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Proyer of Thanksgwing

God of all blessings, source of all life, giver of all grace:

We thank you for the gift of life:

for the breath that sustains life,

for the food of this earth that nurtures life,
for the love of family and friends

without which there would be no life.

We thank you for the mystery of creation:

for the beauty that the eye can see,

for the joy that the ear may hear,

for the unknown that we cannot behold filling the universe with wonder,
for the expanse of space that draws us beyond the definitions of our
selves.

We thank you for setting us in communities:

for families who nurture our becoming,

for friends who love us by choice,

for companions at work, who share our burdens and daily tasks,
for strangers who welcome us into their midst,

for people from other lands who call us to grow in understanding,
for children who lighten our moments with delight,

for the unborn, who offer us hope for the future.

We thank you for this day:

for life and one more day to love,

for opportunity and one more day to work for justice and peace,

for neighbors and one more person to love and by whom be loved,
for your grace and one more experience of your presence,

for your promise: to be with us, to be our God, and to give salvation.

For these, and all blessings,
we give you thanks,
eternal, loving God,
through Jesus Christ we pray.
Amen.
Vienna Cobb Anderson

/ HAPPY

CELEBRATE GOD’S BLESSIN"GS

—
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Al Y May you find Christ fere . . .
%)} May you bring Christ to the world.
“1 Last week our PSR students wrote letters to Veterans with words of
gratitude, appreciation, and prayer. We sent approximately 15 letters through
the mail from names/addresses given to us from parents in PSR. The Veteran's
Administration received approximately 50 letters from students ranging in
grades 1-8. One of our Veteran Parishioners from the VFW was present at the
prayer service on Monday and took approximately 50 letters as well. Two of
the recipients have already returned a note to express their gratitude and how
much this meant to them.

1

The kinds words of a first grader: "I love America because I can do what I
want." The reflective words of an 8th grader, "I know you have sacrificed be-
yond what I could do, thank you for keeping us safe. It must be hard being
away from your family and friends. My prayer is for God to keep you safe and

healthy."

This Week At Assumption

Sunday, Nov 22
RCIA

8:00am Hall C

Sunday Pre School
10:00am School

Baptism
1:15pm Church

Youth Ministry Presents:
Mary Poppins
5:30pm Gym

Monday, Nov 23
CRHP Men

7:00pm Sophia House

Club 50+
7:00pm Hall C

Giving Tree
7:00pm Meyer Room

Tuesday, Nov 24
Eucharistic Adoration

9:00am - 6:30pm Chapel

PHD/Benediction
6:30pm Chapel

Wednesday, Nov 25
Bible Study
1:45pm Meyer Room

Extreme Teen
7:00pm Hall C

Thursday, Nov 26
Thanksgiving Day
Mass: 9:00am

Parish Office Closed

Friday, Nov 27
Parish Office Closed

Saturday, Nov 28
Children’s Liturgy of the Word

5:00pm Mass

Sunday, Nov 29
Advent By Candlelight

Reservations Required

A Note From Fr Mutchv

All the while St. Monica prayed for
her son, St. Augustine, to find Christ
in his life, she never ceased thanking
God for His presence in her life. Her
grateful heart was an instrument of
God’s grace to bring Augustine to
the faith. Her perseverance in faith
led to the beginning of faith in her
son.

In this week leading up to Thanks-
giving, let us remain ever grateful for
God’s grace which has been poured
out in our hearts through His son,
Jesus. Our grateful hearts can be
available as instruments of God’s
grace to bring healing and peace to
our troubled world.

May God bless you this
Thanksgiving.

PRAYER « PARTICIPATION « GENEROSITY

“Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom does
not belong to this world.”

John 18:36

How often do we put all our time
and energy into building a kingdom
here on earth, forgetting that life
here is short? The real kingdom is in
the next life. Yet, how much time
and energy do we invest in working
for that eternal kingdom?
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AVOID

« Statements that close dialogue
e You, they, other people

o Never, always

e You’re wrong.

o lagree/l disagree.

e You need to understand me.

e Whatweneedtodois...
(making a non-negotiable proposal)

DEBATE

o Assuming there is a right answer, and you have it.

o Combative: attempting to prove the other side is
wrong.

« About winning.

« Listening to find flaws and make counter-arguments.

o Defending assumptions as truth.

o  Critiquing the other side’s position.

o Defending one’s own views against those of others.

e Searching for flaws and weaknesses in other posi-
tions.

o Seeking a conclusion or vote that ratifies your posi-
tion.

