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Epiphany
On this Feast of the Epiphany of our Lord we celebrate the gift of
God’s saving power extending to all the nations. The newborn King
who is Christ the Lord reveals God’s glory in every crack and crevice of creation, from Jerusalem to the ends of the earth; from the
darkest fear and most hidden shame in the depths of our hearts to the
Heavenly Host leading the chorus: “Glory to God in the Highest”;
glory to God in the lowest; glory to God in the deepest; glory to God
in the farthest, the nearest; indeed, God’s glory fills the earth and the
heavens forever, now and for all eternity.
Why did the wise men stop in Jerusalem? They followed the star at
its rising and veered off course to seek guidance from King Herod.
This confirms two things we know about God’s grace. First, Jerusalem will always be the center of the world. Second, God’s saving
power which is destined to shine in Jerusalem will always flow first
from Bethlehem. We must make our pilgrimage to Jerusalem, but
our God will come to save us when we least expect, near to our
hearts, but from a place we had not looked.
For over a thousand years, even after we knew better, Jerusalem was
drawn in the center of all the maps of the world. Even now the
events in and around Jerusalem are at the center of our attention.
Somehow peace must come to Jerusalem before we can trust Christ’s
peace in all of creation. And in a similar way, our own lives are a
mirror of the whole mystery. What emptiness and pain yet dwells in
the depths of our hearts, our own personal Jerusalem? What makes
us afraid or even threatened by news coming out of Bethlehem? Can
we summon the courage to follow the star, to walk the rest of the
way with the wise men, can we, too, meet God in little Bethlehem of
Judea? Can we offer ourselves at that first altar and return to Jerusalem in peace? The answer is “Amen, amen, amen and I say again,
amen.” Our mission is to bring Christ to
the world. Let us journey together to
meet Mary and her newborn son. Once
we meet Him in her arms, we will know
how to bring Christ’s peace to our
hearts, our homes, our community and
our world. Fr Mitch
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May you find Christ here . . .
May you bring Christ to the world.
•
•
•
•
•

Some of our newest members wrote to us:
“This is a wonder parish and the music ministry is very uplifting.”
“I love this growing parish.”
“I feel comfortable and at home here.”
“I like the spirit of this community.”
“This is a beautiful parish and I enjoy the social events to get to know the
parish.”

Got PRAYERS?
Assumption’s Prayer Teams will be available after all Masses this weekend,
January 2/3, to pray with and for you!
Here are some amazing facts about the prayer teams:
•
Prayer teams are parishioners who bring Christ to the world through prayer.
•
We’ll pray for you, your loved ones, your friends...anyone whom you’d
like to lift in prayer.
•
We pray for intentions big AND small! If it’s on your heart, bring it to
Christ!
•
Teams will do ALL the praying if you’d prefer! Just bring yourself and
your intentions.
•
Want to give thanks and praise to God? We love to do that!

This Week At Assumption
Sunday, Jan 3

Wednesday, Jan 6

Prayer Team Ministry
All Masses

PSR
6:00pm School

Hospitality Sunday
All Masses Hall B/C

World Youth Day Trip Meeting
6:00pm Hall C

RCIA
8:00am Hall C

Extreme Teen Studip
7:00pm Sophia House

New Member Registration
Noon Mass

CRHP Men
7:00pm Room D/E

Monday, Jan 4

CRHP Women
7:00pm Conference Room

Finance Committee
7:00pm Conference Room

Saturday, Jan 9

Tuesday, Jan 5
Centering Prayer
9:00am Motherhouse Library
Eucharistic Adoration
9:00am - 6:30pm Chapel
PSR
6:00pm School
PHD/Benediction
6:30pm Chapel

Fr Mitch 25th Ordination Anniversary
(Reservation Required)
6:00pm Parish Center

Sunday, Jan 10
Blood Drive
9am - 1pm Hall A/B
Sunday Pre School
10:00am School
Baptism
1:15pm Church

Next Sunday Jan
10, is St. Vincent De Paul
food Sunday. At
this time the pantry is in need of the following items:
powdered milk, grape jelly, pancake
syrup, canned fruit and tuna helpers.
Grocery store gift cards are always
welcome. Thank you for your continued support.

