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Whenever I walk around our parish, sometimes through
our cemetery, sometimes all the way down to the lower
field, sometimes down to Civic Park, sometimes across
the street to pray with the Sisters of the Most Precious
Blood, sometimes up the street to McGurk’s or Rendez-
vous Caf¢, I always learn something new about our histo-
ry, or something new yet on our horizon. | have wit-
nessed the love and enthusiasm pouring out of so many
hearts during the creation of our beautiful exhibition in
honor of ten years in the new church; and truly to honor
generations of faith lived and anticipated in this communi-
ty. The stories of our ancestors have given birth to our
own stories, one glimpse of God’s glory after another.
And as we have discovered in the telling, each beautiful,
or sorrowful, story is sung in the same key, somehow re-
vealing a deeper meaning, a more profound truth about
the unique mission of Assumption Parish.

We must wonder out loud, with Elizabeth, “How is it that
the Mother of our Lord has come to us?” We can feel
deep in our bones that somehow despite our wandering,
just like the Isrealites in the desert or just like Jesus’ disci-
ples on Good Friday, our God has fashioned a people
here, a community destined to reveal God’s glory in a
broken world. As we pause in this moment to express our
pride in all we have been and the faith-filled community
we have become, we also ask ourselves, each one and all
of us together, “How will we say yes this time?” Mary
said, “yes” to the Incarnation, then “yes” again to Jesus’
life and mission, then “yes” again to her son’s dying on
the cross, then “yes” again to His resurrection life. And
through it all, Mary said, “My soul proclaims the great-
ness of the Lord.” We share in Mary’s mission of bring-
ing Christ to the world. As parishioners of The Assump-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary, we are followers of
Mary. How will our stories of faith inspire generations
yet to come?

I have a couple of suggestions for us to discern as we look
forward in faith. I believe we can extend the spirit of the
mission of Assumption Parish far beyond the boundaries
of Main Street. We already reach out to folks in need
from Belize to the African Continent; we already send our
youth to proclaim the Gospel all over the country. But we
can deepen and sustain our efforts at meaningful evangeli-
zation which reach hearts in ever more profound ways.
My first suggestion is that each one of us prayerfully
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discern how best to continue or how to begin participation
in a small church community. A couple of hours each
week, or simply one gathering each month, can provide
true nourishment for our souls. This nourishment is like a
mirror of the nourishment we receive in the Eucharist; we
actually encounter Christ in each other in the world. Re-
ceiving Christ through witnessing faith to each other is a
beautiful and necessary complement to receiving Christ in
the Eucharist. By simply telling and listening to the sto-
ries of our lives and translating them through the stories
of Jesus, the disciples or the lives of the saints can be a
powerful way to bring our faith alive and to bring Christ
to the world. Saying “that is not my style” is not a real
option; no more than saying “oxygen” is not my choice
for breathing. Please prayerfully consider deepening, be-
ginning or joining a small church community soon.

My second suggestion is that we place Mary more and
more in the center of our lives. I have experienced a real
grace from my own growing relationship with Mary in the
last 10 years. Since our parish is named in honor of The
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, I take it as a sign
that my growing connection with her and my presence
here are together one grace. Mary’s faith is a beautiful
witness for us. Let us all take time in the months and
years ahead to more deeply understand Mary’s mission as
our own. May God bless us all in our journey together as
Assumption Parish.
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I DAYo-REFLECTION

Join Fr Mitch Doyen, Fr Joe Kempf,
and fellow Assumption parishioners for a
Day of Reflection!

All adults in the parish are invited to attend this
awesome one-day retreat, which will include
reflections on hope and wonderful fellowship.

Fr. Mitch will share a personal reflection, and Fr. Joe
returns to participate in this very special day!

When: 8:00am - 4 p.m. on Saturday, March 7
Where: Fr. Joe Kempf Parish Center

Lunch is provided, along with an ample helping of the
Holy Spirit! Feed yourself spiritually this
Lenten season with a Day of Hope —
given by parishioners for parishioners.

Seating is limited. Reserve your place with us by email-
ing Mary Ann Schaller at maschallerl @gmail .com

There is no cost to attend. However, a reservation is
required.

Readings for the Week
Mar 2 - Mar 8

Mon: Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13; Lk 6:36-38

Tue: Is 1:10, 16-20; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23;
Mt 23:1-12

Wed: Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14-16; Mt 20:17-28

Thu: Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 16:19-31

Fri: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a; Ps 105:16-21;
Mt 21:33-43, 45-46

Sat: Mi7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12; Lk 15:1-3, 11
-32, Ex 20:1-17 [1-3, 7-8, 12-17]; Ps 19:8-11;
1 Cor 1:22-25; Jn 2:13-25
Alternate readings (Year A): Ex 17:3-7; Ps 95:1-2,
6-9; Rom 5:1-2, 5-8; Jn 4:5-42 [5-15, 19b-26, 39a,
40-42]

From the Sisters of the Most Precious Blood
The CPPS sisters join with the parish of Assumption in
this 10th Anniversary Celebration. How many ways have
we sisters found Christ here in Assumption? Our daily
Mass and weekends have been evidence of Christ’s pres-
ence in the priests and parishioners who have shared with
us that Divine Presence in them, in us, and in the Eucha-
ristic celebration. Extending that presence, we have
helped bring Christ to the world through service in Chris-
tian Life Communities, in ministry with RCIA, in teach-
ing as substitutes in PSR, in Confirmation interviews, in
prayer days with and for various groups and in our own
daily encounters. We rejoice with all the parishioners in
their growth in Christ as individuals and as a vibrant
Body that has brought Christ to the world. May His pres-
ence continue to ripple out into the world and help bring
about the Reign of God.

