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Our Own Fab Four

This Divine Mercy Sunday is Easter Sunday. For
eight days we have proclaimed the Resurrection of
the Lord and expressed our own longing for resurrection life. The faith and the longing run so deep
in us, all the prayers today are uttered just as they
were when we first encountered the empty tomb; indeed it is one moment of prayer which is truly eternal. Not even eight days are enough…
we will continue for 50 days, then Pentecost will leave us on fire for the
Lord forever.
John, Paul, George and Ringo gave us “Eight days a week I love you;
eight days a week is not enough to show I care…” I believe our fascination with the Beatles is born out of a similar place as our faith in our
own Fab Four: Father, Son, Spirit and Mary. Contemporary culture
most often comes up empty, never providing the answers to the longings
of our hearts. But we are nonetheless tempted, over and over again, to
seek satisfaction in the things which cannot last. The love songs of the
Beatles hint at the eternal; eight days in a week speaks of creation, hope
and fidelity. But to run with the Beatles’ tunes without being grounded
in faith is to place our trust in the things of this world without properly
gathering them up into the things of heaven. We cannot heal our culture
by running away from it. We cannot heal our souls by embracing our
culture. We must bring healing to our souls from the Grace of God
poured out in Christ Jesus, our Risen Lord. Then we bring healing to
our culture through the outpouring of God’s Mercy from within us.
Mary is a beautiful witness of God’s Grace and Mercy; she is the first to
be called “full of Grace.” And she stands at the foot of the cross as the
first witness to God’s Mercy and Resurrection Life. I am so glad the
Archbishop has chosen Mary to be our model of God’s tender Mercy for
this year’s Annual Catholic Appeal. Mary shows us how to love Christ
with our whole heart, to trust the spirit of the Risen Christ already at
work in us and to share Christ with the
whole world. As disciples of Mary we
can transform our world from a top 40 hit
into the New, the Heavenly Jerusalem.
Eight days a week are not enough to
express our joy in the Risen Christ.
Fr Mitch

Holy Family . . . Pray for us

Annual Catholic Appeal
Doubting Thomas
The reading from the Acts of the
Apostles affirms the call to living and
supporting one another in a community of faith. Together, the apostles
lived, worked and prayed together, with “exultation and
sincerity of heart” (Acts 2:42-47).
The Annual Catholic Appeal is a call to live this same
community, sharing One Heart in Charity, in the spirit of
the early apostles and Mary, who shared in their mission.
Every day, thousands of people turn to the Archdiocese
of St. Louis for help. In our schools and parishes, at home
and at work, and in agencies and at work, and in agencies
and apostolates named for Our Lady, we work to share in
the same mission of community and compassion.
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Choral Arts Concert
Celebration and Praise
The Concert Arts Association invites you to join them for
their 45th season of musical excitement today, April 23,
2:00pm in the Assumption Chapel. The Choral Arts
Singers, joined by the Francis Howell North High School
Concert Choir and members of the St Charles Symphony
Society, will present Joseph Haydn’s “Little Organ Mass”
in Bb flat major along with other selections of Celebration and Praise. Admission is $7 (Adults), $3 (6-18
years) and will be collected at the door. Doors open 30
minutes prior to event.

Adult Confirmation
June 4 at the Cathedral Basilica, St. Louis. Are you an
adult Catholic who has received all of your Sacraments
except Confirmation and would like to, please call the
parish office at 636.240.3721. We will meet with you
and walk you through the process of Adult Confirmation.

