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A Lenten Letter from
Pope Francis
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Lent is a favorable season for deepening our spiritual life
through the means of sanctification offered us by the
Church: fasting, prayer and almsgiving. At the basis of everything is the word of God,
which during this season we are invited to hear and ponder more deeply. I would now
like to consider the parable of the rich man and Lazarus (Lk 16: 19-31). Let us find inspiration in this meaningful story, for it provides a key to understanding what we need
to do in order to attain true happiness and eternal life. It exhorts us to sincere conversion.
The parable begins by presenting the two main characters. The poor man is described
in greater detail: he is wretched and lacks the strength even to stand. Lying before the
door of the rich man, he fed on the crumbs falling from his table. His body is full of
sores and dogs come to lick his wounds. The picture is one of great misery; it portrays a
man disgraced and pitiful.
The scene is even more dramatic if we consider that the poor man is called Lazarus: a
name full of promise, which literally means God helps. This character is not anonymous. His features are clearly delineated and he appears as an individual with his own
story. While practically invisible to the rich man, we see and know him as someone
familiar. He becomes a face, and as such, a gift, a priceless treasure, a human being
whom God loves and cares for, despite his concrete condition as an outcast.
Lazarus teaches us that other persons are a gift. A right relationship with people consists in gratefully recognizing their value. Even the poor person at the door of the rich
is not a nuisance, but a summons to conversion and to change. The parable first invites
us to open the doors of our heart to others because each person is a gift, whether it be
our neighbor or an anonymous pauper.
The parable is unsparing in its description of the contradictions associated with the rich
man. Unlike poor Lazarus, he does not have a name; he is simply called “a rich man.”
His opulence was seen in his extravagant and expensive robes. The man was clearly
ostentatious about his wealth, and in the habit of displaying it daily: “He feasted sumptuously every day.” In him we can catch a dramatic glimpse of the corruption of sin,
which progresses in three successive stages: love of money, vanity and pride.
The Apostle Paul tells us that “the love of money is the root of all evils.” It is the main
cause of corruption and a source of envy, strive and suspicion. Money can come to
dominate us, even to the point of becoming a tyrannical idol. Instead of being an instrument at our service for doing good and showing solidarity towards others, money can
chain us and the entire world to a selfish logic that leaves no room for love and hinders
peace.
(continued on page 3)
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Prayers for Healing and Hope

Would you like prayers for healing and hope for yourself? Or for someone you
love? Join us in Church Thursday, March 30, beginning at 7:00pm.
This beautiful prayer service will
include scripture, witnesses of how
prayer brings healing and hope,
beautiful music and prayers for
illness, heartache or struggle. The
Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick will also be offered for those
who would benefit.

Heavenly Father… as I enter another week of my Lenten journey, guide me to the path
that leads to you. Fill my heart with gratitude, patience, strength, and peace as I strive to
become the-best-version-of-myself, honestly admitting my shortcomings and sins. As I
renew my resolve each day to become a better person, let me hear your voice in the deepest reaches of my heart. Give me rest in you. Help me to accept others, showing them
your great love instead of casting judgment. Stay with me through the busy days this
week and remind me that when I need comfort, solitude, wisdom, or guidance, I can
always turn to you. Help me develop discipline and generosity through fasting and
almsgiving, and come closer to you through prayer this Lent.
In your name I pray, Amen.
DynamicCatholic.com

This Week At Assumption
Sunday, March 19
RCIA
8:00am Hall C
Sunday Preschool
10:00am School

Monday, March 20
Lenten Bible Study
7:00pm Meyer Room
CRHP Women
7:00pm Room D/E
Parish Council
7:00pm Conference Room

Tuesday, March 21
Centering Prayer
9:00am Motherhouse Library
Divine Mercy Retreat
9:00am Hall C

Tuesday, March 21(Cont.)
Athletic Association
7:00pm Room D/E
Divine Mercy Retreat
7:00pm Hall C

Friday, March 24
Stations of the Cross
2:30pm Church

Wednesday, March 22

Knight of Columbus Fish Fry
5:00pm Knights of Columbus Hall

MOP’s
9:15am Parish Center

Stations of the Cross
7:00pm Church

Bible Study
10:00am Sophia House

Saturday, March 25

PSR Classes
6:00pm Church
Youth Group Xtreme Teen
7:00pm Hall C
Lenten Bible Study
7:00pm Room D/E

