a bottle. When John Harry was born, it was determined
that she would nurse him during her months of maternal leave, but we would
formula feed him when she went back to work.
That decision created an opening for many father and son moments like the
one that occurred on a camping vacation when my boy was a little less than a
year old. Just as the nocturnal animals were tucking themselves in for the
day, my son awoke to the symphony of birds inviting us to come out of our
tent and play. Patiently, his chubby little body rested on my left arm, while my
right arm prepared his bottle over a camp stove. I’m not saying that I always
greeted his early morning stirrings with enthusiasm. I have discovered over
the years that it is more often a sense of duty, than fickle fleeting feelings, that
propels proper parenting. But what I have also found, is that once the snowplow of parental conviction pushes fatigue aside, space is created for deep
bonding.
After filling up on a warm mixture of formula, and affection, John Harry nestled into my shoulder as I picked up my bible and prayed through the readings
of the day. The Gospel, like this Sunday’s Gospel selection, was all about a
dad (i.e. Zechariah) and his baby son, who shared the same name as my boy
(i.e. John). The line from this Sunday’s reading, that jumped out at me
eighteen years ago, was the universal
question on the heart and mind of
every reflective dad with a baby on
his arm, “What will this child
be?” (Luke 1: 66a). I found myself,
like John the Baptist’s dad, Zechariah,
praying a heartfelt benediction over
this pudgy little bundle (Luke 1: 6879).
When my family awoke, I invited them to come with me to a scenic overlook
near our campsite. Standing on that holy ground, his big sister, his mother,
and I touched his feet to the ground, and poured water over them as we
blessed him and the unfolding journey that lay ahead of him.
Continued on next page...

Holy Family . . . Pray for us

July 1, 2018

People Sculpting cont...
Now, you may be thinking, “Stuff like that is fine for frustrated priests like Doctor Tom, but what’s this
have to do with me?” It seems to me that, like Zechariah, each and every parent exercises a priestly mission relative to their children. It doesn’t have to be something so dramatic as a sacramental reminiscent of
Baptism, performed on a scenic over-look. Every single meal over which a loving parent presides, has a Eucharistic or
Sabbath dimension to it. Each and every meal prayer, each and every bedtime prayer, every sacred ritual, whether explicitly religious or not, communicates divinity.
In graduate school, I learned the importance of ritual in the formation of family identity and the identity of family members. Ritual brings order out of chaos. It sooths and grounds children and adults alike. It silently communicates what is
valuable to family members. Naturally, my graduate studies got me to reflecting upon the sacred words and rituals that
my own family utilizes. I’ve heard it said that the least wrong thing you can say about God is that “God is love” (1Jn
4:8). The ways that a family ritually communicates love, then, is a kind of liturgy that little-by-little sculpts a soul into
the image and likeness of the One who is love itself.
When my children were little, my wife would hug from one side, I’d hug from the other, creating a child sandwich. Lisa would say, “I’m the bread.” I’d say, “I’m the bread.” The child would say, “I’m the peanut butter and jelly.” With that, Lisa and I would make little munching sounds on and around the child’s head, creating enough laughter
and delight for everyone involved in the “huggle” (i.e. a family term for when more than two hug). I believe that such
homey (and sometimes homely) little rituals as these, perform a kind of pre-evangelization. When a child, who has
been through a few hundred rituals like this, and later hears about a God who delights in them, it is not a stretch for
them to grasp it. Down in their bones, they know what it is like to be the object of a father or mother’s delight.
What are the sacred words and rituals that communicate love in your family, in your marriage, in your community, or in
your friendships? As children age into adolescents, have those words or rituals changed? In my family, when our kids
started circling adolescence, the peanut butter and jelly ritual sometimes elicited an eye roll, and the observation, “Isn’t
it a little strange that this peanut butter and jelly sandwich is eating itself?” (We acknowledge the point, but continue to
push through the playful resistance).
Who has sculpted your soul through repeated rituals of forgiveness, repair, affection, and love? Where are you exercising your priestly function through sacred words and ritual acts of love?