Life Peace Justice
How You Say It MATTERS

USE

« Statements that promote dialogue

o Ibelieve.../Ithink.../Ifeel...
o On certain occasions . . . / Sometimes . .
o Please explain why you believe . . .

o From my perspective . . .

o Thewaylseeit...

o I need to understand you.

o What did you mean by that?

o The concern I’d like to address is . . .
o One option might be . . .

DIALOGUE

o Assuming that many people have pieces of the an-
swer and that together they craft a new solution.

o Collaborative: working together toward common
understanding.

« About exploring common ground.

o Listen to understand, find meaning, and identify
agreement.

o Revealing assumptions for re-evaluation

e Re-examining all positions.

o  Admitting that others’ thinking can improve on
one’s own.

o Searching for strengths and value in others’ posi-
tions.

« Discovering new options, not seeking closure.

Children’s
Liturgy of the Word

Coming to our parish on November 28!

Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLW) is an age-
appropriate Liturgy of the Word offered for ages 3 — 1st
grade at the 5:00pm Mass. No pre-registration is neces-
sary. All children are welcome and encouraged to at-
tend.

Just before the Liturgy of the Word begins for the as-
sembly, the children are invited to come up to the front
of church by the presiding priest. Father will then for-
mally dismiss them to go with the weekly leaders from
the church to Hall C. During this special time, our lead-
ers will share with the children through prayers, songs
and readings that are simplified for children.

The children learn about the same Scripture readings as
the rest of the assembly. They are taught a simplified
main message of the readings and are encouraged to
share that message with their parents after Mass.

We have some wonderful volunteer leaders and would
love for a few more to join our team so that the leader
would be available to teach every 4-6 weeks; depending
your “YES!” We will also have youth volunteers to
assist our adult leaders.

This is a great opportunity for adults and middle school/
high school youth to help these eager youngsters learn
the Word of the Lord.

For more information

contact the religious F M :: .;‘\}\ ~
education office. v
abvmpsr@yahoo.com or ‘0; ®W m@
636.240.1020. A
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AssumPtion Youth Ministry

Thank you for all the ways
you support our young
o people!!!l The Food Truck
Sale was a big success
K E E P and we couldn’t have done
CA it without you!

AND
SUPERCALI

And...thanks to everyone
who have bought tickets for
our 11" annual musical
MARY POPPINS! ltis go-
ing to be SUPERCALI
FRADULISTIC (you know
the rest!l!)

FRAGILISTIC
EXPIALIDO

There are still a few tickets
left that can be purchased
at the door for Saturday

& night’'s 7pm performance or
Sunday at 5:30. The box
office opens 1 hour before
show time and are sold on
a first come first serve ba-
sis.

Mary Poppins Long Sleeve Spirit Jerseys are available
for purchase at all the performances this weekend.

November

25 - XTREME TEEN - Yes, we realize it's the night be-
fore Thanksgiving...but let's get together and share our
own ACYG FAMILY THANKSGIVING!!!

Hall C 7-9pm

Prolife March

Still spots open! Grab a flyer at any youth ministry event
our check it out online at assumptionbvm.org/
YouthMinistry/HighSchoolNewsEvents

Catholic Heart Work Camp
Flyers coming soon for our mission trip this summer to
Groton, MA. June 19-26, 2016

Email: abvmyouth@gmail.com

Phone: 636.485.5221

Like us on Facebook: Assumption Church Youth Group
Follow us on twitter: ACYG Youth Ministry@acygyouth
WE NOW HAVE INSTAGRAM: acyg.youthministry

Ham or Turkey Donation

December 12-13

The St Vincent DePaul Society prepares Christmas food
baskets to be given to families that have been helped
throughout the year. As such, we are asking for donation
of either ham or frozen turkeys to be included in the bas-
kets for our families. The ham or turkey should be
dropped off and placed in the
coolers stationed in the hall-
way of the Parish Center on
the weekend of December
12/13 before or after all
masses. St Vincent DePaul
provides food basket to 80-
100 families. Thank you for
all your love and support.

Advent Giving Tree

Volunteers Meeting

If you signed up to help with the Advent Giving Tree
there will be a meeting on No-
vember 23, at 7pm in the Mey-
er Room. Please bring with
you a scissors and a single hole
punch if you can. If you cannot
make it and still want to help
please contact Steve at
636.443.5854.

