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“For if I cause you pain , who can make me
happy again but the ones I grieved? I know
you all well enough to be convinced that my
happiness is yours. That is why I write to you
in great sorrow and anguish …to help you realize
the great love I have for you. (2Cor 1: 2-4)”
I want to extend to all of you, our faithful parishioners, my deepest apology
for the inappropriate article which appeared in the bulletin last week. I
imagined the many ways I could have prevented it from happening (living
in the past); I spent no small amount of time imagining how people will
continue to respond, what effect this may have on our mission (living in
the future); and then I made a conscious decision to be fully awake to this
present moment. It is only in the present that God’s Grace can pour into
our hearts, that God’s Mercy can flow through us into the world.
Then I set about returning all the phone calls I had received from police
officers throughout the region. Without fail, every call was an opportunity
to receive God’s Mercy from them; men and women who risk their lives
for me every day, the same men and women who were needlessly disparaged in the article; these same men and women were still disappointed, but
they were kind, even compassionate toward me. Their hearts seek only
peace, and I began to experience the peace of Christ in my heart. I also
learned more what life is like for them on a daily basis. They humbly
invited me to see the vulnerability of their lives and the lives of those they
love. I cannot thank them enough for their service, their sacrifice and their
forgiveness.
It is disappointing that this divisive article appeared in our bulletin. Our
bulletin is a vehicle of communication; at its heart it must remain aligned
with our mission to bring Christ to the world. The healing which is most
needed in our culture must take place at the level of soul. Rather than
contributing to our capacity to heal, this article has served only to separate
us one from another. My pledge to you is that this bulletin will indeed be
wholly dedicated to that deeper purpose of inviting us more meaningfully
into relationship with each other, with our neighbors, with Mary and with
God.
Many have asked, “how could this happen?” While there can be no excuse
for it happening as it did, I can assure you that protocols are in place to
make sure it never happens again. This particular article first appeared on a
blog site, “Care2.” It was then reprinted with minor edits by a local organization, Metropolitan Congregations United (MCU). This local organization
is comprised of many churches throughout the St. Louis area, including
Catholic Parishes. I have actually been affiliated with them over the years
(continued on next page)
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as several of the parishes I have served are member
congregations. While I deplore the article and did
not see it in MCU’s publications, this does answer
the question how it could ever even be considered
for our bulletin.
What is next? One blessing which has already
flowed from this experience is a renewed commitment to redesign our bulletin and realign our ministries. During our prayer day in June the Pastoral
Team explored again the possibility of aligning our
ministries with our Patron Saints, Mary, the Holy
Family, St. Vincent de Paul, St. Francis of Assisi
and St. Monica. This was also our theme for Leadership Day last September. It makes sense that our
bulletin should mirror our worship space; our statues reflect saints whose lives have shown us how
we can bring Christ to the world.
I have often preached that our magnificent growth
as a parish is not just a growth in numbers; it is also
a deepening of faith, a communion which binds us
together as a parish family, as children of God, as
followers of Mary and as the Body of Christ. As
your pastor, I have not taken enough steps to align
our practices with our deeper purpose. This has

been a wake-up call for me. Assumption Parish is
a beautiful, holy people. You all love each other
so well; you bring Christ to the world in so many
powerful ways. Yet even as we experience an incredibly vibrant and joyful parish, we all know that
God has much more in mind for us. We are yet a
gathering of embers; the waves of this misplaced
bulletin article seemed, for a brief moment, to take
our flame away. We have rallied in love for each
other; you have shown your great love for your
parish. We have also rallied for our men and
women who serve to protect us every day; we will
continue to pray for them and honor them in more
specific ways. And I want us to evermore align
our hearts with Mary and to conform our hearts to
the Sacred Heart of Jesus.
Thank you again
for your faithful
commitment to the
mission of the
Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Parish. I am proud
to be your pastor.
God bless you.

