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The Holy Family
Every year we celebrate the beautiful Feast of
the Holy Family. This year it was celebrated on
Friday, December 30, because there was no
Sunday between Christmas and New Year’s
Day. The Holy Family, Jesus, Mary and
Joseph, is a model for us in our faith journey. Mary and Joseph dedicate
themselves completely to bringing Christ to the world, surrendering their
own plans to God’s will for the salvation of the world. Jesus rests in his
mother’s arms, learns from Joseph the values of prayer, study and work;
then he too surrenders his life for our salvation, so that his spirit may be
poured into our hearts.
I am becoming more and more convinced that following the example of the
Holy Family is the only way we can find true happiness, the joy which
comes from faith in Christ Jesus. Sometimes the beautiful ministries of our
church are vulnerable to the hustle and bustle of our culture. We can get so
caught up in the many things which need to be done that we neglect the only
things that matter. As we begin a new year together, let us commit to the
important things and trust that God will take care of us. Just as the wise
men travelled far from their homes to meet Jesus, the light to the nations, so
can we leave our hectic lives to pay attention to the presence of Christ waiting to be brought to the world through our faith. So here is the pledge I ask
all of us to make:
1. Spend at least ten minutes alone in quiet prayer every morning,
surrendering the day to the Lord.
2. If married, spend at least five minutes in prayer with my spouse every day; the Rosary can be a great help to this commitment.
3. Spend at least five minutes in prayer with my whole family every
day; lifting up those in need and praying the Memorarae can be a
great help to this commitment.
4. Read one chapter of Matthew Kelly’s Resisting Happiness, or
another spiritual book, every day.
5. Attend Sunday Mass with my family every week.
Now, here is the important truth about these simple commitments: Nothing
else matters. Our commitment to pray for and with each other as a Parish
Family must be our first priority. Let us ask Mary, Joseph and Jesus to
assist us in our effort to follow their example. Fr Mitch

Holy Family . . . Pray for us

This Week
At Assumption
Sunday, January 8
Prayer Ministry
All Masses Church
Hospitality Sunday
All Masses Hall A/B
New Member Registration
Noon Mass
Baptism
1:15pm Church

Monday, January 9
School Board
7:00pm Conference Room

Tuesday, January 10
PSR
6:00pm Church
Perpetual Help Devotions
6:30pm Chapel
CRHP
7:00pm Hall C
Liturgy Committee
7:00pm Meyer Room

Wednesday, January 11
MOP’s
9:15am Parish Center
Bible Study (Fr Mark)
10:00am Sophia House
PSR
6:00pm Church
Stewardship Committee
6:00pm Conference Room
Youth Group
7:00pm Hall C
St Vincent DePaul
7:00pm Meyer Room

Thursday, January 12
Confirmation Parent Meeting
7:00pm Church

Saturday, January 14
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
5:00pm Mass