Feast of the Immaculate Conception

Holy Day of Obligation

December 8§ is the Feast of the Immaculate Conception
and a holy day of obligation. The Immaculate Concep-
tion means that the Blessed Virgin Mary, whose concep-
tion was brought about the normal way, was conceived
without original sin or its stain—that’s what
"immaculate" means: without stain. The essence of origi-
nal sin consists in the deprivation of sanctifying grace,
and its stain is a corrupt nature. Mary was preserved
from these defects by God’s grace; from the first instant
of her existence she was in the state of sanctifying grace
and was free from the corrupt nature original sin brings.
We will celebrate Mary’s state of being “immaculate”
and “full of grace” with Mass times listed here:

Mass Times:
Monday, December 7:
5:30pm Vigil Mass - Church

Tuesday December 8:
6:30am (Motherhouse Chapel)
and 8:00am, and 7:00pm - Church.
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Mass Intentions

Sunday, Nov 22

8:00am Vivian Gleese
10:00am Nancy Davis
12:00pm People of the Parish

Monday, Nov 23
6:30am  Artie Molitor
8:00am Frances Melliere

Tuesday, Nov 24

6:30am  David & Earl Feldmann

8:00am Intentions of Henry &
Norma Prinster

Wednesday, Nov 25
6:30am  Sr Helen Margaret Schutte
8:00am Daniel J Stallings

Thursday, Nov 26
9:00am Grace Bittick

Friday, Nov 27
6:30am  Alois Tochtrop
8:00am  Mary Twellman

Saturday, Nov 28
9:00am  Vocations
5:00pm Al & Vic Westhoff

Sunday, Nov 29

8:00am Peggy Vassallo
10:00am Betty Wiesehan
12:00pm People of the Parish

- o

With Lo
Sr"y"fnlkl Daf &

Please pray for the repose
of the soul of:

Patrick O’Daniel
Father of Christy Heath
and Katie Supp

Frederick Clark
Uncle of Barbara Stettner

Ted Mueller
Husband of Mary Mueller

James Pihir
Father of Carolyn Bequette

David Burkemper
Husband of Virginia Burkemper

Jack Thomas
Husband of Renee Thomas

Ladies Quilting Group

Do you have a quilt top that needs to
be quilted? We would be happy to
quilt for you. For information please
call 272-3138 or 272-5065.

Club 50+

You are welcome to attend our No-
vember 23 meeting, 7:00pm, Hall C.
Our entertainment for the evening
will be the Davis Project, a group of
young people who sing and play the
ukulele.

All members, who have paid their
dues, are invited to RSVP for the
annual Christmas Party.

Readings for the Week
Nov 23 - Nov 29

Mon: Dn 1:1-6, 8-20; Dn 3:52-56; Lk
21:1-4

Tue: Dn 2:31-45; Dn 3:57-61; Lk 2
1:5-11

Wed: Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28;
Dn 3:62-67; Lk 21:12-19

Thu: Dn 6:12-28; Dn 3:68-74; Lk
21:20-28 Thanksgiving Day,
Suggested: Sir 50:22-24; Ps
145:2-11; 1 Cor 1:3-9; Lk

17:11-19

Fri: Dn 7:2-14; Dn 3:75-81; Lk
21:29-33

Sat: Dn 7:15-27; Dn 3:82-87; Lk
21:34-36

Sun: Jer 33:14-16; Ps 25:4-5, 8-10,
14;1 Thes 3:12-4:2; Lk
21:25-28, 34-36

Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Pie Collection

Assumption Parishioners are again
being invited to bring one or more
non-refrigerated pies to the Prefunc-
tion Area of our Parish Center on
Tuesday, Nov 24 and Wednesday,
Nov 25 between 7:00am and
12:30pm. Just drop them off with
the volunteer in the Parish Center
and be on your way. The pies will
be taken to Our Lady of Perpetual
Help and served to over 1500 poor
families on Thanksgiving Day.
Thank you for your generosity.

Server Schedule
Saturday, Nov 28
5:00pm Madeline Brda
Christian Sellers
Natalie Schmitt

Sunday, Nov 29
8:00am Joey Bibb
Kayla Matlock
Kendal Willie
10:00am Olivai Mannebach
Julian Lozoya
Ashley Jozwiak
12:00pm Jackson McCarter
Taylor Midden
Avery Shaffer

Stewardship
Our Gifts to God and Parish

We are grateful to you for your presence, your participation,
and your financial support of Assumption Parish.