-Fr. Mitch

This Week At Assumption
Sunday, July 1
Life Teen
After the 5:30pm Mass Hall C
Monday, July 2
Finance Committee
7:00pm Meyer 2
CRHP Continuation
7:00pm Multipurpose Room
Tuesday, July 3
No Scripture Study with Fr.
Mitch
Perpetual Help Devotions
6:15pm Chapel

Wednesday, July 4
NO Life Teen
Parish Office Closed
Thursday, July 5
Legion of Mary
7:00pm Rooms D/E
CRHP Women
7:00pm Meyer Combined
Sunday, July 8
Life Teen
After the 5:30pm Mass Hall C

Come join us for the ultimate feel-good fun musical
show, at the Robert G. Reim Theatre in Kirkwood
(The Stages) on Sunday, August 19, 2018.
This enchanting tale of love between mothers and
daughters, laughter between old friends, and a celebration of newly found family is a guaranteed nonstop party that you won’t want to miss. See why 54
million people all around the world have fallen in
love with this pop-music phenomenon. Call Bev
Raske if interested. 636-485-7979
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Mass
Intentions
Sunday, July 1
8:00am Elizabeth Leutkenhaus
10:00am Raphael Mennemier
12:00pm People of the Parish
5:30pm Elizabeth Leutkenhaus
Monday, July 2
6:30am John Tucker
8:00am Margie Kreinheder
Tuesday, July 3
6:30am Joan Burkemper
8:00am Robert Achelpohl
Wednesday, July 4
8:00am Zach Gasich
Thursday, June 5
6:30am Vocations
8:00am Henry Roloff
Friday, July 6
6:30am Vocation to the Priesthood and
Religious Life
8:00am Duane Manor
Saturday, July 7
9:00am Sr. Joan Schnorbus
5:00pm Joanne Murphy
Sunday, July 8
8:00am Daniel Muntges
10:00am Frank and Betty Ryan
12:00pm People of the Parish
5:30pm Debra Halloran
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4th of July Information and Changes
Due to the Holiday the following
changes have been made:
~~ There will be no Parish Registration on July 1st.
~~We will not have Hospitality Sunday on July 1st
~~There will be NO 6:30am Mass on Wednesday, July 4th
~~We WILL have 8:00am Mass on Wednesday, July 4th, but
Mass attendees will have to exit the parking lot to the LEFT
ONLY
~~ The Parish Office will be closed on Wednesday, July 4th

Road Closures due to Independence Day
Celebration, on Wednesday, July 4th:
Civic Park Drive, from Woodlawn Ave to Main Street will be
closed starting at 7:00 am.
Main Street from Elm Street to Tom Ginnever, starting at 8:30 am.
Tom Ginnever Ave from Main Street to T.R. Hughes starting at
9:00 am.
***The Annual Heritage and Freedom Fest Parade will
kick off at 9:30 am on Wednesday, July 4th

Save the Date!

Assumption’s “Evening of Appreciation”
September 15, 2018

It’s for you!

NOMINATIONS NEEDED FOR NEW PARISH COUNCIL
Our current Parish Council is approaching the end of its three-year term. I am so very grateful to the members
for their prayerful leadership and great care for our parish mission. Now is the time for new leadership to come
forward as our Parish Council members discern where God is calling them next in ministry as disciples of Jesus.
If you are interested, please nominate yourself soon via email to me (doyen.assumption@gmail.com) or abvmparishcouncil@gmail.com. You are also encouraged to nominate others whom you believe are good leaders
of our parish mission; we will reach out to them and encourage them to accept the nomination. In September,
we will host an orientation for all nominees to assist them in their discernment. Once nominations are confirmed, in October, we will consult with the Holy Spirit and draw the names of the next Parish Council who will
serve for a three-year term.
If you have any questions, please contact me, any member of the current Parish Council or one of our Pastoral
Team. God bless you in your own journey as a disciple of Christ.

