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Christmas
We read in Genesis, “In the beginning God said…” And in
John’s Gospel we read, “In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God. For all eternity
God expresses God’s own life in all of creation; and in the fullness of our time “the Word became flesh and made his dwelling
among us.” In Genesis we learn that our humanity is the pinnacle of all creation; in the Gospel we learn that our humanity is
the very destiny of God, the very desire of God’s own heart.
This is the good news of salvation: Our communion with God is
from the beginning and forever. Our flesh, our humanity, our
struggle to become fully human, our failures at love, our
glorious mistakes, our striving to serve, our sacrificing for our
beloved; it is all holy.
While most of the world rejoices in the light of Christmas, we
take these twelve days of Christmas, from Christmas Day until
the Epiphany of our Lord, to reflect on the meaning of the Incarnation. God has become like us that we might become like God.
God’s desire is to be one with us; our destiny is to be one with
God. If we can relax into this simple and profound truth we
might just let go of our anxiety, our judgment, our chasing after
the wind. We might instead surrender to god’s will for us, that
we be one.
The Incarnation is a radical belief in God’s power to save; a
radical belief in our capacity to love. Our faith is not lived
alongside many other hobbies; our faith is our life, our participation in the very life of God. Let us continue in Mary’s mission to bring Christ to the world. Let us be the light we have
celebrated this Christmas.
Please know of my love for you
and my prayer for you every day.
You are indeed a glimpse of glory
in every moment.
Merry Christmas! Fr Mitch
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May you find Christ here . . .
May you bring Christ to the world.
“The Assumption Parish family is an awe inspiring true definition of
family! As quoted from family.lovetoknow.com, a true family provides its
members with emotional and spiritual kinship through: shared values, beliefs,
and traditions; common experiences and activities; unconditional, nonjudgmental support.
This past weekend, we shared stories, shared prayers for loved ones, shared
hugs, testimonies, support, sweets, and crafts in honor of Team Nathan. The
entire weekend was quite emotional for Nathan, Melissa, and our families. We
have all found Christ at Assumption, and walk out those doors SCREAMING
Christ to the world. Please join us in continuing to pray for blessed Francis
Xavier Seelos to be canonized as a saint by granting Nathan a miracle of healing. Team Nathan thanks you all from the bottom of our hearts and will pray
for all of you to experience a blessed, holy, and loving Christmas!”
Thank You, Team Nathan

Got PRAYERS?
Assumption’s Prayer Teams will be available after all Masses next weekend,
January 2/3, to pray with and for you!
Here are some amazing facts about the prayer teams:
•
Prayer teams are parishioners who bring Christ to the world through prayer.
•
We’ll pray for you, your loved ones, your friends...anyone whom you’d
like to lift in prayer.
•
We pray for intentions big AND small! If it’s on your heart, bring it to
Christ!
•
Teams will do ALL the praying if you’d prefer! Just bring yourself and
your intentions.
•
Want to give thanks and praise to God? We love to do that!

ALL Are Invited… to invite
a friend to Mass Jan 2/3
Each and every first weekend of the
month, you are invited to invite
someone you know who may not be
church-going on a regular basis to:
Come to Mass.
Pope Francis said, “Those who have
opened their hearts to God’s love,
heard his voice and received his
light, cannot keep this gift to themselves. Since faith is hearing and
seeing, it is also handed on as word
and light.”
Let’s be inexplicably kind, patient,
compassionate, and thankful. Let’s
let our unconditional, unwarranted
goodness and joy take others by surprise and stir them to wonder why
we’re like that. Then, let’s be ready
to extend the gentle invitation:
“Come with me and find out.”
Prayer – Jesus, may others know
You through me.