This Week At Assumption
Sunday; April 23
Annual Catholic Appeal
RCIA
8:00am Hall C
Sunday Preschool
10:00am School
Baptism
1:15pm Church
Divine Mercy Sunday
Program Begins at 2:30pm Church
Choral Arts Concert
2:00pm Chapel

Monday, April 24
CRHP Women
6:30pm Room D/E
New Day School Families
6:30 pm Hall A/B
Club 50+
7:00pm Hall C
CRHP Men
7:00pm Sophia House

Tuesday, April 25
Perpetual Help Devotions
6:30pm Chapel
PSR
6:00pm Church

Wednesday, April 26
MOP’S
9:15pm Parish Center
Bible Study
10:00am Sophia House
PSR
6:00pm Church
Youth Ministry
7:00pm Hall C

Thursday, April 27
Grief Support
7:00pm Meyer Room
First Communion Parent Rehearsal
7:00 pm Church

Mass and Reception
for Fr Mark
As many of you know Fr Mark
Whitman has been transferred to St
Roberts Parish in St Charles and will
also receive a second assignment
later this spring.
Fr Mark will preside at 5:00pm Mass
on Saturday, May 20 here at
Assumption. A reception in the parish center will follow Mass. All are
welcome to attend and wish Fr Mark
much success in his new assignments.

Saturday, April 29
Annual Catholic Appeal
Wedding
1:30pm Colleen Martens/Mark Murray
First Communion
5:00pm Mass

Sunday, April 30
Annual Catholic Appeal
RCIA
8:00am Hall C
Sunday Preschool
10:00am School
First Communion
Noon and 3:00pm Mass

Baptismal Preparation Class
All parents are required to participate in a class of Pre-Baptismal instruction before having their child/
children baptized at Assumption.
For expectant parents it is often better to attend this class before baby is
born. Call the Parish Office at
240.3721 ext 235 to schedule a class.

Holy Family . . . Pray for us
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We are announcing that it is time to look for new members for our School Board to replace those who
have completed their three-year terms. School Board Members serve in an advisory role, and help set
policies for the good of everyone involved in Assumption School. We are looking for practicing Catholics, eighteen years of age or older, who are sincerely interested in Catholic Education, and who bring
both wisdom, and an openness to listening to the guidance of the Holy Spirit. (Employees of Assumption School are not eligible, and only one member of the same immediate family can serve at the same
time).
Below is a form for you to nominate yourself, or someone else. Those recommended who meet the necessary criteria
will be asked to come to a meeting on May 8 where they will learn more about the role. They will then be invited to
prayerfully discern whether or not God might be calling them to this role which helps our excellent school continue to
grow and improve.

SCHOOL BOARD DISCERNMENT NOMINATION
In light of his/her openness, wisdom, and dedication to the school and the entire parish
community I recommend:
NAME:
for the role of School Board Member.
COMMENTS:

Submitted By (optional):
Nominations may be placed in the collection basket or dropped off at the Parish Office.
Deadline May 5, at Noon.

Server Schedule
Saturday, April 29
5:00pm Austin Long
Kristopher Walsh
Emily Swain
Sunday, April 30
8:00am Zac Keeven
Reece Askin
Nathan Konikkara
10:00am Emma Ek
Blake Thien
Cecilia Johnson
12:00pm Delsin Puchalski
Elisha Butryn
Fionn McAuliffe

Join us for our April 24 meeting in Hall C at 7:00pm. Our
guest speaker, Derlene Hirtz,
whose topic will be “The Language of Age”. Who are
the people who have influenced you the most in your
lifetime? Derlene will speak on some of the most influential people in her life and the profound effects
they have had in designing her life. Through conversation, laughter, and story telling, you will understand
and acknowledge the blessing that you are to so many
friends, family, and perhaps even foe.
Derlene is a former DRE at Assumption and is now an
empowerment coach and speaker. Her talks are inspiring, motivating, and she will leave us with a call to
action.
Questions? Call Martha 636.294.3367

Holy Family . . . Pray for us

April 23, 2017

Performing Arts Youth Retreat
Assumption Youth Ministry

MIDDLE SCHOOL

Current high school students are invited to apply by April
25 for Youth Sing Praise. YSP is a unique musical theatre and retreat camp for teens, where acting, singing,
dancing, performing, praying and community building
thrive. In just nine days and nights, students audition,
learn, and perform a faith-based musical. This year, we
are proud to present Lost & Found, the story of the prodigal son, written by liturgical composer Rory Cooney.
The performance will take place on Saturday, June 24, at
the Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows in Belleville, IL.
Online application and instructions, and more details at
www.youthsingpraise.com or call 314.NOW.4YSP.