Fr. Mitch
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Steubenville Conference July 20-22 ($100)
Please email Phil at
phil.assumptionym@gmail.com
for more info or to reserve a spot!"

CALENDAR
Sun July 1: Life Night (Hall C) - 7pm
Wed July 4: NO WORD Wednesday (4th of July)
Sun July 8: Life Night (Hall C) – 7pm
Wed July 11: WORD Wednesday (Meyer Room) – 7pm
Sun July 15: Life Night "Water Olympics" – 7pm
Wed July 18: WORD Wed. Road Trip "Bowlero" – 7pm
Sun July 22: NO Life Night (Steubenville Conference)
Wed July 25: WORD Wednesday (Meyer Room) - 7pm
Sun July 29: Life Night "Senior Send-off" (Hall C) - 7pm
Wed August 1: WORD Wednesday (Meyer Room) - 7pm
Sun August 5: Life Night "Leaving Your Mark" - 7pm
Wed August 8: WORD Wednesday (Meyer Room) - 7pm
@assump on_LT
@assump on_life_teen
Assumption Life Teen Group

Readings for the Week ~July 2 - 8
Mon: Am 2:6-10, 13-16; Ps 50:16bc-23;
Mt 8:18-22
Tue: St Thomas
Eph 2:19-22; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Jn 10:24-29
Wed: Am 5:14-15, 21-24; Ps 50:7-13, 16bc-17;
Mt 8:28-34 or, for Independence Day, any reaings
from the Mass “For the Country or a City,” nos.
882-886, or “For Peace and Justice,” nos. 887-891
Thu: St. Elizabeth of Portugal, St. Anthony Zaccaria
Am 7:10-17; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 9:1-8
Fri: St. Maria Goretti
Am 8:4-6, 9-12; Ps 119:2, 10, 20, 30, 40, 131;
Mt 9:9-13
Sat: Am 9:11-15; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14; Mt 9:14-17
Sun: Blessed Virgn Mary
Ez 2:2-5; Ps 123:1-4; 2 Cor 12:7-10; Mk 6:1-6a
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Our new, Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary School Principal: Pat Hensley

Dear Assumption Families,
I am blessed to be part of this vibrant school and parish! Each day I meet students, parents, teachers, and
parishioners who believe in Catholic education and fill
my ears with the joy of being part of the Assumption
family. My hope is that, with all of the faith-filled faculty and staff, we will continue educating our students
in light of our Catholic Faith and mission to “Learn,
Love, and Live Christ”.
I have been fortunate to serve in Catholic elementary
and secondary schools throughout the St. Louis Archdiocese, as well as in the country of St. ChristopherNevis in the West Indies. As an educator, I have also
taught in the Catholic Leadership Program at St. Louis
University and in the Math and Computer Science Department at Webster University. For me, providing
purposeful faith formation and a strong academic program develops our children into the Catholic leaders
and citizens of tomorrow.
I look forward to meeting you throughout the coming
year!
Blessings,
Pat Hensley

NOW HIRING: Assumption Cafeteria

Food Server/Prep. This position will be serving food and
preparing food for students lunches, from 9:00am 1:00pm, Monday - Friday. If you are interested or have
any questions, please call Ann Orr at 314-623-5980.

St Francis . . . Pray for us
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Stewardship is
Not a program
Not a fundraising campaign
Not an empty buzzword

A Way of Life!

Stewardship is using our Time, Talent, and Treasure to build God’s Kingdom.
All three elements are equally important.