Fr. Mitch

This Week At Assumption
Sunday July 24

Wednesday, July 27

Baptism
1:15pm Church

33 Days to Morning Glory
9:00am & 7:00pm Hall C

Monday July 25

Extreme Teen
7:00pm Hall C

Club 50+
6:00pm Hall C

Tuesday, July 26
Eucharistic Adoration
9:00am-6:30pm
PHD/Benediction
6:30pm Chapel
CRHP Men
7:00pm Hall C

St. Vincent De Paul
7:00pm Meyer Combined

Thursday July 28
24/7 Men’s Ministry
Guest Speaker: Dr Tom Wagner
7:00pm Hall A/B
Small Church Community
7:00pm Parish Center

“Ask and you will receive; seek and
you will find; knock and the door
will be opened to you.” Luke 11:9
Jesus assures us that if we ask Him,
God will take care of what we need.
The problem is that in our culture
we often confuse what we really
need with what we simply want.
Many people need very little. However, we usually want so much
more. A good steward only asks
God for what he needs.
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Jubilee Year of Mercy
Pope: Mercy is “The Beating Heart of the Gospel”
“Many question in their hearts Why a Jubilee of Mercy
today? Simply because the church, in this time of great
historical change, is called to offer more evident signs of
God’s presence and closeness. This is not the time to be
distracted; on the contrary, we need to be vigilant and to
reawaken in ourselves the capacity to see what is essential. This is a time for the church to rediscover the
meaning of the mission entrusted to her by the Lord on
the day of Easter To be a sign and an instrument of the
Father’s mercy (cf. Jn 20:21-23).
For this reason, the Holy
Year must keep alive the
desire to know how to welcome the numerous signs of
the tenderness which God
offers to the whole world
and, above all, to those who
suffer, who are alone and
abandoned, without hope of being pardoned or feeling
the Father’s love. A Holy Year to experience strongly
within ourselves the joy of having been found by Jesus,
the Good Shepherd who has come in search of us because we were lost.
A Jubilee to receive the warmth of his love when he
bears us upon his shoulders and brings us back to the
Father’s house. A year in which to be touched by the
Lord Jesus and to be transformed by his mercy, so that
we may become witnesses to mercy. Here, then, is the
reason for the Jubilee: because this is the time for mercy.
It is the favorable time to heal wounds, a time not to be
weary of meeting all those who are waiting to see and to
touch with their hands the signs of the closeness of God,
a time to offer everyone the way of forgiveness and reconciliation.
May the Mother of God open our eyes, so that we may
comprehend the task to which
we have been called; and may
she obtain for us the grace to
experience this Jubilee of Mercy
as faithful and fruitful witnesses
of Christ.” Pope Francis

Attention ALL Lectors
If you would like a Lector Workbook for Year A, we are
now taking orders. Please be sure to sign your name on
the sign-up sheet located in the Guadeloupe Room or call
Barb Stettner at 314.324.3666 or email at:
creativebarb@charter.net. Deadline to get your order in
is August 30. Thank you for proclaiming the Word of
God in the beautiful way that you do .

Fall Festival
Attention Assumption Parishioners!! The Fall Festival
Committee has already begun planning for this years
Parish Fall Festival, which will take place during the
weekend of October 15-16, so mark your calendars!
This year, we will need over 600 volunteers to make this
a success, so please stay tuned as sign-ups will become
available in the weeks to come.
In the meantime, the Fall Festival Committee is looking
for 2 individuals or a team of individuals to fill Captain
positions for both the Dining Room and also Coffee and
Tea during the Sunday dinner. To join our amazing team
of planners for this year's festival please contact Joe and
Aimee Huff at 636.294.5064.