This Week At Assumption
Sunday, Dec 27

Friday, Jan 1

Baptism
1:15pm Church

Solemnity of Mary
Holy Day of Obligation
Mass: 9:00am

Tuesday, Dec 29

Parish Office Closed

Eucharistic Adoration
9:00am - 6:30pm Chapel

Wednesday, Dec 30
CRHP Men
7:00pm Room D/E
St Vincent DePaul
7:00pm Meyer Room

Thursday, Dec 31
Solemnity of Mary
Vigil Mass: 5:30pm

Sunday, Jan 3
Prayer Team Ministry
All Masses
Hospitality Sunday
All Masses Hall B/C
RCIA
8:00am Hall C
Sunday Pre School
10:00am School
New Member Registration
Noon Mass

“See what love the Father has given
us, that we should be called children
of God; and so we are.”
(1 John 3:1)
During this season of giving, let us
remember the most important gift
we have received – being children of
God. As God’s children, it’s important that we express our love for
others as well. Tell your spouse,
children and other family members
and friends that you love them,
frequently.
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Epiphany Home Blessing
One interesting custom for Epiphany is for families to
ask God's blessing on our own homes. The ritual calls
for parents to mark, with blessed chalk, the main entrance door with the initials of the Magi and a code of the
current year. This year's mark will be:
20 + C + M + B + 16
The numbers stand for the year in which the blessing is
inscribed (2016). The letters stand for the names traditionally given the Magi who found the Christ Child:
Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar. They are also an abbreviation for the Latin blessing: Christus mansionem
benedicat, or "Christ bless this dwelling." Blessed chalk
and holy water will be available after masses next weekend, January 2/3.
Gather your family at the main entrance to your home.
All make the sign of the cross.
Parent: "Let us praise God, who fills our hearts and
homes with peace.
Family: "Blessed be God forever."

Parent or reader: (reading from Sacred Scripture)
"And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising preceded them, until it came and stopped over the place
where the child was. They were overjoyed at seeing the
star, and on entering the house they saw the child with
Mary his mother. They prostrated themselves and did
him homage."
Matt 2:10-11
Parent imparts the blessing: "Lord God of heaven and
earth, You revealed Your only begotten Son to every
nation by the guidance of a star. Bless this house and all
who inhabit it. Fill them with the light of Christ, that
their concern for others may reflect Your love.
We ask this though Christ, our Lord."
Family: "Amen"
Then the parent
sprinkles holy
water on those
gathered and
sprinkles it
about the home.

St Louis Review
We want everyone in the parish to receive a weekly copy
of the St Louis Review, and ask every household to subscribe. The annual subscription rate through the parish is
$30.
Please use the subscription renewal envelope in your
envelope packet (or write your check for $30 to the parish
and mark it Review) and return it in the Sunday Collection.
The parish will be billed for every household that does
not subscribe. You can save the parish this cost by sending your subscription to the parish office or placing it in
the collection basket. If you do not wish to receive the
Review please return your subscription envelope
marked “cancel”. Deadline: January 31.

Christ Renews His Parish
Winter Retreats
CRHP is a process designed to make us
more aware of God’s presence in our daily lives.
This renewal experience allows us to discover how our
walk of life is interwoven with our journey of faith.
All too often we become creatures of habit and
allow our busy schedules to crowd out
the time needed for spiritual growth.
Women’s Retreat: January 16-17
Contact: Tracy Virtue – 314.495.7283 or
womensretreat.assumption@yahoo.com
Men’s Retreat: February20-21
Contact: Casey Logue – 636.262.3908
clogue6@gmail.com
This is your time… this is your invitation… so reserve
your spot to experience this AWE-some weekend!
Perhaps this would be a wonderful way for you to begin
the New Year…
Sign up TODAY!
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MAKING A LASTING DIFFERENCE PLANNED GIVING PARTNERSHIP
WITH ASSUMPTION

Assumption Youth Ministry
From all of us
involved in
Assumption Youth
Ministry:
May the light of
Christ be a part of
everything you do
this Christmas and
all the year through.

The Planned Giving Partnership with Assumption
is your commitment to include Assumption in your
Will or Trust and our commitment to further the work
of Jesus Christ here.