Stewardship entails a process of continually renewing and recommitting oneself to God. The practice of stewardship is:
returning a portion of one’s time, talent and treasure back to God in gratitude for the gifts He has given us, assists us in
living out the call of the New Evangelization -- which “invites each Catholic to renew their relationship with Jesus and
His Church” (USCCB).
Catholics from around the world, inspired by the spiritual rewards of stewardship, are growing in their faith and living it
out more fully on a daily basis. Our parish community has adapted A Stewardship Way of Life. There are three phases of
stewardship which are: Stewardship of Time, Stewardship of Talent, and Stewardship of Treasure.
Living a Stewardship Way of Life, requires us to put Jesus Christ first in our lives and to live every aspect for the glory
of Him. It requires us to give of our Time, Talent and Treasure. Only giving one or two aspects makes us incomplete. It
is only in giving of our entire self does one come to realize the graciousness and mercy of our Lord. We walk by faith as
we share in Jesus’ vision. Stewardship is seeing things and living as Jesus intends. What you are is God’s gift to you…
what you become is your gift to God! We are a vibrant parish, where believers are actively living as Disciples of Jesus
Christ. So, let us honor Mary, and continue her mission in bringing Christ to the world, by living: A Stewardship Way of
Life.

Save the Date s ~FALL RETREATS – 2018!
Women’s Retreat – SEPT. 8/9 ~~~ Men’s Retreat – SEPT 22/23
For more information about these amazing retreats please know that there
will be team members downstairs after each Mass this weekend to answer
any questions.
Women’s Retreat – Sharon Aubuchon at saubuchon@centurytel.net or
636.544.1490
Men’s Retreat – Greg Rackers at greg.rackers@gmail.com or
636.357.7901

St Francis. . . Pray for us

AUGUST 10th, 2018
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St Vincent DePaul . . . Pray for us

SVDP Food Pantry
Next week July 7/8 is St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Sunday. Because of your support,
16 families were helped with
food deliveries in May. But that
need has doubled in June. Since the end of the
school year, children qualifying for school
meals are left without. At this time, the pantry
is low on:
Chicken Helper, Tuna Helper, crackers, applesauce, sugar, flour, pasta sauce, instant
mashed potatoes, canned fruit, powdered milk,
coffee, ketchup, pasta sides (in box or bag),
toilet paper, paper towels, cleaning supplies,
liquid dishwashing soap, laundry detergent.
We do not need the following as we are heavily
stocked on: corn, green beans, peas, canned
tuna, canned chicken, Mac-n-cheese, pasta noodles.
Grocery store gift cards are always appreciated
as it allows families to purchase fresh milk,
eggs, produce, etc. Thank you for your generous support.
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5k & 1 Mile Fun Run/
WalkAugust 18
Please join us for our annual Assumption Crusader 5k or 1 mile
fun run/walk on Saturday, August 18th. The 5K starts at the
Assumption School Parking lot
at 8:00 am, the 1 Mile Fun Run
starts at 9:00 am. The race benefits Assumption’s School and
Church. The 5K race is timed. Awards for all finishers 10 and under
and winners of the 5K. All participants will receive a dri-fit shirt,
food, beverages, and beer (for those 21 and over) after the race, plus
your runner bag with goodies.
Sign up early and save! http://www.fleetfeetstlouis.com/racing/
highlighted-races/crusader-run
The Crusader Run offers something for everyone, all ages and all
fitness levels! If you ar e not a r unner or walker you can still take
part, volunteers are needed, email us at rscottwilcox3@gmail.com to
help out.
Entry Fees:
5K - $25 on or before July 20th, $30 starting July 21st until race day.
1 Mile - $20 on or before July 20th, $25 starting July 21st until race
day.

33 Days To
Morning Glory!
July 10 - Aug. 14
In preparation for our parish feast day, we will once again
be offering 33 Days to Morning Glory by Father Michael
Gaitley, MIC. This 6 week, small group retreat will begin
in July. If you have not done a Marian Consecration
please come and discover the gifts Our Blessed Mother
has to offer you. If you have done a Marian Consecration
in the past, please join us to dive deeper into your Marian
devotion in preparation for the Feast of the Assumption.
Sessions will be on Tuesday evenings, July 10- Aug 14, in
Hall C, following the Rosary and Perpetual Help Devotions. Please RSVP to Kim Lawry at 314-283-8514 or
kimlawry@yahoo.com.