Sunday; January 15
RCIA
8:00am Hall C
Sunday Preschool
10:00am School

January 8, 2017

Christ Renews His Parish
Winter Retreats
Christ Renews His Parish is a process designed to make us
more aware of God’s presence in our daily lives.
This renewal experience allows us to discover how our
walk of life is interwoven with our journey of faith.
Lindsey Riley had this to say about her experience… “The
Christ Renews His Parish Women’s Retreat is something different to
each person that attends. For me, CRHP was a lot of things; it was
a quiet weekend away from the kids, a moment full of prayer and
renewal, and an opportunity to make new friends. These things are
all wonderful, but most importantly CRHP was where Christ truly lit
the fire of faith within my heart.
The CRHP experience gave me the time and tools I needed to break
through the chains that held me captive. The renewal was overpowering, and I knew from that weekend on I would be forever changed.
The experience made me recognize what is important in life, and
allowed me to let go of the rest. I left the weekend feeling refreshed,
free of guilt, and an overwhelming sense of joy. I took away a new
lookout on life that was centered truly around Christ. I still have a
lot of work to do in my faith journey, but because of CRHP I know
that God will continue to pick me back up each time I fall down. I
no longer have to sink deeper and deeper into doubt and depression
because I know the amazing Mercy our Father has to offer us if we
only choose to follow him.
What a sense of relief it is to just let go of our anxieties and let God
lead. I hope that each lady reading this will just take a moment to
think about what you want out of life, and how you plan to get there.
I trust that if you allow the Holy Spirit to enter into your mind and
your heart you may be surprised where it might lead you.”
How would you like to begin the year 2017? How about renewing
you relationship with Jesus… and YOUR parish!
Women’s Retreat – Jan. 21/22: Contact: Diane Reynolds –
314.941.8331 or
dianereynolds03@gmail.com
Men’s Retreat – Feb. 11/12: Contact:
Jason Thomas – 636.332.8191 or
jthomas1027@gmail.com
Reserve your spot – TODAY!
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One interesting custom for Epiphany is for families to ask God's blessing on
our own homes. The ritual calls for parents to mark, with blessed chalk, the
main entrance door with the initials of the Magi and a code of the current
year. This year's mark will be: 20 + C + M + B + 17
The numbers stand for the year in which the blessing is inscribed (2017). The
letters stand for the names traditionally given the Magi who found the Christ
Child: Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar. They are also an abbreviation for
the Latin blessing: Christus mansionem benedicat, or "Christ bless this dwelling." Blessed chalk and holy water will be available after Masses this weekend.
The Blessing: Gather your family at the main entrance to your home.
All make the sign of the cross.
Parent: "Let us praise God, who fills our hearts and homes with peace.
Blessed be God forever."
Family: "Blessed be God forever"
Parent or reader: (reading from Sacred Scripture) "And behold, the star that
they had seen at its rising preceded them, until it came and stopped over the
place where the child was. They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on
entering the house they saw the child with Mary his mother. They prostrated
themselves and did him homage." Matt 2:10-11
Parent or guardian imparts the blessing: "Lord God of heaven and earth,
You revealed Your only begotten Son to every nation by the guidance of a
star. Bless this house and all who inhabit it. Fill them with the light of Christ,
that their concern for others may reflect Your love. We ask this though Christ,
our Lord."
Family: "Amen"
Then the parent sprinkles holy water on those gathered and sprinkles it about
the home.
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Assumption Youth Ministry

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Don’t Miss the Next Event for 2017
January 13 – See FLYER

HIGH SCHOOL
2017- MARK UR CALENDARS
 Annual Winter Retreat for High School Teens –
February 17 & 18
 Luke 18 – March 31-April 2 Applications for the
TEAM available at YM Events
 Catholic Heart Work Camp – South Carolina. June
17-25
 World Youth Day or Pilgrimage to Rome –2019???
More info coming soon…

January
11 - XTREME TEEN – 6pm Hall C
18 – GREASE THANK YOU DINNER – Parish Hall 6pm
No Bible Study – Come and help – we need you!
19 – PROLIFE TRIP MEETING – ProLIfe Trip Meeting
6pm – Parish Hall
25-29 – PROLIFE MARCH – pray for all those attending
the pilgrimage to Washington DC
abvmyouth@gmail.com
Facebook: Assumption Church Youth Group
Twitter: ACYG Youth Ministry@acygyouth
Instagram: acyg.youthministry

Just A Reminder
The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed for adoration
every week in the chapel from Sunday at 1pm through
Thursday at 7pm. (Enter the chapel through the north
side door and enter code 3721)
The Sacrament of Confession will also be available in the
chapel on Thursday evenings from 6-7pm, followed by
Benediction.
Please consider signing up to spend an hour of prayer
before our Lord in the Eucharist; the Church asks that
at least two people be present anytime the Eucharist is
exposed. You can sign up for a slot in the binder in the
narthex of church.
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Martin Luther King Model of Justice Award
Congratulations to Kaitlyn Reynolds, Assumption BVM's
Martin Luther King Model of Justice Award recipient!
Ms. Reynolds leader in many ways.
She has incredible depth and a great
love for others. She leads her peers
with quiet strength and is constantly
reaching out to try to include everyone,
show compassion to those who are
hurting, and daily stand up for peace
and goodness in the parish, school and
greater community.