What Are Some Benefits To You?
∗
∗
∗
∗

December
30 – NO EVENT TONIGHT – Happy New Year’s Eve
Eve!!!!
January
6 – WORLD YOUTH DAY MEETING – Hall C 6pm
& STUDIP – it was a busy holiday, so come on up and
chillax with all your favorite people. Sophia House 78:30pm
13 – MARY POPPINS THANK YOU DINNER – Hall C
6pm
& Xtreme Teen is still happening this night…more details
coming!
20 – Bible Study – Break open God’s word and ASCEND!
– Church 7-8:30
20-24 – ProLife March
27 – Xtreme Teen – Witness for Life – Hall C 7-9pm

•
•
•
•
•

2016 MARK YOUR CALENDARS
ProLife March - Stand up for LIFE. Still space. January 20-24. Call Cathy ASAP to go. 636.485.5221
Annual Winter Retreat for High School Teens –
February 12 & 13
Luke 18 – March 11-13 – Applications will be out
soon for the team
Catholic Heart Work Camp - Groton, MA. June 19-26
World Youth Day - Poland. We have 25 participants
WAHOO!

Email: abvmyouth@gmail.com
Phone: 636.485.5221
Like us on Facebook: Assumption Church Youth Group
Follow us on twitter: ACYG Youth Ministry@acygyouth
INSTAGRAM: acyg.youthministry

You leave a legacy, furthering the mission of
Assumption Parish for future generations.
You give an example to your children, reflecting
God’s generosity in a unique and beautiful way.
You provide a final gift for both your immediate
family and your parish family.
You may potentially decrease your taxes.

What Are Some Benefits To You?
∗
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∗
∗

You leave a legacy, furthering the mission of
Assumption Parish for future generations.
You give an example to your children, reflecting
God’s generosity in a unique and beautiful way.
You provide a final gift for both your immediate
family and your parish family.
You may potentially decrease your taxes.

How Do I Include Assumption in My Will or Trust?
Step 1. Call April Esenwah, Executive Assistant, Roman
Catholic Foundation of Eastern Missouri at 314.918.2892
to guide you through the entire process for free.
Step 2. Call Fr. Mitch at 636.240.3721 to let us know
Assumption has been named in your Will or Trust
and to be enrolled in the Assumption Planned Giving
Partnership prayer book.
Tax ID: 43-0688865
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Mass Intentions
Sunday, Dec 27
8:00am Patrick Fallon
10:00am Robert Mueller Family
12:00pm People of the Parish

Monday, Dec 28
6:30am
8:00am

Carmela Bamert
Cecilia Scully

Tuesday, Dec 29
6:30am
8:00am
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Employment Opportunity
Assumption School is looking for a
part time registered nurse to work
three days per week with our students. The position will be open at
the beginning of January. If interested, please send resume to joannehoormann@gmail.com or call
636.240.4474.

Fundraiser to Benefit
Parishioner
Down on the Farm Trivia Night to
benefit parishioner Patty Mitchell.
Jan 16, 7pm. Cost: $180 per table of
8. For more information or to reserve a table contact Phyllis
636.795.2151 or email:
mhowdeshell@charter.net.

David & Earl Feldmann
Vivian Gleese

Wednesday, Dec 30
6:30am
8:00am

Vocations
Donna Fluhr

Thursday, Dec 31
6:30am
8:00am
5:30pm

Tony Fischer
Carmela Bamert
Christine McCormack

Friday, Jan 1
9:00am

Sophie Gibala

Saturday, Jan 2
9:00am
5:00pm

Gary & Nancy Gerhardt
Ray Waidmann

Readings for the Week
Mon:
Tue:
Wed:
Thu:
Fri:

Sunday, Jan 3

Sat:

8:00am Ted Mueller
10:00am Virginia Frankosky
12:00pm People of the Parish

Sun:

Please pray for the repose
of the soul of:

Paula DiLorenzo
Mother of Gerald DiLorenzo
Roger Jung
Husband of Ruth Jung

Dec 28 - Jan 3
1 Jn 1:5 — 2:2; Ps 124:2-5,
7b-8; Mt 2:13-18
1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6;
Lk 2:22-35
1 Jn 2:12-17; Ps 96:7-10; Lk
2:36-40
1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 1113; Jn 1:1-18
Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6,
8; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21
1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1-4; Jn
1:19-28
Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 1013; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:112

Server Schedule
Saturday, Jan2
5:00pm
Joey Pescarino
Benjamin Repaso
Maddie Poropat
Sunday, Jan 3
8:00am
Deslin Puchalski
Jimmy Norris
Matthew Lewis
10:00am

Megan McNeese
Marissa McNeese
Drew Kuykendall

12:00pm

Pricila Fuentes
Luke Rothermich
Justin Rothermich

Stewardship
Our Gifts to God and Parish
We are grateful to you for your presence, your participation,
and your financial support of Assumption Parish.

Nov 22
Envelopes (559)
Online Giving
Loose
Total

$
$
$
$

22,871
8,331
1,054
32,256

Jul 1, 15 - Nov 22, 15

$
$
$
$

554,949
114,848
21,844
691,641

Budget

721,561

It takes an average weekly collection of $36,000
to sustain our parish mission.
“Every man according as he purposes in his heart, so let him give;
not grudgingly, or of necessity, for God loves a cheerful giver. 2Cor 9:7
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Blood Drive Coming Soon
Mark Your Calendars
Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center will be in the
Parish Center on Sunday, January 10, after all the
Masses. If you have not donated since November 15,
you are eligible to donate at this drive. All donors will be
entered into a drawing to win one of five gift cards.
Please contact Mary Anne Robinson at 636.474.2677 if
you plan to donate. Doing so will assist Mississippi Valley in staffing for the drive. You may also go to
www.bloodcenterIMPACT.org (use sponsor code 9007)
to schedule an appointment.
Mississippi Valley representative, Terry Deters, is also
available to answer any questions you may have about
donating. He can be reached at 314.291.4741 x 227.
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The Jubilee Year of Mercy
“For his mercy endures forever.” This is the refrain that

repeats after each verse in Psalm 136 as it narrates the
history of God’s revelation. By virtue of mercy, all the
events of the Old Testament are replete with profound
salvific import. Mercy renders God’s history with Israel
a history of salvation. To repeat continually “for his mercy endures forever,” as the psalm does, seems to break
through the dimensions of space and time, inserting everything into the eternal mystery of love. It is as if to say
that not only in history, but for all eternity man will
always be under the merciful gaze of the Father.”
– Francis, Bishop of Rome, Servant of the Servants of
God
January 21, 2016
7-8:30pm, Parish Center

“Mercy through Me”
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLW) is an ageappropriate Liturgy of the Word offered for ages 3 – 1st
grade at the 5:00pm Mass. No pre-registration is necessary. All children are welcome and encouraged to attend.

ALL Are Invited!
RSVP Required

Just before the Liturgy of the Word begins for the assembly, the children are invited to come up to the front of
church by the presiding priest. Father will then formally
dismiss them to go with the weekly leaders from the
church to Hall C. During this special time, our leaders
will share with the children through prayers, songs and
readings that are simplified for children.
The children learn about the same Scripture readings as
the rest of the assembly. They are taught a simplified
main message of the readings and are encouraged to
share that message with their parents after Mass.
We have some wonderful volunteer leaders and would
love for a few more to join our team so that the leader
would be available to teach every 4-6 weeks; depending
your “YES!” We will also have youth volunteers to assist our adult leaders.
This is a great opportunity for adults and middle school/
high school youth to help these eager youngsters learn
the Word of the Lord.
For more information contact the religious
education office: 636.240.1020 or abvmpsr@yahoo.com.