St Vincent DePaul . . . Pray for us
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Thirteenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time WIS 1: 13-

15; 2: 23-24; PS 30: 2, 4-6, 11-13;
2 COR 8: 7, 9, 13-15; MK 5: 21-43

“Your abundance at the present time should
supply their needs, so that their abundance may
also supply your needs.” This is the fourth time
in 2 Corinthians, chapter 8 that St. Paul addresses the issue of giving. What Paul is trying to explain is that the motivation for giving should be similar to God’s motivation for gifting
us. In the passage which constitutes today’s Second Reading Paul
says, “As you excel in every respect, in faith, discourse, knowledge,
all earnestness, and in the love we have for you, may you excel in
this gracious act also.”
In the original, Paul uses the old Greek word charis to describe the
giving to which he is making reference. We can probably see that the
roots of that word are very much the same as the roots of the word
“charity.” Giving and sharing are definitely the work of God’s grace
in us. In fact, our motivation should be very much the same as that
of the Lord. He gives to us because of Who He is, not because of
what or who we are.
We, too, must give if we wish to show holiness, or to at least aspire
to it. That is also what we mean when we say that we are all called to
stewardship, to be good stewards. It is one thing to be faithful, but it
is another to give. At times we may think there are too many collections, but it is the results of these opportunities to give which support
the Church’s work both locally and around the globe.

Matching Gifts Program –
FREE MONEY!

All Boeing, Tyco, McDonald Corp,
Verizon, Well Fargo, Bank of America,
First Data, Home Depot, Monsanto, IBM,
Merrill Lynch, MasterCard, UPS, Ameren
employee, and retirees!!!
Did you know that these companies offer
a matching gift program for private elementary schools and Assumption School
qualifies? Did you know that. . . by designating your weekly contribution to the
school and with the matching gift funds
Assumption School receives, the parish
subsidy for the school is reduced? If you
work or are retired from one of these
companies, please consider taking advantage of their matching gift program.
For more information please contact Jim
Hager in the parish office at 636.240.3721
Ext 225.

~ Excerpts from: Catholic Diocese of Wichita

The Bible Teaches It
(Mal 3:10-12)

We Believe It

Our Gifts to
God
and Parish

(Acts 4:32-36)

God Honors It
(Gn 14:18-20)

TITHING

Mary Aleksa
Grandmother of Jack Lowrey

We are grateful to you for your presence, your participation,
and your financial support of Assumption Parish.

June 10, 2018
Envelopes (453)& On Line

Loose
Total

July 1 -June 10 2018

$
28,000 $
$
4,000 $
$
32,000 $
Needed to sustain our mission

1,729,168
63,622
1,792,790
1,800,000

Loan Balance as of 05/31/2018: $1,784,082
It takes an average weekly collection of $36,000 to sustain our parish mission.
“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another
as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” 1Peter 4:10

Please Pray for the Repose
of the Soul of:

Dawn Thornton
Wife of Joe Thornton
Mother of Payton Thornton
William Roberts
Husband of Dolores Roberts

St Monica . . . Pray for us
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NO JULY New Member

K of C Queen of Hearts Raffle

Registration Today

The Knights will be holding their
“Queen of Hearts” drawing for July 3rd
in the Assumption Parish Center.
(Hall C) Doors open at 5pm,
drawing is at 6:30pm.

If you would like to register before the
August registration please contact
Lynn Crews at 314-578-0741 or email:
lynncrews721@gmail, to set up a time to register.