Thursday, March 23

PSR Classes
6:00pm Church

Grief Support
7:00pm Meyer Room

Perpetual Help Devotions
6:30pm Chapel

24/7 Amen
7:00pm Hall A

Lenten Mass
6:30pm Church

Lenten Penance Service
7:00pm Motherhouse Chapel

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
5:00pm Mass

Sunday; March 12
RCIA
8:00am Hall C
Sunday Preschool
10:00am School
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Lenten Penance Service – Thursday, March 23
Please join us as we read scripture and reflect on how to see, to
hear and to love the Lord in all and all! We are called to see as
Jesus sees and not judge by appearances! All are invited to attend
this beautiful and holy prayer service hosted by the Most Precious
Blood Sisters held in their St. Joseph’s Chapel, Thursday, March
23 beginning at 7:00pm. Reconciliation will be available immediately following the prayer service.

A Lenten Letter from Pope
Francis (continued)

The parable then shows that the rich man’s greed makes
him vain. His personality finds expression in appearances, in showing others what he can do. But his appearance masks an interior emptiness. His life is a prisoner to outward appearances, to the most superficial
and fleeting aspects of existence.

The lowest rung of this moral degradation is pride. The
rich man dresses like a king and acts like a god, forgetting that he is merely mortal. For those corrupted by
love of riches, nothing exists beyond their own ego.
Those around them do not come into their line of sight.
The attachment to money is a sort of blindness.
The Gospel of the rich man and Lazarus helps us to
make a good preparation for the approach of Easter.
The liturgy of Ash Wednesday invites us to an experience quite similar to that of the rich man. When the
priest imposes the ashes on our head, he repeats the
words: “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you
shall return.” As it turned out, the rich man and the poor
man both died, and the greater part of the parable takes
place in the afterlife. The two characters suddenly discover that “we brought nothing into the world, and we
can take nothing out of it.”
The parable goes on to offer a message for all Christians. The rich man asks Abraham to send Lazarus to
warn his brothers, who are still alive. But Abraham answers: “They have Moses and the prophets, let them
listen to them.” Countering the rich man’s objections,
he adds: “If they will not listen either to Moses or to the
prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone
should rise from the dead.”

The rich man’s real problem thus comes to the fore. At
the root of all of his ills was the failure to heed God’s
word. As a result, he no longer loved God and grew to
despise his neighbor. When we close our heart to the
gift of God’s word, we end up closing our heart to the
gift of our brothers and sisters.
Dear friends, Lent is the favorable season for renewing
our encounter with Christ, living in his word, in the sacraments and in our neighbor. The Lord, who overcame
the deceptions of the Tempter during the forty days in
the desert, shows us the path we must take. May the Holy Spirit lead us on a true journey of conversion, so that
we can rediscover the gift of God’s word, be purified of
the sin that blinds us, and serve Christ present in our
brothers and sister in need.
Francis (abridged)
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Assumption Youth Ministry