Hey! Men of Assumption Parish! Looking for opportunities to meet and have fellowship with other men of
Assumption? Well, look no further, we have multiple
opportunities for you!
Join us on Thursday July 28 at 7:00pm for a general
meeting with special guest speaker Dr. Tom Wagner.
Refreshments and fellowship will follow Dr. Tom’s
presentation.
Other upcoming events:
•
Thursday August 25, 7pm - Sophia House Yard General Meeting with Game Night to Follow
•
Thursday September 22, 7pm - Father Joe Kempf
Parish Center, General Meeting – Golf Tournament
Prep
•
Saturday September 24 – Host Annual Golf Scramble for Assumption School
•
Friday-Sunday October 14 – 16 - Provide Work for
Assumption Fall Festival
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“Come away by yourselves to a quiet
place and rest awhile.”
Mark 6:31
The Holy Eucharist is the most precious gift which God has entrusted to His
Church. In His great love for us, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ gives us
His very Body and Blood to be received under the appearances of ordinary
bread and wine at Holy Mass.
Our Lord also invites us to spend time in silent, personal prayer with Him in
the ancient practice of Eucharistic adoration. “In the most blessed Sacrament of the
Eucharist, the Body and Blood, together with the soul and divinity, of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and, therefore, the whole Christ is truly, really, and substantially contained. Therefore, to visit
the Blessed Sacrament is a proof of gratitude, an expression of love, and a duty of
adoration toward Christ our Lord. (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1374 & 1418)”
It is the practice of the Church that at least two people should be present whenever the
Eucharist is exposed for adoration. Please prayerfully consider whether you may be able to
take some time during your week to visit with our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament to “keep
watch for but one hour” and offer your personal prayers of praise, thanksgiving and petition.
Check any of the boxes below which apply to you and please return the lower half of this sheet
to the baskets that will be in the narthex next week. We would like to extend the time during
which Eucharistic Adoration is available in our chapel, but first, we would like to hear from
you.

___________________________________________
Eucharistic Adoration
I would be available to spend a weekly hour in the adoration chapel:

□On Weekday Mornings (between 5am - 12pm)
□On Weekday Afternoons (12pm - 6pm)
□On Weekday Evenings (6pm - 10pm)
□During the Night (10pm - 5am)
□On Sundays (1pm - 10pm)
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Mass Intentions
Sunday, July 24
8:00am Alfredo Carranza
10:00am Ralph Schmitz
12:00pm People Of The Parish

Monday, July 25
6:30am
8:00am

Ralph Menne
Kenneth Lang

Tuesday, July 26
6:30am
8:00am

Harold Monroe
Ester Kues

Wednesday, July 27
6:30am
8:00am

Deceased Sisters of the Most
Precious Blood
Carlos Cortez
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Server Schedule

Around Town

Saturday, July 30
5:00pm
Jessica Roesch
Molly Morris
Delsin Puchalski
Sunday, July 31
8:00am
Casey Sachs
Jacob Moore
Maddie Wyant
10:00am
Taylor Midden
Alexis Greene
Emma Ek
12:00pm
Evan Williams
McKenzie Nelson
Chloe Hammond

Immaculate Conception (Agusta),
All you can eat breakfast July 24,
8:00am-noon

Thursday, July 28
6:30am
8:00am

Living and Deceased Parents
and Relatives of Sisters
Marge Burkemper

Friday, July 29
6:30am
8:00am

Shawn Piel
Maurice Shipper

Saturday, July 30
9:00am
5:00pm

Vocations
Steven Scott Roberts

Sunday, July 31
8:00am Georgian Bochantin
10:00am John Potts
12:00pm People Of The Parish

Cake Donations
Needed
Hosted by Girl Scout
group 2350 to benefit
Assumption School. Looking for
cake donations for our cake walk.
Event is scheduled August 4. Cakes
can be brought to parish center August 3 (time TBA). Any questions
contact Maureen Lawrence at
636.373.2989 or
memadigan@hotmail.com

Please pray for the repose
of the soul of:
Dorothy Arnold
of Our Parish Community
Neal Moran
Husband of Diane Moran

Evelyn Loeffler
Mother of Mark Loeffler and
Mary Engel
Amy DePyper
Sister-in-Law of Josh and
Bekah Ragland