Next Sunday, March 8, is St. Vincent DePaul
food Sunday. At this time the pantry is in

- need of the following items: tuna helpers,
chicken helpers, powdered milk, grape jelly,
pasta salads, pancake mix, syrup, canned
pears, small bottles of vegetable oil, dish soap, paper tow-
els and deodorants. Grocery store gift cards are always
welcome. Thank you for your continued support.

YOUNG ADULT ‘,
GROUP A
FIESTA NIGHT!

Food, Fun, Fellowship, and DRINKS!
Join us Saturday, March 7”', 2015 after the 5:00 PM Mass at El
Tio Pepe Mexican Restaurant for dinner and drinks!

EL TIO PEPE
MEXICAN

*February 28™: Come help celebrate the 10 year anniversary
of our new church at the 5:00 P.M. Mass.

RESTAURANT
315 W Terra Ln.
O’Fallon, MO 63376

*R.S.V.P. to Fr. Mark by March 5", iMuchas Gracias!
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As§;6m2T6°;‘7§:aﬁ Mass Intentions
_ o Sunday, March 1 Thursday, March 5
Ext: _ o el 8:00am Carmela Bamert 6:30am  Doris Groneck
Parochial Administrator 9% Mo pKna 10:00am Mae Rose Prize 8:00am  Barb Ronchetto
242 Rev. Mitch Doyen ry Rhapp 12:00pm  People of the Parish .\ 0 16
Associate Pastor Director of Youth Ministry 6'20:%, \E/l:)ﬁations
325 Rev. Mark Whitman 222 Cathy Pescarino 2’_'3?0':::3” m:;‘g:)ge Ohime  8:00am  Thomas Angus
Associate Pastor Parish School of Religion 8:00am  Donna Fluhr
238 Rev. Andrew Meiners, 636.240.1020 Saturday, March 7
C.SsR. Dir of Rel?gious Education Tuesday, March 3 9:00am  Obermann & N
Derlene Hirtz ext 241 6:30am  Hugo Nanney Spletzer Families
Deacons Sgcretary 8:00am  Jack Sammelman 5:00pm  Geraldine
;?;g\';';gﬁ:sy Krista Kenkel ext 328 7:00pm  Ralph Menne Wibbenmeyer
Bill Walbridge Child Safety Coordinator Sunday, March 8
9 Lorraine Niemann Wednesday, March 4 Y,
— 314.837 3757 x224 6:30am  Congregational Staff ~ 8:00am ,:/llbert .
X B 8:00am Viola Flint ennemeier
Dir of Lay Pastoral Ministry Sunday Pre School 10:00am Geronimo Biagtan
226 Sarah Beams Denise Hoehne 314.954.0092 12:00pm  People of the
Lay Pastoral Associate Parish Council Parish
240 Amanda Suchara Dennis Maher
Director of Administration ~ @bvmparishcoun-
225 Jim Hager cil@gmail.com
Advancement Office Christ Renews His Parish
232 Janet Schwendemann Jim & Shelly Schneider
235 Rose Tubbs 636.379.2538
Parish Secretary www.assumptionbvm.org We pray for the repose of the soulof
221 Christine Reinhart Vergil Kuhn
Father of Greg Kuhn
John McMillen
Around Town Father of Tim McMinnen
Assumption (O Fallon) Quilts of Valor, Mar 9, Parish May God welcome them home,
Center, 8am-3pm. Bring a sandwich. fill them with peace, and bless those
who will miss them.
CELEBRATION CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE MINISTRY OF CONSOLATION.
OF THE MASS Th o fo . hould For one-on-one grief support, contact Kris
h S preparl{lg OF MArTiage s é)u SEiE Bohn at 379.8567, and for information re-
Weekend Masses I S0 1 USRI O y(EEIe T EIOETIS, garding our grief support series, which is
Saturday  9:00am One party must be a registered member of held twice per year, contact Lynn Crews at
sttt @ s ) Assumption and living an active, practicing 204.0821 ’
Vieil 5-00pm Catholic life. Contact Janet at the Parish : '
S gd 8'00p Office. OFFICE INFORMATION
unday -:Ulam 403 N Main Street
10:00am RITE of CHRfIi’II‘)IAI{\ITISNITIATION O’Fallon MO 63366
12:00pm (AT ULAT 636.240.3721 Parish Office
(RCIA) Process through which adults are 636.240 3722 Fax
Daily Mass initiated into the Catholic Church by Bap- ey
ffice H - k : —4:
Weekdays 6:30am tism or Profession of Faith. For information Office Hours - Weekdays 8:30am-4:00pm
(Motherhouse Chapel) Missy Lowrey 314.630.3983. ASSUMPTION SCHOOL
8:00am PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION Principal: Genny Callier
RECONCILIATION Religious instruction in the Catholic faith. 636.240.4474
Saturday 4:00-4:45pm Call Derlene Hirtz, 636.240.1020 for infor- BULLETIN NOTICES
mation or to register_ Submit to Parish Office
BAPTISM CATHOLICS RETURNING HOME by Tuesday 9:00am
2nd and 4th Sundays of each month at For inactive Catholics returning to Church. WEBSITE
1:15pm. Required Preparagon Class. For more information call Steve King, www.assumptionbvm.org
Call 240.3721 to register. 699.9961 or Dee King 734.3437. facebook.com/ @assumptionmedia

£

i| assumptionparish




2nd Sunday of Lent

March 1, 2015

CHURCH NAME AND ADDRESS
Assumption Church #083750
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SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

Please send 2,050 copies of the bulletin!

This issue has four more pages than usual
and we have requested 500 more copies.

Thanks!!"