MIDDLE SCHOOL
March 31-April 2–Luke 18
Retreat
8th Graders–get your registrations turned in by next week
April 13 Holy Thursday
7:00pm Church Tour/
Carpool Karaoke–All Families
Welcome 8:30pm meet at
the ABVM Parish Hall
End at IHOP on Hwy K (see
flyer) )
HIGH SCHOOL
22 XTREME TEEN-SEX POSITVE PART 2 – A night on
the fullness & distortions of sexuality. Come find out the
difference! Hall C 7-9pm
29 5th WEDNESDAY ROAD TRIP – We’ll hit the road
and go bowling…are you in??? More info about the details coming soon…
April
5 Spunky Time U Don’t Intentionally Pass-up (AKA
STUDIP)-Come play DODGEBALL with us!!! Sophia
House 7-8:30pm
12 XTREME TEEN–HOLY WEEK REALITY CHECK What better way & place to start? Hall C 7-9pm
19 BIBLE STUDY–Sophia House 7-8:30pm
26 XTREME TEEN–MERCY!!!! Hall C 7-9pm
LUKE 18 INFO
Meeting: Mar. 19, 1:30pm–3:30pm, Meyer Room/Hall C
Overnight Workshop: Mar. 25, 7pm – 7am, Hall C
LUKE 18 RETREAT March 31-April 2 – Hall C
MARK UR CALENDARS
June 17-25 Register Now for Catholic Heart Work Camp
South Carolina.
July 14-16 Steubenville Mid America on the MO State
Campus. Registration coming soon
abvmyouth@gmail.com
Facebook: Assumption Church
Youth Group
Twitter: ACYG Youth
Ministry@acygyouth
Instagram: acyg.youthministry
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You are Invited to Pray with the Entire
Parish Community
Every Friday during Lent, the people of Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin Mary parish are invited at 7:00pm to
pray the Memorare.
You may recall receiving a note last October from our
Pastor, Fr. Mitch Doyen, which included a prayer card
with the Memorare and his encouragement to pray this
powerful prayer as a family. With this encouragement,
whatever you might be doing each Friday during Lent at
7:00pm, stop, gather whomever is around you (family
members, children, adults, friends, etc.) and join the rest
of the parish in praying this beautiful prayer to our
Blessed Mother. In solidarity with each other, let us turn
our hearts towards Mary and stand before her confident
she hears our petitions

Memorare
Remember, O most gracious
Virgin Mary, that never was it
known that anyone who fled
to thy protection, implored
thy help or sought thy intercession, was left unaided.
Inspired with this confidence,
I fly unto thee, O Virgin of
virgins my Mother; to thee do
I come, before thee I stand,
sinful and sorrowful; O Mother of thy Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions, but in
thy clemency hear and answer
me.
Amen

Family Prayer

Readings for the Week
March 20– March 26
Mon: St. Joseph
Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13; Lk 6:36-38
Tue: Is 1:10, 16-20; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23;
Mt 23:1-12
Wed: Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14-16; Mt 20:17-28
Thu: St. Turibius
Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 16:19-31
Fri: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a; 17b-28a; Ps 105:16-21; Mt
21:33-43, 45-46
Sat: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12; Lk 15:13, 11-32
Sun: Ex 17:3-7; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Rom 5:1-2, 5-8;
Jn 4:5-42 [5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42]
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Mass
Intentions

Sunday, March 19
8:00am Juan Carlos Briz
10:00am Vincent Pohlman
12:00pm People Of The Parish

Monday, March 20
6:30am
8:00am

Respect Life Apostolate
Sandy Dudzinski

Tuesday, March 21
6:30am
8:00am
6:30pm

Les Folz
Joe Meyer
Kenneth Orf

Wednesday, March 22
6:30am
8:00am

Vocations
Arthur Molitor

Thursday, March 23
6:30am
8:00am

Community Benefactors and
Prayer Enrollments
Jerry Phillips

Friday, March 24
6:30am
8:00am

Martha Mituski
Michael Reichert

Saturday, March 25
9:00am
5:00pm

Sr. Marie Loeffler
Joseph and Theresa Pretti

Sunday, March 26
8:00am Bill Lang
10:00am Sharon Moore
12:00pm People Of The Parish

Server Schedule
Saturday, March 25
5:00pm Rachelle Geusz
Mary Ward
Brendan Deters
Sunday, March 26
8:00am Maddie Poropat
Nick Bunge
Hunter Bunge
10:00am Emma Ek
Jacobb Dearing
Kristen LeBarge
12:00pm Elisha Butryn
Delsin Puchalski
McKenzie Nelson

St Dominic High School
“The Little Mermaid"
Dinner Theater - April 6
Join St. Dominic High School's Crusader Players for a dinner theater
performance of "The Little Mermaid" on Thursday, April 6. Tickets
include a themed buffet dinner and
live production of Disney's "The Little Mermaid." Reservations are required. Adults $30, seniors (62+)
$20, students/children $15. For tickets and additional details, contact
(636) 240-8303 ext. 119 or
brunge@stdominichs.org

Club 50+
Join us on March 27 for our Potluck
Dinner at 6pm, Hall C. Bring a
vegetable, fruit or dessert to share.
Our entertainment for the evening
will be the Harmonica Band. Questions? Call Martha 294.3367.