Allsup Entrepreneurship Academy,
St Louis Univ, July 25-29, open to
high school students. For more info
contact Laura, 314.977.3282 or
lauragardner@slu.edu.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
July 24-July 31
Mon: 2 Cor 4:7-15; Ps 126:1bc6; Mt 20:20-28
Tue: Jer 14:17-22; Ps 79:8, 9,
11, 13;Mt 13:36-43
Wed: Jer 15:10, 16-21; Ps 59:24, 10-11, 17-18;Mt 13:4446
Thu: Jer 18:1-6; Ps 146:1b-6ab;
Mt 13:47-53
Fri: Jer 26:1-9; Ps 69:5, 8-10,
14; Jn 11:19-27or Lk 10:38
-42
Sat: Jer 26:11-16, 24; Ps 69:15
-16, 30-31, 33-34;Mt 14:112
Sun: Eccl 1:2; 2:21-23; Ps 90:36, 12-14, 17;Col 3:1-5, 911; Lk 12:13-21

Stewardship
Our Gifts to God and Parish
We are grateful to you for your presence, your participation,
and your financial support of Assumption Parish.

June 26, 2016
Envelopes (518)
Loose
Total

$
$
$

28,067
777
28,844

Jul 1, 15 - Jun 30, 2016

$
$
$

1,723,013
60,989
1,783,702

Budget 1,871,751

Loan Balance as of 6/30/16: $2,220,345
It takes an average weekly collection of $36,000
to sustain our parish mission.
“Every man according as he purposes in his heart, so let him give;
not grudgingly, or of necessity, for God loves a cheerful giver. 2Cor 9:7
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Assumption Youth Ministry

Our pilgrimage has finally arrived!!! This weekend
we are heading to Krakow, Poland with millions of
other young people to experience God’s goodness
in beautiful ways. We feel so incredibly blest to be a
part of World Youth Day 2016! Your Sunday offering makes a difference! Because of you we have
been able to offset the cost for 25 of us to experience this once in a lifetime and holy adventure.
Thank you for this gift! We look forward to sharing
with you our journey.
Follow us to experience WYD 2016 with us and
please keep us in your prayers!
July
27 – STUDIP (Spunky Time U Don’t Intentionally
Pass-up!!! ULTIMATE FRISBEE – We’ll be playing
for bragging rights…who’s in????
29 – 8am Mass & Donuts – Come on up and be assured we will meet in the Eucharist with all those in
Poland!
Facebook: Assumption Church Youth Group
Twitter: ACYG Youth Ministry@acygyouth
Instagram: acyg.youthministry

Blood Drive Coming Soon
Mississippi Valley Regional Blood
Center will be in the Parish Center on
Wednesday, August 17, 3:00pm 7:00pm. We would like to welcome
you there and accept your donation of
the gift of life! If you have not donated since June 22,
you are eligible to donate at this drive.
Please contact Mary Anne Robinson at 636.474.2677
with any questions. You may go to:
www.bloodcenterIMPACT.org (use sponsor code 9007)
to schedule an appointment. Mississippi Valley representative, Terry Deters, is also available to answer any
questions you may have about donating. He can be
reached at 314.291.4741 x 227.
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Fall 2016 Volleyball CYC Officials
New and returning referees and scorekeepers must attend
at least one training/clinic session prior to the season.
Sessions being offered on:
Sunday, August 7, at ICD 6:00-8:00pm
Saturday, August 13, at St Theodore 1:00-3:00pm
Sunday, August 14, at St Joe (Cottleville) 6:30-8:30pm.
Sign –in sheets, by parish will be provided at each site.
Officials must also register with the CYC-SOA using the
www.cycstl.net website.

PSR Registration
PSR - Parish School of Religion - is designed for all students who are not in a day
school whereby faith formation is on-going.
We are currently accepting students from
grade 1 through grade 8.
Contact Krista - 636.240.1020 to register for the upcoming school year. If you prefer, go to the parish website
and follow the link under "Religious Ed." We are looking forward to meeting you and your family!

50+Club News
Annual Dinner
Our annual fried chicken dinner will be Mon, July 25 at
6:00pm in Hall C. Everyone who is signed up, please
bring a vegetable, fruit, or dessert dish to share. Our
guest speaker will be Mark Strodtman, RN on senior
health issues. If you have any questions, please call
Martha at 636.294.3367.
Bus Tour
Bus Tour on Aug 11 to the renovated Old Cathedral (St
Louis), and IKEA. Lunch included at IKEA. In addition
we will tour the Magic Chef Mansion (Compton Hgts).
Bus leaves Assumption at 9am. Cost: $79 per person.
All are invited. To RSVP call Bev 636.485.7979.