Assumption Women’s Group is kicking off a New Year of health and wellness with a Salad Supper meeting on
Thursday, January 12. The meeting
will take place at 7:00pm in the Parish
Center Halls A/B.
For our Salad Supper, we invite attendees
to bring a small portion of their favorite
salad for tasting. You can bring a green
salad, fruit salad, pasta salad, potato
salad, etc., so feel free to be creative!

St Louis Review
We want everyone in the parish to receive a weekly copy
of the St Louis Review, and ask every household to subscribe. The annual subscription rate through the parish is
$30.
Please use the subscription renewal envelope in your
envelope packet (or write your check for $30 to the parish
and mark it Review) and return it in the Sunday Collection.
The parish will be billed for every household that does
not subscribe. You can save the parish this cost by sending your subscription to the parish office or placing it in
the collection basket. If you do not wish to receive the
Review please return your subscription envelope
marked “cancel”. Deadline: February 5.

St Francis . . . Pray for us

Baptismal Preparation Class
All parents are required to participate in a class of PreBaptismal instruction before having their child/children
baptized at Assumption. For expectant parents it is often
better to attend this class before baby is born. Call the
Parish Office at 240.3721 ext 235 to schedule a class.

Reminders – On Tuesday/
Wednesday evenings when PSR
is in session:
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CRHP Beer and Chili Night
On Tuesday, January 10, the Men’s CRHP group will
host an informal evening of beer, chili and conversation
in Hall C at 7:00pm. It will be a good chance for anyone
who is thinking about attending the next men’s CRHP
weekend to meet others who have attended previous retreats, hear what it was like and ask any questions they
may like. This is strictly a no-pressure event. Even if you
think you are not interested in the weekend, please still
come and meet some good people.

For the safety of families who attend
PSR, cars should not enter lot B from
3rd street. Cars will be exiting from
those 2 gates between 7:30pm-7:45pm.
Between 7:15pm-7:25pm, cars arriving from LOT A for
PSR dismissal should drive right up to the cones that have
been placed towards the south end of the LOT B. This
will ensure there is enough room for all the cars to enter
onto Lot B.
Parents, if you are walking on to LOT B between 7:15pm7:45pm, on evenings when PSR is in session, please remind your children to stay with you and walk on the correct side of the cones! The cones are set up for your safety! The parents and volunteers who assist with dismissal
are doing their best to keep everyone safe. Please follow
their prompts and know that if we all work together, we
will efficiently and safely create a smooth transition from
dismissal to home.

Please pray for the repose
of the soul of:
Joseph Krzan
Father of Maria Shaughnessy
Ronnie Prinster
of Our Parish Community
Toni Feltmann
Cousin of Arlene Kowalczyk
Ann Vojak
Mother of Tim Vojak
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Mass
Intentions

Sunday, January 8
8:00am Clifford Campeau
10:00am Cindy Steitz
12:00pm People Of The Parish

Monday, January 9
6:30am
8:00am

Marie E O’Mara
Dorothy & Elroy Hoeber

Tuesday, January 10
6:30am
8:00am

Frank Regan
Emilie Derbak

Wednesday, January 11
6:30am
8:00am

Vocations
Norbert Rothermich

Thursday, January 12
6:30am
8:00am

Community Benefactors &
Prayer Enrollments
Jack Teson

Friday, January 13
6:30am
8:00am

Shirley & Dean Humphries
Edward Griesenauer

Saturday, January 14
9:00am
5:00pm

Dennis Doerr
Vincent Pohlman

Sunday, January 15
8:00am Mary Ann Mehegan
10:00am Ed Griesenauer
12:00pm People Of The Parish

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Children’s Liturgy of the Word. (CLW) is an age-appropriate Liturgy of the Word offered for ages 3 – 1st grade at the 5:00pm
Mass. No pre-registration is necessary. All children are welcome
and encouraged to attend.
Just before the Liturgy of the Word begins for the assembly, the
children are invited to come up to the front of church by the presiding priest. Father will then formally dismiss them to go with the weekly
leaders from the church to Hall C. During this special time, our leaders will
share with the children through prayers, songs and readings that are simplified
for children.