May 12 – ARE U READY FOR SUMMA?
EDGE Olympics – Let the GAMES begin…7-9 pm – Meet
at the entrance to the Parish Hall
HIGH SCHOOL
April
26 XTREME TEEN–MERCY!!!! Hall C 7-9pm
May
3 – STUDIP = Spending Time Uplifting Important People
– Come do just that with all of your friends in ACYG!!!!
We’ll be at the Sophia House & on the Parking Lot 78:30pm
10 – INCOMING FRESHMEN WELCOME – Human Tacos, Photo Booth, Games, Music, Crazy Fun...you don’t
want to miss this!!!! 7-9pm Hall C
17 – Bible Study – Let’s focus on God’s Word out in nature if the weather allows. Meet on the back deck of the
Sophia House at 7-8:30pm
24 – XTREME TEEN - Just come cuz you love it!!! 79pm Hall C
31 – 5th WEDNESDAY ROAD TRIP – Hmmm – suggestions?
MARK UR CALENDARS
Catholic Heart Work Camp – South Carolina. June 17-25
Steubenville Mid America on the MO STATE CAMPUS.
July 14-16
All HS YM flyers & permission forms available online at
assumptionbvm.org/Youth-Ministry/High-School-NewsEvents
abvmyouth@gmail.com
Facebook: Assumption Church Youth Group
Twitter: ACYG Youth
Ministry@acygyouth
Instagram: acyg.youthministry

Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!
Your generous response to Archbishop Carlson’s invitation to secure Catholic Education through the Beyond
Sunday Campaign has so far grown over $900,000 from
just 225 donors. This is another sign of our vibrant parish and our desire to bring Christ to the world. If you are
still discerning your gift to the campaign, do not hesitate
to give me a call if you have any questions. God bless
you and God bless Catholic Education in the Archdiocese
of St. Louis.
Fr Mitch

Readings for the Week
April 24 – April 30
Mon: St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen
Acts 4:23-31; Ps 2:1-9; Jn 3:1-8
Tue: St. Mark, Evangelist
1 Pt 5:5b-14; Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17;
Mk 16:15-20
Wed: Acts 5:17-26; Ps 34:2-9; Jn 3:16-21
Thu: Acts 5:27-33; Ps 34:2, 9, 17-20; Jn 3:31-36
Fri: St Peter Chanel, St Louis Grignion
de Montfort
Acts 5:34-42; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Jn 6:1-15
Sat: St Catherine of Siena
Acts 6:1-7; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19; Jn 6:16-21
Sun: Acts 2:14, 22-33; Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-11;
1 Pt 1:17-21; Lk 24:13-35
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Divine Mercy Sunday
hosted by
Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Parish
Today ~ April 23, 2017

Mass
Intentions

Sunday, April 23

•

8:00am Special Intention J
10:00am Walter Shaughnessy
12:00pm People Of The Parish

•

Monday, April 24
6:30am
8:00am

Neal Lovelace
Shirley Dean Humphries

Tuesday, April 25
6:30am
8:00am

Robert Scholten
Dorothy Haines

Wednesday, April 26
6:30am
8:00am

Sr. Elizabeth Weinman
Edward Schoenherr

Thursday, April 27
6:30am
8:00am

Sr Dolores Emge
Andrew Thornhill

Friday, April 28
6:30am
8:00am

Cody Currier
Joseph & Susan McHugh

Saturday, April 29
9:00am
5:00pm

Living & Deceased Parents &
Relatives of Sisters
Edna Hoeckelman

Sunday, April 30
8:00am
10:00am
12:00pm
3:00 pm

Francis & Alice McHugh
Mary Dunn
People Of The Parish
Grumich & Konowicz Families

Annual Spring Cleaning and
SVDP Donation Truck!
Mark your calendars—May 20/21 our
St Vincent dePaul Society will have a
truck in the Assumption parking lot to
fill with your donations. More details
will be available in the following
weeks.