Taking Time for Prayer
Now is a blessed time reminding us
to make space for God in our lives
and in our hearts. Therefore, it is so
right that we would take time to be
with God in prayer. Please know
that Assumption offers a quiet place
to pray – day or night – in our 24
hour prayer chapel. You can enter
the chapel through the handicap access door on the north side of the
building. You must use the key pad
to enter and the code is 3721.
May God use all our prayer time to
recognize new ways to give birth to
love!

“…the Gentiles are co-heirs,
members of the same body, and
co-partners in the promise in Christ
Jesus through the Gospel.
(Ephesians 3:6)
Today we celebrate that Christ came
to all of us, not just the Hebrews.
He made us all one body with Him.
We were all given different gifts; we
all have different yet equally valuable roles to play in the Body of
Christ. Ask God how He wants you
to use your gifts so that we may all
“be one” in this Year of Mercy.
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Epiphany Home Blessing
One interesting custom for Epiphany is for families to
ask God's blessing on our own homes. The ritual calls
for parents to mark, with blessed chalk, the main entrance door with the initials of the Magi and a code of the
current year. This year's mark will be:
20 + C + M + B + 16
The numbers stand for the year in which the blessing is
inscribed (2016). The letters stand for the names traditionally given the Magi who found the Christ Child:
Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar. They are also an abbreviation for the Latin blessing: Christus mansionem
benedicat, or "Christ bless this dwelling." Blessed chalk
and holy water will be available after masses this weekend.
Gather your family at the main entrance to your home.
All make the sign of the cross.
Parent: "Let us praise God, who fills our hearts and
homes with peace.
Family: "Blessed be God forever."

Parent or reader: (reading from Sacred Scripture)
"And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising preceded them, until it came and stopped over the place
where the child was. They were overjoyed at seeing the
star, and on entering the house they saw the child with
Mary his mother. They prostrated themselves and did
him homage."
Matt 2:10-11
Parent imparts the blessing: "Lord God of heaven and
earth, You revealed Your only begotten Son to every
nation by the guidance of a star. Bless this house and all
who inhabit it. Fill them with the light of Christ, that
their concern for others may reflect Your love.
We ask this though Christ, our Lord."
Family: "Amen"
Then the parent
sprinkles holy
water on those
gathered and
sprinkles it
about the home.

St Louis Review
We want everyone in the parish to receive a weekly copy
of the St Louis Review, and ask every household to subscribe. The annual subscription rate through the parish is
$30.
Please use the subscription renewal envelope in your
envelope packet (or write your check for $30 to the parish
and mark it Review) and return it in the Sunday Collection.
The parish will be billed for every household that does
not subscribe. You can save the parish this cost by sending your subscription to the parish office or placing it in
the collection basket. If you do not wish to receive the
Review please return your subscription envelope
marked “cancel”. Deadline: January 31.

Christ Renews His Parish
Winter Retreats
CRHP is a process designed to make us
more aware of God’s presence in our daily lives.
This renewal experience allows us to discover how our
walk of life is interwoven with our journey of faith.
All too often we become creatures of habit and
allow our busy schedules to crowd out
the time needed for spiritual growth.
Women’s Retreat: January 16-17
Contact: Tracy Virtue – 314.495.7283 or
womensretreat.assumption@yahoo.com
Men’s Retreat: February20-21
Contact: Casey Logue – 636.262.3908
clogue6@gmail.com
This is your time… this is your invitation… so reserve
your spot to experience this AWE-some weekend!
Perhaps this would be a wonderful way for you to begin
the New Year…
Sign up TODAY!
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MAKING A LASTING DIFFERENCE PLANNED GIVING PARTNERSHIP
WITH ASSUMPTION

Assumption Youth Ministry
.