Sisters of the Most Precious Blood
Plant & Bake Sale
Mt Carmel and the Most Precious Blood Sisters of O’Fallon are sponsoring a Plant & Bake Sale to benefit the
Alzheimer’s Association. The sale will be held on Aug 5
from 9:00am-12:00pm at Mt. Carmel Senior Living, 204
N. Main St, O’Fallon, MO, and at Assumption Church,
Aug 6 & 7 after all the Masses. Donations can be
dropped off before 9:00am on Aug 5. For more information contact Angela 636.240.5754
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Prayer: Spending Time with God: Stewardship involves
spending time with God. Recognizing that every day is a
gift from God, we strive to spend some of each day with
God, through prayer, Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, scripture reading, quiet, meditation and other spiritual activities. During this time we ask God how He wants us to use
the gifts He has given to us.

What IS Stewardship, exactly…
It is difficult to teach or practice stewardship, unless we
have a clear understanding of exactly what stewardship is.
If we wish to embrace stewardship, we must gradually learn
to embrace every definition or aspect of what stewardship
really is.
Scripture Based: All of the teachings of stewardship come
directly from the Gospels, the Old Testament and the letters
of the New Testament. Stewardship is not a new fad, or
environmental word. Stewardship is the way God has expected His people to live since the beginning of time.
Dependence on God: Stewardship is recognizing that everything we have is a gift from God. We can take credit for
nothing. Everything we have and everything we do is a result of some gift that God has placed into our hands.
Gratitude: Stewardship is living a life of gratitude taking
the time every day to recognize the gifts that God has given
and to be grateful for them.
Giving Back: Stewardship is returning a portion of our
gifts to God. The gifts we return are our time (Prayer), our
talent (Participation) and our treasure (Generosity). We
return these gifts not because God or our Church needs
them but because we feel an overwhelming need to show
our love and gratitude to God.
Transformative: Stewardship is transformative. Once we
embrace the stewardship message it changes the way we
look at every decision we make. Stewardship becomes a
total way of life.
A Love Response: Once we allow God to truly take up
residence in our hearts we become so overwhelmed by His
abundant love for us that we just naturally feel the need to
join our lives with Him and dedicate our time, talent and
treasure to carrying out God’s work here on earth. Our generosity comes from within and not from any external pressure or reward.
Proportionate Giving: Stewardship calls us to realize that
each of us is called to give as God has given to us. We no
longer base our giving on what others are giving. We no
longer excuse ourselves from giving because we do not see
others giving. Rather we give in proportion to all that God
has given to us.

Participation: Sharing Talent: Stewardship involves sharing talent. Recognizing that God has given each individual
unique skills and talents so that together we can do the
work of Our Lord, we strive to share our own talents and to
encourage and welcome others to also use their talents to
participate in the mission and ministry of the Church.
Generosity: Giving Treasure: Stewardship involves giving
treasure. Giving time and talent does not excuse us from
giving treasure. Throughout the Gospels, Jesus challenged
us to give as it has been given to us. Aware of our tremendous financial blessings, we strive to give generously to
support the building up of God's kingdom. We recognize
the 10% tithe as an important sacrificial goal. Although this
level of giving may not be immediately possible, we are
aware of what percentage we are giving
back. We regularly strive to increase our generosity, taking
small incremental steps toward giving a full tithe.
Trust in God: Stewardship is trusting God. We believe
that our generous God will always provide for us. None of
us will ever have all that we want, but we will always have
all that we need.
Accountability: Stewardship calls us to recognize that just
as in the Parable of the Talents, each of us will someday be
asked by God to give an accounting of all that we have
done with the gifts that have been given to us. Likewise,
parish communities that embrace stewardship must be accountable to the community for the way in which the parish
uses the gifts entrusted to it.
Thankfulness: Stewardship calls us to be ever grateful for
the gifts that God has given. Not only are we called to be
grateful to God, but we also must be grateful to one another. Just as we thank God every day, a stewardship parish
must also show gratitude, recognition and appreciation to
those who have given generously to the support of the parish.
Counter-Cultural: Stewardship is counter-cultural. While
society encourages us to continually strive for more and
more, stewardship helps us to recognize that we already
have more than enough. In fact, we have enough to share.
Discipleship: Stewardship is discipleship. We strive to put
God first in all things and to follow where Our Lord might
lead.
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17TH Annual Assumption
Golf Tournament.