Come and learn more about some of the mercy-work that
Assumption Parish does for our community and our
world. There will be an opportunity for you to help if
you, too, wish to partner with how mercy will endure forever.

Matching Gifts Program
All Boeing, Tyco, McDonald Corp, Verizon, Well Fargo,
Bank of America, First Data, Home Depot, Monsanto,
IBM, Merrill Lynch, MasterCard, UPS, Ameren employee and retirees!!!
Did you know that. . . These companies offer a matching
gift program for private elementary schools and Assumption School qualifies?
Did you know that. . . by designating your weekly contribution to the school and with the matching gift funds
Assumption School receives, the parish subsidy for the
school is reduced?
For more information please contact Jim Hager in the
parish office at 636.240.3721 ext 225.
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Life, Peace,
and Restorative Justice

“Today, amid such darkness, we need to see the
light of hope and to be men and women who bring
hope to others.” – Pope Francis

“Glory to God in high heaven and on earth, peace to
God’s people.” – Luke 2:14
A Messiah is born! Hallelujah! And what manifests
that Redeemer? This Christmas, Scripture’s words
speak of “the Son,” “might Word,” “justice,” “life,” and
“light,” all great terms for a Savior. “Peace” will also be
the first and last Word of the risen Christ to the disciples. We are wise to learn from our tradition: Peace!
Reflect: Where do you see Peace bursting into life in
our world? How can your attitude affect the Peaceful
outcome of a situation?
Faith in Action: Our faith is rooted in a deep devotion
to Catholic social tradition. Other faiths take their traditions with similar seriousness. How can Peace produce
bonds and bridges instead of barriers between long and
dedicated religious traditions? What can you contribute
to that effort? Here is one such opportunity:
Save the Date
January 21, 2016
7-8:30pm, Halls A, B, and C

New Member
Registration
If you are attending Mass here but
have not yet formally registered, we
invite you to do so. So that we might
welcome you personally, we invite
you to attend noon Mass Sunday, January 3, for new member registration

Hospitality Sunday
Join us Sunday, January 3, for
Hospitality Sunday after all Masses
in Hall A/B.

Baptismal Preparation Class
All parents are required to participate in a class of PreBaptismal instruction before having their child/children
baptized at Assumption. For expectant parents it is often
better to attend this class before baby is born. Call the
Parish Office at 240.3721 to schedule a class.

“Mercy through Me”
ALL Are Invited!
RSVP Required: 240-3721
Come and learn more about some of the mercy-work
that Assumption Parish does for our community and our
world. There will be an opportunity for you to help if
you, too, wish to partner with how mercy will endure
forever.

Year End Contributions
For any contribution to be considered a tax deduction in
2015 the contribution must be physically in the parish
office or postmarked by Dec 31, 2015.
*Contributions placed in the offering basket on Sunday,
December 27 are considered a contribution for 2015.
*Contributions received by hand or mail in the Parish
Office by Thursday, Dec 31 are considered a contribution
for 2015.
*Payments received in the Parish Office by mail after
December 31, and postmarked December 31 or earlier
are considered a contribution for 2015.
*The IRS is very clear that any contributions placed in the
collection basket or delivered by hand or postmarked January 1 or later must be considered a 2016 contribution.
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Fr. Mitch’s 25th Ordination Anniversary
Through Fr. Mitch’s witness of his love of Mary and our parish’s namesake, let us celebrate with great joy his
25th Anniversary of Ordination to the Priesthood. For the kind and humble ways he shepherd’s us and in
honor of his anniversary, the parish invites you to attend the 5:00pm Mass on January 9 followed by a dinner
reception in the parish hall.
Number attending the Dinner
Family Name
Please respond no later than January 2 by dropping this form in the collection basket or by contacting
Carol Woerheide 636.240.2691 or Paula Thomson 314.477.6488

A Christian Response to World Hunger
GIFT ALTERNATIVE: Honor your loved ones this
Christmas, or anytime, with a contribution towards sustainability!
FREE GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE (in the parish office): They read…
You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity
will result in thanksgiving to God. 2 Corinthians 9:11
On the occasion of (name and celebration):
(Examples: Birthday, Anniversary, Graduation, Baptism,
First Communion, Confirmation, Wedding, Christmas,
Easter, Ordination, or Other Celebratory Event.) a donation has been made to the Growing Project for the relief
of chronic global hunger and poverty.
Because you live, I pray that others might also live!