Oct 25 Jul 1,15 - Oct 25, 15
Envelopes (533) $ 22,441 g 4;1411,282
Online Giving $ 7,611 ;
$ 967 $ 17,549
Loose .
Total $ 31,019 $ 553,645
Budget 582,778

It takes an average weekly collection of $36,000
to sustain our parish mission.
“Every man according as he purposes in his heart, so let him give;
not grudgingly, or of necessity, for God loves a cheerful giver. 2Cor 9:7
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Assumption St. Vincent DePaul Christmas
Sponsorship Program

Sponsor Interest Intake Form
The Assumption St. Vincent DePaul organizes a Christmas
program each year that provides assistance to needy families
in the area. An important part of this program is connecting
families, individuals and businesses interested in sponsoring a
family for the holidays with individuals and families in need of
the help.
Persons being sponsored are usually provided with a Christmas
gift or two, possibly some needed household items and a food
basket. Sponsorships can be “open” or “closed”, where “open”
sponsorships involve both parties meeting each other in person.
A “closed” sponsorship means that both parties are kept anony-
mous. St. Vincent DePaul coordinates matching compatible
parties together and the delivery of items in “closed” sponsor-
ships.
Now is the time to discern your desire to help others during the
Christmas season.
Use this form to notify St. Vincent DePaul of your willingness
to sponsor a family or person for Christmas.

Your name:

Contact Number: ( )

Youare:  anIndividual __ representing a family/
group _ representing a business,

Business Name:

You/your group is interested in sponsoring

A family with children A senior _ No preference

The maximum number of family members you would like in

your sponsored family:

We prefer to have an “open” sponsorship where we will
know our sponsored families names and will share with them

directly.

We prefer to have a “closed” sponsorship where we

and the family/person we sponsor will remain anonymous.

If you are in need of help now or for the holidays please
contact the St. Vincent DePaul help line at 636-272-4758.
Mail completed forms to: Assumption St. Vincent DePaul
403 N. Main Street, O'Fallon, MO 63366, or

Drop in the collection basket.

Save The Date!

On December 8, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception,
at 7:30am, we will dedicate the new “Lourdes Grotto”
located on the property of the Sisters of the Most
Precious Blood (Main St, O Fallon).

Parish Office Closed
Please Note: The Parish Office will be closed Thanksgiv-
ing Day, November 26 and Friday, November 27.

Annual Adoption Mass

Today Nov 22, 10:00am at the Cathedral Basilica. Arch-
bishop Carlson, celebrant and homilist. Come join us
pray for families who have been touched by the gift of
adoption.

Custodial/Maintenance Job Opening
Duchesne High School (St Charles). Hours: 2:00pm —
10:30pm. Salary Commiserate with experience
Contact Dominic Muich — 636.946.6767 ext. 6917

EXTRAORDINARY Pope Francis recently
JUBILEE OF MERCY  announced that from December 8
- this year right through to Novem-
ber 20, 2016 the Vatican will be
celebrating a special jubilee in the
form of a global holy year of mer-

cy.

*IT WILL BE A Hq‘n,“\jl}“gaﬁk OF MERCY.”
The pope has symbolically called
on the entire global Roman Catholic Church to reflect his
message of compassion and pardon.

Pope Francis said that mercy is “The beating heart of the
Gospel”.

The letter, published by the Vatican in seven languages, is
striking for the global scope the pontiff envisions the Ju-
bilee year taking, with availability for pardon and mercy
seemingly available to all.

Archbishop Carlson stated, “As we journey together and
prepare for the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, may we
recognize that we are strangers no longer and seek to
bring to light God’s mercy: “It is time to return to the ba-
sics and to bear the weaknesses and struggles of our
brothers and sisters. Mercy is the force that reawakens us
to new life and instills in us the courage to look to the
future with hope” (Misericordiae Vultus, 10).

Read more at http://www.inquisitr.com/2167799/pope-
francis-extraordinary-jubilee-the-global-holy-year-of-
mercy/#DKOxg7Vz0QRHVxjk.99
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16 days to “Orange The World”

From November 25 through December 10, Human Rights
Day, the 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Vio-
lence aim to raise public awareness and mobilizing people
everywhere to bring about change. All are asked to wear
something orange from November 25 to December 10 as
a reminder to themselves and others they meet to end vio-
lence against women and girls.

This year, the UN Secretary-General’s UNIiTE to End Vi-
olence against Women campaign invites you to “Orange
the world,” using the color designated by the UNIiTE cam-
paign to symbolize a brighter future without violence.
Organize events to range streets, schools and landmarks!