Assumption 5k & 1 Mile Fun Run
September 17
Join us for the 4th annual Assumption Crusader 5k or 1
mile fun run on Saturday September 17.
The 5K starts at the Assumption School Parking lot at
8:00 am, the 1 Mile Fun Run starts at 9:00 am. The race
benefits Assumption School and Church. 5K race is
timed. Awards for all finishers 10 and under and winners
of the 5K.
All participants will receive a dri-fit shirt, food, beverages,
and beer after the race, plus your runner bag with goodies. Sign up early and save! Sign up at:
http://www.fleetfeetstlouis.com/racing/highlighted-races/
crusader-run
The Crusader Run offers something for everyone, all ages and all fitness levels! If you are not a runner or walker
you can still take part, volunteers are needed, email us at
ofallonmo@snapfitness.com to help out.
Entry Fees:
5K
$25 on or before
August 20
$30 after August 20
1 Mile Fun Run $15 on or
before August 20
$20 after August 20

CELEBRATION
OF THE MASS
Weekend Masses

Saturday

9:00am

(Motherhouse Chapel)

Vigil
Sunday

5:00pm
8:00am
10:00am
12:00pm

Daily Mass

Weekdays 6:30am
(Motherhouse Chapel)

8:00am
RECONCILIATION
Saturday
4:00–4:45pm
BAPTISM
2nd and 4th Sundays of each month at
1:15pm. Required Preparation Class.
Call 240.3721 to register.
ST VINCENT DE PAUL
636.272.4758 (Helpline)

This year’s tournament will be at
Bear Creek Golf Club in Wentzville
on Saturday September 24. Shotgun
start at 1:30pm. Registration fee of
$100 ($75 for youth 14 and under)
includes Golf, Cart, Mulligans, Skins,
and Beverages throughout the tournament. Registration
fee includes lunch before and dinner afterwards as well.
There will be prizes for A, B, and C flights so golfers of
all skill level have a chance to win. There will be attendance prizes and raffle items as well.
Online registration is now available, so don’t delay. Get
your team together and register online at:
http://goo.gl/9tYsyk.
Sponsor opportunities available. Check out
assumptionbvm.org for more details.
If you have questions or are not able to register on line,
contact Mike Bigler
at 314.915.5968 or
email:
Mjb7203@bjc.org

CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE
Those preparing for marriage should contact
the rectory at least one year in advance.
One party must be a registered member of
Assumption and living an active, practicing
Catholic life. Contact Christine at the Parish
Office.
RITE of CHRISTIAN INITIATION
of ADULTS
(RCIA) Process through which adults are
initiated into the Catholic Church by Baptism or Profession of Faith. For information
Missy Lowrey 314.630.3983.
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION
Religious instruction in the Catholic faith.
Call Krista Kenkel, 636.240.1020 for information or to register.
CATHOLICS RETURNING HOME
For inactive Catholics returning to Church.
For more information call Steve King,
699.9961 or Dee King 734.3437.

MINISTRY OF CONSOLATION
For one-on-one grief support, contact Kris
Bohn at 379.8567, and for information regarding our grief support series, which is
held twice per year, contact Lynn Crews at
294.0821.
OFFICE INFORMATION
403 N Main Street
O’Fallon MO 63366
636.240.3721 Parish Office
636.240.3722 Fax
Office Hours - Weekdays 8:30am–4:00pm
ASSUMPTION SCHOOL
Principal: Laurie Zaleuke
636.240.4474
BULLETIN NOTICES
Submit to Parish Office
by Tuesday 9:00am
WEBSITE
www.assumptionbvm.org
facebook.com/
assumptionparish

@assumptionmedia
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