The 2016 Catholic Men’s Conference will be Saturday, February 6
at the Peabody Opera House.
Once again, there will be an outstanding group of speakers at this year’s conference. Guided by the Four Pillars
of Conversion, Reconciliation, Discipleship, and Evangelization, the Catholic Men for Christ Conference is dedicated to building the Kingdom of God in the Archdiocese
of St. Louis and beyond. More information is available
on the website: https://www.catholicmenforchrist.org/
This year’s theme is “I am the Way, the Truth and the
Life” John 14:6
As we have done in the past, we have a limited number of
discounted tickets available. Tickets are normally $45, if
purchased thru 24/7 Mens Group they are only $35.
Simply mail a check (made out to Assumption) including
your address and email to:
Assumption Church
c/o Bob Neuner
7119 Dardenne Prairie Dr
O Fallon MO 63368
Your tickets will be mailed to you. We will plan on carpooling from Assumption.

Signature:
(The back of the card explains what the Growing Project
is all about for your loved one.)

Taking Time for Prayer
Now is a blessed time reminding us to make space for
God in our lives and in our hearts. Therefore, it is so
right that we would take time to be with God in prayer.
Please know that Assumption offers a quiet place to pray
– day or night – in our 24 hour prayer chapel. You can
enter the chapel through the handicap access door on the
north side of the building. You must use the key pad to
enter and the code is 3721. May God use all our prayer
time to recognize new ways to give birth to love!
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CELEBRATION
OF THE MASS
Weekend Masses

Saturday

9:00am

(Motherhouse Chapel)

Vigil
Sunday

5:00pm
8:00am
10:00am
12:00pm

Daily Mass

Weekdays 6:30am
(Motherhouse Chapel)

8:00am
RECONCILIATION
Saturday
4:00–4:45pm
BAPTISM
2nd and 4th Sundays of each month at
1:15pm. Required Preparation Class.
Call 240.3721 to register.
ST VINCENT DE PAUL
636.272.4758 (Helpline)

CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE
Those preparing for marriage should contact
the rectory at least one year in advance.
One party must be a registered member of
Assumption and living an active, practicing
Catholic life. Contact Christine at the Parish
Office.
RITE of CHRISTIAN INITIATION
of ADULTS
(RCIA) Process through which adults are
initiated into the Catholic Church by Baptism or Profession of Faith. For information
Missy Lowrey 314.630.3983.
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION
Religious instruction in the Catholic faith.
Call Derlene Hirtz, 636.240.1020 for information or to register.
CATHOLICS RETURNING HOME
For inactive Catholics returning to Church.
For more information call Steve King,
699.9961 or Dee King 734.3437.

MINISTRY OF CONSOLATION
For one-on-one grief support, contact Kris
Bohn at 379.8567, and for information regarding our grief support series, which is
held twice per year, contact Lynn Crews at
294.0821.
OFFICE INFORMATION
403 N Main Street
O’Fallon MO 63366
636.240.3721 Parish Office
636.240.3722 Fax
Office Hours - Weekdays 8:30am–4:00pm
ASSUMPTION SCHOOL
Principal: Genny Callier
636.240.4474
BULLETIN NOTICES
Submit to Parish Office
by Tuesday 9:00am
WEBSITE
www.assumptionbvm.org
facebook.com/
assumptionparish

@assumptionmedia
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