St Vincent DePaul . . . Pray for us
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THE FOUR PILLARS OF PARISH STEWARDSHIP
The four pillars of hospitality, prayer, formation and
service invite parishioners to experience, witness and live
the stewardship way of life in response to their baptismal
call to discipleship. Individually, each baptized person is
called to give of time, talent and treasure to strengthen these
four pillars that support the parish community. Conversely,
by making our parish a place of hospitality, prayer, formation and service, we provide greater opportunities for the
sharing of time, talent and treasure.
This week we want to focus on the importance of
SERVICE: Members of a stewardship parish are ready to
minister to varied needs of their own parish family as well as
the needs of the wider community and Church. Just as the
members of a family come together to help one of their own,
a stewardship parish family serves those who are hurting or
in need, doubting or seeking salvation. The parish family
also comes together to celebrate, thank and to return God’s
gifts—all are needs of parishioners. Like a blood family, the
parish family stands ready and eager collectively to wrap
their arms around their brothers and sisters when they suffer
in trial and/or celebrate special events in their lives. “God so
constructed the body, that there may be no dissension in the
body, but that all the members may be concerned for one
another. If one member suffers, all the members suffer with
it; if one member is honored, all the members share its

joy.” (1 Cor. 12: 24b, 25-26) Parishioners seek the parish
family as a primary community to serve and to be served—
to give and to receive. If a parishioner finds they can serve
and be ministered to, they have little need to search elsewhere for this fulfillment. Likewise, they have recognized a
place where their service is appreciated and utilized for the
good of the Church. But the members of a stewardship parish recognize that they also have a need to give beyond their
own members only. They have a need to serve and to give in
the diocese, the community and the Universal Church. Failure to have this understanding leads to a selfish parochialism, which is life draining to a parish stewardship way of
life. This is a challenge to some parishioners, who are willing to serve their own, but not outsiders. Interestingly, if this
is the mindset of a particular parish, chances also exist that
such a parish does not embrace fully the first pillar of a
stewardship parish – namely, hospitality. The pillar of service is an opportunity for the parish to put into concrete
practice the other three pillars we focused on earlier: hospitality, prayer and formation. To say one is a stewardship
parish is not enough to make one a stewardship parish. True
stewardship parishes practice all four of these pillars, with
Jesus Christ as the model and the foundation from which
the pillars arise.
Excerpts taken from the Diocese of Wichita

Stewardship
Our Gifts to God and Parish
We are grateful to you for your presence, your participation,
and your financial support of Assumption Parish.

Dec 11, 2016
Envelopes (563) & On Line

Loose
Total

$
$
$

42,549
868
43,417

Jul 3, 16 - Dec 11, 2016

$
$
$

779,616
23,735
803,351

Budget

804,573

Loan Balance as of 11/30/16: $2,089,506
It takes an average weekly collection of $36,000
to sustain our parish mission.
“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another
as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” 1Peter 4:10
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Readings for the Week
Mon: Baptism of the Lord
Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Acts 10:34-38;
Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10; Mt 3:13-17
Tue: Heb 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab, 5, 6-9; Mk 1:21-28
or Heb 1:1-6 and 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab, 5, 6-9;
Mk 1:14-20 and 1:21-28
Wed: Heb 2:14-18; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9; Mk 1:29-39
Thu: Heb 3:7-14; Ps 95:6-11; Mk 1:40-45
Fri: St Hilary
Heb 4:1-5, 11; Ps 78:3, 4bc, 6c-8; Mk 2:1-12
Sat: Heb 4:12-16; Ps 19:8-10, 15; Mk 2:13-17
Sun: Is 49:3, 5-6; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10; 1 Cor 1:1-3;
Jn 1:29-34

Server Schedule
Saturday, January14
5:00pm Cecilia Johnson
Rachelle Geusz
McKenzie Nelson