A staggering one in three women have experienced physi-
cal or sexual violence in their lifetime—a pandemic of
global proportions. Unlike an illness, however, perpetra-
tors and even entire societies choose to commit violence -
and can choose to stop. Violence is not inevitable — it can
be prevented. But it’s not as straightforward as eradicat-
ing a virus. There is no vaccine, medication or cure. And
there is no one single reason for why it happens

As such, prevention strategies should be holistic, with
multiple interventions undertaken in parallel in order to
have long-lasting and permanent effects. Many sectors,
actors and stakeholders need to be engaged. More evi-
dence is emerging on what interventions work to prevent
violence—from community mobilization to change social
norms, to comprehensive school interventions targeting
staff and pupils, to economic empowerment and income
supplements coupled with gender equality training.

Prevention is the 2015 theme of the International Day for
the Elimination of Violence against Women on November
25 and of the UNITE to End Violence against Women
Campaign’s 16 days call for action. This year, at the offi-
cial commemoration at UN Headquarters in New York,
the first UN Framework on Preventing Violence against
Women will be launched and discussed (ECOSOC Cham-
ber; 10am—12 noon). This document stems from the col-
laboration of seven UN entities: UN Women, ILO,
OHCHR, UNDP, UNESCO, UNFPA and WHO. The
framework develops a common understanding for the UN
System, policymakers and other stakeholders on prevent-
ing violence against women and provides a theory of
change to underpin
action.

cnd Vinlence

See more at: http://
wWww.unwomen.org/
en/news/in-focus/end
-violence-against-
women

November 25
is International Day for
the Elimination of Violence Against Women

Let’s Celebrate Thanksgiving Day
Join us on Thursday, November 26, and we will once
again have a special Eucharistic celebration at 9:00am.

It is special in several ways. First let this day be a re-
minder that “Eucharist” means “thanksgiving”. It seems
then that taking part in the Eucharist on Thanksgiving
Day is a most appropriate way of celebrating this holi-
day. We hope that you will join us.

Secondly, you are invited to bring gifts for the poor.
These can be money or the usual items you bring for the
St. Vincent de Paul Society. On this day don’t leave them
at the St. Vincent de Paul Society Depository but bring
them to your pews with you. At the time of the Presenta-
tion of the Gifts, instead of the ushers/greeters passing
the baskets, you will be asked to bring your own gifts
forward into the sanctuary so they might serve as a sign
for us to see. The ushers/greeters will be there to assist
you.

Finally, you are invited to also bring something that you
will be using at your own Thanksgiving Dinner or taking
to someone else’s. Let it be anything, cooked or un-
cooked, that you are able to handle easily. Again bring
this to your pew with you. At some point in the Eucha-
rist, you will be asked to hold up these items to be
blessed. After Mass take them home with you to be used
for your meal. The idea behind this is to help make a con-
nection between the Lord’s Table g

and your own feasting table. In | =0 Thanksgiving
BLESSINGS

this way you are bringing God’s {3
blessing to your own table. If you [
are particularly creative, you P
might even use this item to focus
your meal prayer that day.

Please Note: There will be no
6:30am Mass on Thanksgiving
Day.

Catholic Campaign for Human Development
Special Collection This Weekend

The Catholic Campaign for Human Development
(CCHD) is the official domestic anti-poverty program of
the US Catholic Bishops. CCHD helps fulfill our
Church’s mission to go out and minister in the margins of
society. The CCHD does this by addressing the root
causes of poverty and providing funding to community
and economic development organizations that empower
low-income people to find solutions to problems in their
communities.
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An ideal place to get
unique gifts for the
holidays. Buying fair
trade items creates
opportunities, prohibits
child labor, supports
safe and empowering
working conditions, and
supports living wages
for our brothers and
sisters around the world.

What you buy impacts
| o
the world! r Chri stmas

Shop for sterling silver

and rhodium religious Ma,rket
jewelry. H portion of the

proceeds goes to

organizations that help

survivors of sexual abuse i

heal from their emotional @79

scars.

http://www.compelling- | }j&ﬂhttp/ /www.plowsharing.org

creations.com g




HELP FEED
THE HUNGRY

FILL THE TRAILER WITH NON-PERISHABLE FOOD ITEMS

“This weekend the 24/Seven
Assumption Men’s Group will be
staffing the trailer, parked outside
the church doors, before and after
all masses to collect non-perishable
food items to be donated to the St
Vincent DePaul Food Pantry to
feed the homeless and hungry. We
are called to help those that are in
need. Please show your support by
donating as many food items as
possible. Wouldn’t it be GREAT
that if we as a parish family could
fill the entire trailer?”

The generous will be blessed, for
they share their food with the poor.
Proverbs 22:9
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