•
•
•
•
•

Beginning in Church at 2:30pm:
Confessions begin at 2:30 p.m.
Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament
Holy Rosary
Chaplet of Divine Mercy 3:00pm
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass begins at 4:00 p.m.
Divine Mercy Novena Begins on Good Friday

Writings from the Diary of St. Faustina who inspired Divine Mercy:
“I promise that the soul that will venerate this image will not perish.” (Diary 48) “My gaze from this image is like My gaze from the
cross.” (Diary 326) “I am offering people a vessel with which they
are to keep coming for graces to the fountain of mercy. That vessel is
this image with the signature: ‘Jesus, I trust in You’” (Diary 327) I
promise that the soul that will venerate this image will not perish.” (Diary 48) “My gaze from this image is like My gaze from the
cross.” (Diary 326) “I am offering people a vessel with which they are
to keep coming for graces to the fountain of mercy. That vessel is this
image with the signature: ‘Jesus, I trust in You’” (Diary 327) “By
means of this image, I shall be granting many graces to souls; so let
every soul have access to it.” (Diary 570)

St Vincent DePaul . . . Pray for us

Becoming Stewards
of the Easter Season
Christ is risen! Indeed, He is
risen. If you’re thinking this
greeting comes a little late, since
Easter Sunday was April 16, think
again. As Catholic Christians, we celebrate the Easter
season for seven weeks, until the fires of Pentecost once
again inflame our hearts at the beginning of June.
Indeed, how could we not continue to celebrate this
event that has changed everything for us?
It’s easy to slip into a cultural way of thinking about our
great feasts. Many people have the Christmas tree taken
down at the end of New Year’s Day, rather than waiting
for Epiphany. Likewise, most of us have long ago put
the Easter decorations away.
But the Christian steward is aware of the beauty and
meaning of the seasons in the liturgical calendar.
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For Christian stewards, it’s a time to reevaluate how
faith in the Risen Lord informs every aspect of our lives
– how we labor, how we play, the way we pray, how we
allocate our resources, where we spend our time, how
we love, how we extend our compassion to others. If
Christ is truly risen – an astounding and life-altering
belief – then this Easter time brings immense joy and a
continuing desire to know the Risen Lord.
The Scripture readings of the season are especially helpful. We hear once again the stories of the appearances
of Jesus to his friends; how often they failed, initially, to
recognize him in his glory. The Acts of the Apostles tell
us of the struggles and the excitement of the new community of believers.
We spent forty days in the penitential season of Lent.
Now, we are embarked on fifty days of joyous celebration. Let us experience this joy throughout the Easter
season, so that when we celebrate Pentecost on June 4,
we may truly find our hearts on fire with the Spirit.
~International Stewardship Council

The Easter season remains a special time for recommitment to the Lord. One word for this period is
“mystagogia,” and those who were newly baptized at
the Great Easter Vigil are especially familiar with this
term. It literally means that we delve more deeply into
the mystery of out faith. But exploring this mystery is
not just an endeavor for new Christians. As we prepare
for Pentecost, we prayerfully examine what the Resurrection means in our

Stewardship
Our Gifts to God and Parish
We are grateful to you for your presence, your participation,
and your financial support of Assumption Parish.