‘Annie’ -St. Dominic High School~ June 29-30

St. Dominic High School’s Crusader Summer Players are
proud to present Annie! This production features performers in grades 4-12
from throughout our area, including
Assumption’s own:
Savannah Lamb, Jacob Moore,
Lindsey Moore, McKenzie Nelson,
Grace Rackers, Caleb Stoddard,
Faith Wagner.
Shows are at 7 pm on Fri, June 29, and Sat, June 30 in St.
Dominic’s Performing Arts Center. Order tickets online:
stdominichighschool.regfox.com/annie

The Annual Immaculate Conception Dardenne Rummage Sale sponsored by American

Heritage Girls Troop 1880 is coming. Early Bird Sales
with a $5 admission will be on Friday, July 20th from
5pm-8pm with regular sales on Saturday, July 21st from
7am-2pm. Proceeds help support Troop 1880 and the
St. Vincent DePaul Society.

CELEBRATION
OF THE MASS
Weekend Masses

Saturday

9:00am

Vigil
Sunday

5:00pm
8:00am
10:00am
12:00pm
5:30pm

(Motherhouse Chapel)

Daily Mass

Weekdays 6:30am
(Motherhouse Chapel)

8:00am

Morning Prayer
Weekdays 7:30am
Chapel

RECONCILIATION
Thursday 6-7pm (Chapel)
Saturday
4:00–4:45pm
BAPTISM
2nd and 4th Sundays of each month at
1:15pm. Required Preparation Class.
Call 240.3721 ext 235 to register.

“Friends” Trivia Night-St Charles Borromeo
To benefit Kentucky Children’s Hospital Hematology/
Oncology Clinic. Saturday, July 21 6:30pm. Please
contact Kristen Meyer at kameyer17@icloud.com for
more details

Reminder: There will be NO Bible Study
on Tuesday, July 3. We will resume on
July 10

CRHP Fellowship BBQ

All men and women that have been on or
thinking of attending a Christ Renews His
Parish (CRHP) retreat are invited for some
drinks and BBQ after the 10:00 and noon
masses on July 15th. Patio area outside of
Hall A. We hope to see you there.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL
636.272.4758 (Helpline)
CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE
Those preparing for marriage should contact
the parish office at least one year in advance.
One party must be a registered member of
Assumption and living an active, practicing
Catholic life. Contact Angie at the Parish
Office, ext 235 (Tuesdays and Thursdays).
RITE of CHRISTIAN INITIATION
of ADULTS
(RCIA) Process through which adults are
initiated into the Catholic Church by Baptism or Profession of Faith. For information
Missy Lowrey 314.630.3983.
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION
Religious instruction in the Catholic faith.
Call 636.240.1020 for information or to
register.
CATHOLICS RETURNING HOME
For inactive Catholics returning to Church.
For more information call Steve King,
699.9961 or Dee King 734.3437.

MINISTRY OF CONSOLATION
For one-on-one grief support, contact Kris
Bohn at 636.795.2611, and for information
regarding our grief support series, which is
held twice per year, contact Lynn Crews at
294.0821.
OFFICE INFORMATION
403 N Main Street
O’Fallon MO 63366
636.240.3721 Parish Office
636.272.3838 Fax
Office Hours - Weekdays 8:30am–4:00pm
ASSUMPTION SCHOOL
636.240.4474
BULLETIN NOTICES
Submit to Parish Office
(peggy.assumption@yahoo.com)
by Tuesday 9:00am
WEBSITE
www.assumptionbvm.org
facebook.com/@assumptionmedia
assumptionparish

July 1, 2018

CHURCH NAME AND ADDRESS
Assumption Church #083750
403 N. Main Street
O’Fallon, MO 63366
TELEPHONE
636 240-3721 EXT 221
CONTACT PERSON
Peggy Brewer
SOFTWARE
Adobe X
Windows XP
PRINTER
Toshiba e-Studio 4555
TRANSMISSION TIME
Wednesday 4:00
SUNDAY DATE OF PUBLICATION
July 1, 2018
NUMBER OF PAGES SENT
1 THROUGH 11
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

Please send 1400 copies of the bulletin!