Did You Know?
For every two
minutes you spend in
the shower you are
using as much water
as a person living in
Africa uses in one day.

St Vincent DePaul . . . Pray for us
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The most important reason for
reviving the practice of making the
Stations of the Cross is that it is a
powerful way to contemplate, and enter into, the mystery of Jesus' gift of himself to us. It takes the reflection
on the passion out of our heads, and makes it an imaginative exercise. It can involve our senses, our own experiences and our emotions... to the extent that - we
come to experience the love of Jesus for us.
Please join us either at 2:30pm (where indicated with
our school children) or 7:00pm in Church.

Stations of the Cross – Schedule during Lent
Friday, March 24, at 2:30pm
7:00pm Lead by our Lectors – Church
Friday, March 31, at 2:30pm
7:00pm Lead by Jeannette Hamann and Mickie McCool
- “Divine Mercy Stations” – Church
Friday, April 7, at 7:00pm - Lead by our Women’s
CRHP Team #34 – Church
Friday, April 14, 3:00pm Good Friday “Walk the
Walk” Stations Lead by our 24/7 Men’s Ministry–
Church

Stewardship
Our Gifts to God and Parish
We are grateful to you for your presence, your participation,
and your financial support of Assumption Parish.

Feb 26, 2017
Envelopes (535) & On Line

Loose
Total

$
$
$

31,400
832
32,232

Jul 3, 16 - Feb 26, 2017

$
$
$

1,151,179
38,770
1,189,949

Budget 1,201,534

Loan Balance as of 01/31/2017: $2,058,980
It takes an average weekly collection of $36,000
to sustain our parish mission.
“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another
as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” 1Peter 4:10

Please pray for the repose
of the soul of:

Ryan Nixon
Son of Matthew & Gerry Nixion

St Vincent DePaul . . . Pray for us

You might be wondering…
what is the Liturgy of the
Hours?
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scriptural proclamation. The two most important or
hinge Hours are Morning and Evening Prayer.

The Liturgy of the Hours is the prayer
of the whole People of God. In it,
Christ himself “continues his priestly
work through his Church.” His members participate according to their own place in the
Church and the circumstances of their lives. The laity,
too, are encouraged to recite the divine office either
with the priests, among themselves, or individually.

These each include a Gospel canticle: the Canticle of
Zechariah from Luke 1:68-79 for Morning Prayer
(known as the Benedictus), and the Canticle of Mary
from Luke 1:46-55 for Evening Prayer (known as the
Magnificat). The Gospel canticle acts as a kind of meditative extension of the scriptural proclamation in light
of the Christ event. Morning and Evening Prayer also
include intercessions that flow from the scriptural proclamation just as the Psalms prepare for it.

The celebration of the Liturgy of the Hours demands
not only harmonizing the voice with the praying heart,
but also a deeper “understanding of the liturgy and of
the Bible, especially of the Psalms.”

In the Hours, the royal priesthood of the baptized is exercised, and this sacrifice of praise is thus connected to
the sacrifice of the Eucharist, both preparing for and
flowing from the Mass.

The Liturgy of the Hours, also known as the Divine
Office or the Work of God (Opus Dei), is the daily
prayer of the Church, marking the hours of each day
and sanctifying the day with prayer. The Hours are a
meditative dialogue on the mystery of Christ, using
scripture and prayer. At times the dialogue is between
the Church or individual soul and God; at times it is a
dialogue among the members of the Church; and at
times it is even between the Church and the world. The
Divine Office "is truly the voice of the Bride herself
addressed to her Bridegroom. It is the very prayer
which Christ himself together with his Body addresses
to the Father." (SC 84) The dialogue is always held,
however, in the presence of God and using the words
and wisdom of God. Each of the five canonical Hours
includes selections from the Psalms that culminate in a

"The hymns and litanies of the Liturgy of the Hours
integrate the prayer of the psalms into the age of the
Church, expressing the symbolism of the time of day,
the liturgical season, or the feast being celebrated.
Moreover, the reading from the Word of God at each
Hour (with the subsequent responses or troparia) and
readings from the Fathers and spiritual masters at certain Hours, reveal more deeply the meaning of the mystery being celebrated, assist in understanding the
psalms, and prepare for silent prayer." (CCC 1177)