Apr 2, 2017
Envelopes (565) & On Line

Loose
Total

$
$
$

43,457
1,109
44,566

Jul 3, 16 - Apr 2, 2017

$
$
$

1,336,192
44,261
1,380,453

Budget 1,390,289

Loan Balance as of 03/30/2017: $2,026,845
It takes an average weekly collection of $36,000
to sustain our parish mission.
“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another
as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” 1Peter 4:10

Please pray for the repose
of the soul of:
Clarita R Schmittling
of Our Parish Community
Deborah Carpenter
Wife of Timothy Carpenter
Walter Molitor
Husband of Martha Molitor

St Vincent DePaul . . . Pray for us

RCIA
This weekend we will gather the
group who were baptized and received into full communion with us
on Holy Saturday evening. The baptized are now called neophytes. We
will explore the meaning of Mystagogy, the fourth stage in our RCIA process. Mystagogia
typically stops at Pentecost, truth, mystagogia is a lifelong process for a Catholic, our ever growing in the
infinitely deep mysteries of life in the Spirit. The main
focus today, however, is to lead them into a deeper understanding of the sacraments they have received. The
Church’s vision of the Easter Season, expressed in the
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is that the whole
community should grow in faith during this time, together with the elect, now called neophytes, and candidates. The community is called to walk with the neophytes and deepen their own faith in the paschal mystery – the death and resurrection of Jesus – along with
the neophytes. The main setting for Mystagogy is at the
8:00AM Sunday Masses of the Easter season. Through
the Word, proclaimed and preached, and the Eucharist,
celebrated and shared, we come to better grasp of what
new life in Christ is all about. We will share what the
Easter Vigil means and their long journey towards it.
We cannot say enough about our wonderful parish community who supported our group through prayer during
Lent. The prayer cards were returned to the individuals
on our Palm Sunday retreat. “Awesome” would be the
one word we heard so many times during the day. They
shared of individuals in our church introducing themselves and wished them well on their journey. A BIG
Thank You to all of you... You are truly
“AWESOME!!!
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Vacation Bible School
Mighty Fortress
In Jesus, The Victory Is Won!
At Mighty Fortress, kids learn that God is their refuge
and strength. Friends may fail them. They may not ace
their next test or make the team, but God promises to be
their rock and their salvation – their fortress and sure
defense. Consider joining us in our quest to discover
what is behind the fortress walls during daily activities,
songs, skits, faith formation, snacks, and more. Raise
your banner! Hold it high. The battle is done. In Jesus,
the victory is won!
Register your children or grandchildren to attend
our parish’s Vacation Bible School online at
www.assumptionvbs.com
Date and Time – June 12 - 16, from 9 am-12 pm
Participant Registration Information – All children
age 4 (entering Pre-K 4) to those entering 5th grade for
the 2017-2018 school year are invited to join us for a
“Mighty” good time on Assumption’s Castle Grounds
(also known as our school buildings and parish campus!)
$35 for the first child and $25 for each additional sibling.
This includes one CD of music per participant family,
participant t-shirt(s), snacks, crafts, and classroom supplies. Registration is open through April 30.
Volunteer Information – Service hours are available
for our youth!
Counselors in Training (CITs) are needed to make our
week a success. CITs should be entering 6 grade thru
senior year in high school and must attend one mandatory 2017 training class (dates TBD in May). Each CIT
will receive a t-shirt and will have the opportunity to
earn service hours by being mentors to the VBS participants during our week of fun.
Adult Volunteers are also needed for preparation during
the months before VBS as well as working the week of
VBS by running stations and classrooms with other adult
team members along with a team of CITs. More detailed
information on the different volunteer opportunities
available can be found on our website at
www.assumptionvbs.com. Childcare is available for any
adult volunteer’s children aged 6 weeks to 3 years with
age appropriate activities planned throughout their day.
Any volunteer over 18 years old must be Protecting
God’s Children certified by June 1st.
Please visit our website for more
information at www.assumptionvbs.com
and contact 636.240.1020 or
vbsassumption@gmail.com with any
questions.
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Ladies of the Knights of Columbus (Dardenne Prairie)
Fifth Annual Dance, May 20, 6:30-10. For tickets call
Shirley Boyer 314.795.5577

Please join us for the 5th annual
Assumption Crusader 5k or 1 mile
fun run/walk on Saturday September 16. The 5K starts at the Assumption School Parking lot at
8:00am, the 1 Mile Fun Run starts
at 9:00am. The race benefits Assumption School and Church. The
5K race is timed. Awards for all finishers 10 and under
and winners of the 5K. Kids also get a chance to race
against Father Zach in the 1 mile event!