Sunday, January 15
10:00am Joey Bibb
Austin Long
Anna Lennon

Sunday, January 15
8:00am Caleb Stoddard
Jacobb Dearing
Brendan Deters

12:00pm MacKenzi Darrah
Nathan Konikkara
Delsin Puchalski

St Monica . . . Pray for us

Around Town

Pro-Life Mass

St Joseph (Cottleville) Trivia Night, Jan
21, 7:00pm, for reservations:
stjoemensclub@gmail.com
St. Paul Parish is sponsoring a
"Monthly Cash Giveaway". Tickets are $50 each and
give you a chance to win $500 each and every month during 2017. Hurry, the first drawing to be held on January
3. Call the Parish Center at 636.978.1900 for tickets.
Immaculate Conception (Old Monroe ) A Night at the
Mouse Races Benefitting the ICOM Class of 2018 Prolife
Trip. Friday, February 3. Doors open at 6:30pm, First
Race begins at 7pm. Old Monroe Knights of Columbus
Hall. MUST BE 21 or over!! Contact Amy @
636.290.6044 or FunForNails@gmail

Car Repairs Can Help Your Parish
If you have car repairs done at J & D Auto (909 N Main
St, next to Dairy Queen), they will donate 5% OF THE
TOTAL BILL TO Assumption. There is no need to register and no form to fill out. Just tell them that you are
with Assumption Church when you pay your bill. Several of our sister parishes have participated and have found
it beneficial.

CELEBRATION
OF THE MASS
Weekend Masses

Saturday

9:00am

(Motherhouse Chapel)

Vigil
Sunday

5:00pm
8:00am
10:00am
12:00pm

Daily Mass

Weekdays 6:30am
(Motherhouse Chapel)

8:00am
RECONCILIATION
Thursday 6-7pm (Chapel)
Saturday
4:00–4:45pm
BAPTISM
2nd and 4th Sundays of each month at
1:15pm. Required Preparation Class.
Call 240.3721 to register.
ST VINCENT DE PAUL
636.272.4758 (Helpline)
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Cathedral Basilica. Saturday, January 21 9:30am. This a
beautiful mass of remembrance. For more information
call Sylvia 636.978.8803.

Employment Opportunity
Immaculate Conception (Old Monroe) is looking for a
parish bookkeeper/secretary 3 days a week, knowledge of
Quick Books preferred. Please call Father Rich or send a
resume to frrich@icomparish.org.

Reminder: Please take a copy of author, Matthew
Kelly’s book Resisting Happiness as our Christmas gift to
your family. This easy read, together with prayer and
perseverance in faith, will inspire us to live the truth and
beauty of Christmas every day of the year. Let us walk
these days of the Christmas season with Mary, our mother; let us come to cherish the “salvation prepared in the
sight of all the peoples, a light to the nations and the glory
of God’s people, Israel (Lk 2:31-32).” Fr Mitch
For more information on Matthew Kelly go to: DynamicCatholic.com

CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE
Those preparing for marriage should contact
the parish office at least one year in advance.
One party must be a registered member of
Assumption and living an active, practicing
Catholic life. Contact Christine at the Parish
Office.
RITE of CHRISTIAN INITIATION
of ADULTS
(RCIA) Process through which adults are
initiated into the Catholic Church by Baptism or Profession of Faith. For information
Missy Lowrey 314.630.3983.
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION
Religious instruction in the Catholic faith.
Call 636.240.1020 for information or to
register.
CATHOLICS RETURNING HOME
For inactive Catholics returning to Church.
For more information call Steve King,
699.9961 or Dee King 734.3437.

MINISTRY OF CONSOLATION
For one-on-one grief support, contact Kris
Bohn at 636.795.2611, and for information
regarding our grief support series, which is
held twice per year, contact Lynn Crews at
294.0821.
OFFICE INFORMATION
403 N Main Street
O’Fallon MO 63366
636.240.3721 Parish Office
636.272.3838 Fax
Office Hours - Weekdays 8:30am–4:00pm
ASSUMPTION SCHOOL
Principal: Laurie Zaleuke
636.240.4474
BULLETIN NOTICES
Submit to Parish Office
by Tuesday 9:00am
WEBSITE
www.assumptionbvm.org
facebook.com/
assumptionparish

@assumptionmedia
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