Attention All Ushers/Greeters
It’s that time of year! We need all available Usher/
Greeters to help us with our Holy Week services! There
is a sign-up sheet located in the Ushers closet. Our Holy
Week services/Masses are beautiful and holy and take a
lot of coordination and we appreciate all that you do to
help make that happen!! Your beautiful hospitality is appreciated!! Thank You !!!
Dates we will need your assistance:
Holy Thursday, April 13
Good Friday, April 14
Easter Vigil, April 15
Easter Sunday, April 16
If you are not yet an Usher/Greeter and would like to help
out… Please , we would love to have you! Email Gerry
Prinster at: margerry1@gmail.com

Attention ALL 5th, 6th, 7th and 8thGrade
Boys & Girls – Interested in becoming an
Altar Server?
There will be a Server Training today, March 19 at
4:00pm in church!! This will give you a chance to participate in the liturgy and help people pray during the mass!
Note: There will not be a server training in April.
SERVERS!!!!
Please consider signing up to serve at any of the Masses
during Holy Week & Easter Sunday. There is a signup
sheet in the working sacristy with the times and availability. We need servers for:
Holy Thursday, April 13
Good Friday, April 14
Easter Vigil, April 15
Easter Sunday, April 16
Please talk with your parents before signing up. Plan to
arrive 30 minutes before the Mass you are serving at.
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4th Annual
Assumption AuctionSaturday April 8
Parish Center
Auction plans are well underway!
Donate: We are looking for tickets to a Mizzou Game,
St Louis Cardinals, the Fabulous Fox. If you own a condo
in Florida or at the Lake of the Ozarks and you would
consider donating it for a week, WE WOULD LOVE IT!
We will gladly accept gift cards or cash donations as well
to make our auction baskets an even bigger seller!
Please reach out to Kirsten Mulvaney:
kirstenmulvaney@gmail.com or 314.583.2233 and she
will gladly pick up your donations or they can be mailed
to the school office.
Volunteer: Lots of hands are needed in the week leading
up to the event and the night of the auction. Please contact Christa Montgomery for more details at
314.448.0403 or through fast direct.

CELEBRATION
OF THE MASS
Weekend Masses

Saturday

9:00am

(Motherhouse Chapel)

Vigil
Sunday

5:00pm
8:00am
10:00am
12:00pm

Daily Mass

Weekdays 6:30am
(Motherhouse Chapel)

8:00am
RECONCILIATION
Thursday 6-7pm (Chapel)
Saturday
4:00–4:45pm
BAPTISM
2nd and 4th Sundays of each month at
1:15pm. Required Preparation Class.
Call 240.3721 to register.
ST VINCENT DE PAUL
636.272.4758 (Helpline)

CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE
Those preparing for marriage should contact
the parish office at least one year in advance.
One party must be a registered member of
Assumption and living an active, practicing
Catholic life. Contact Christine at the Parish
Office.
RITE of CHRISTIAN INITIATION
of ADULTS
(RCIA) Process through which adults are
initiated into the Catholic Church by Baptism or Profession of Faith. For information
Missy Lowrey 314.630.3983.
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION
Religious instruction in the Catholic faith.
Call 636.240.1020 for information or to
register.
CATHOLICS RETURNING HOME
For inactive Catholics returning to Church.
For more information call Steve King,
699.9961 or Dee King 734.3437.

MINISTRY OF CONSOLATION
For one-on-one grief support, contact Kris
Bohn at 636.795.2611, and for information
regarding our grief support series, which is
held twice per year, contact Lynn Crews at
294.0821.
OFFICE INFORMATION
403 N Main Street
O’Fallon MO 63366
636.240.3721 Parish Office
636.272.3838 Fax
Office Hours - Weekdays 8:30am–4:00pm
ASSUMPTION SCHOOL
Principal: Laurie Zaleuke
636.240.4474
BULLETIN NOTICES
Submit to Parish Office
by Tuesday 9:00am
WEBSITE
www.assumptionbvm.org
facebook.com/
assumptionparish

@assumptionmedia
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