We Love to Give Back

All participants will receive a dri-fit shirt, food, beverages, and beer (for those 21 and over) after the race, plus
your runner bag with goodies.

Present the bulletin to the O Fallon Texas Roadhouse on
Sundays and Texas Roadhouse will give 10% of your
total food sales back to Assumption church.

Sign up early and save! Sign up at:
http://www.fleetfeetstlouis.com/racing/highlighted-races/
crusader-run

Around Town
Holy Rosary (Warrenton) Spring Dinner & Craft Show, Apr 23, 11am-6pm
Immaculate Conception (Augusta) All
you can eat breakfast, Apr 23, 8-noon
St Patrick (Wentzville) Annual Junktique Sale. Sat, Apr
29 6:30am-6:30pm and Sun, Apr30 7:30am-12:30pm

Pro-Life Ministry News:
The Pro-Life ministry of Assumption
Parish will be collecting feminine
products, to be donated to Birth
Right, through the end of May.
A container marked Birth Right will be in the Guadalupe
room for your donations. For questions or more information contact Sylvia 636.978.8803.

CELEBRATION
OF THE MASS
Weekend Masses

Saturday

9:00am

(Motherhouse Chapel)

Vigil
Sunday

5:00pm
8:00am
10:00am
12:00pm

Daily Mass

Weekdays 6:30am
(Motherhouse Chapel)

8:00am
RECONCILIATION
Thursday 6-7pm (Chapel)
Saturday
4:00–4:45pm
BAPTISM
2nd and 4th Sundays of each month at
1:15pm. Required Preparation Class.
Call 240.3721 to register.
ST VINCENT DE PAUL
636.272.4758 (Helpline)

The Crusader Run offers something for everyone, all ages
and all fitness levels! If you are not a runner or walker
you can still take part, volunteers are needed, email us at
rscottwilcox3@gmail.com to help out.
Entry Fees:
5K: $25 on or before Aug 20, $30 after Aug 21.
1 Mile Fun Run: $15 on or before Aug 20, $20 after Aug
21.

CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE
Those preparing for marriage should contact
the parish office at least one year in advance.
One party must be a registered member of
Assumption and living an active, practicing
Catholic life. Contact Christine at the Parish
Office.
RITE of CHRISTIAN INITIATION
of ADULTS
(RCIA) Process through which adults are
initiated into the Catholic Church by Baptism or Profession of Faith. For information
Missy Lowrey 314.630.3983.
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION
Religious instruction in the Catholic faith.
Call 636.240.1020 for information or to
register.
CATHOLICS RETURNING HOME
For inactive Catholics returning to Church.
For more information call Steve King,
699.9961 or Dee King 734.3437.

MINISTRY OF CONSOLATION
For one-on-one grief support, contact Kris
Bohn at 636.795.2611, and for information
regarding our grief support series, which is
held twice per year, contact Lynn Crews at
294.0821.
OFFICE INFORMATION
403 N Main Street
O’Fallon MO 63366
636.240.3721 Parish Office
636.272.3838 Fax
Office Hours - Weekdays 8:30am–4:00pm
ASSUMPTION SCHOOL
Principal: Laurie Zaleuke
636.240.4474
BULLETIN NOTICES
Submit to Parish Office
by Tuesday 9:00am
WEBSITE
www.assumptionbvm.org
facebook.com/
assumptionparish

@assumptionmedia