The Planned Giving Partnership with Assumption
is your commitment to include Assumption in your
Will or Trust and our commitment to further the work
of Jesus Christ here.

What Are Some Benefits To You?
∗
∗
∗
∗

You leave a legacy, furthering the mission of
Assumption Parish for future generations.
You give an example to your children, reflecting
God’s generosity in a unique and beautiful way.
You provide a final gift for both your immediate
family and your parish family.
You may potentially decrease your taxes.

What Are Some Benefits To You?
∗
January
6 – WORLD YOUTH DAY MEETING – Hall C 6pm
& STUDIP – it was a busy holiday, so come on up and
chillax with all your favorite people. Sophia House 78:30pm
7 – ProLife Meeting for all Chaperones with the Archdiocese
10 –ProLife Meeting for all teens & parents. 6pm Hall C
13 – MARY POPPINS THANK YOU DINNER – Hall C
6pm & Xtreme Teen is still happening this night…more
details coming!
20 – Bible Study – Break open God’s word and ASCEND!
– Church 7-8:30
20-24 – ProLife March
27 – Xtreme Teen – Witness for Life – Hall C 7-9pm

•
•
•
•
•

2016 MARK YOUR CALENDARS
ProLife March - Stand up for LIFE. Still space. January 20-24. Call Cathy ASAP to go. 636.485.5221
Annual Winter Retreat for High School Teens –
February 12 & 13
Luke 18 – March 11-13 – Applications will be out
soon for the team
Catholic Heart Work Camp - Groton, MA. June 19-26
World Youth Day - Poland. We have 25 participants
WAHOO!

Email: abvmyouth@gmail.com
Phone: 636.485.5221
Like us on Facebook: Assumption Church Youth Group
Follow us on twitter: ACYG Youth Ministry@acygyouth
INSTAGRAM: acyg.youthministry

∗
∗
∗

You leave a legacy, furthering the mission of
Assumption Parish for future generations.
You give an example to your children, reflecting
God’s generosity in a unique and beautiful way.
You provide a final gift for both your immediate
family and your parish family.
You may potentially decrease your taxes.

How Do I Include Assumption in My Will or Trust?
Step 1. Call April Esenwah, Executive Assistant, Roman
Catholic Foundation of Eastern Missouri at 314.918.2892
to guide you through the entire process for free.
Step 2. Call Fr. Mitch at 636.240.3721 to let us know
Assumption has been named in your Will or Trust
and to be enrolled in the Assumption Planned Giving
Partnership prayer book.
Tax ID: 43-0688865
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Mass Intentions
Sunday, Jan 3
8:00am Ted Mueller
10:00am Virginia Frankosky
12:00pm People of the Parish

Monday, Jan 4
6:30am
8:00am

Victor & Rose Scholten
Richard Cierpiot

Wednesday, Jan 6
6:30am
8:00am

Sr Jean William Diepenbrock
Pauline Bobowski

Thursday, Jan 7
6:30am
8:00am

Hospitality
Sunday
Join us today, January
3, for Hospitality Sunday after all Masses in
Hall A/B.

Dave Burkember
Virgil Post

Tuesday, Jan 5
6:30am
8:00am
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Otto & Lydia Wierkens
Peggy Vassalo

Fundraiser to Benefit
Parishioner
Down on the Farm Trivia Night to
benefit parishioner Patty Mitchell.
Jan 16, 7pm. Cost: $180 per table of
8. For more information or to reserve a table contact Phyllis
636.795.2151 or email:
mhowdeshell@charter.net.

Friday, Jan 8
6:30am
8:00am

M Kathleen Eisenbath
Charlene Bopp

Saturday, Jan 9
9:00am
5:00pm

Frances Osthoff
Jim Herr

Sunday, Jan 10
8:00am Patricia Gallagher
10:00am Jose de Jesus
Perez Ruvalcaba
12:00pm People of the Parish

Please pray for the repose
of the soul of:

Ellen Jose
Sister of Bonnie Hoeckelman
Clara Heck
Mother of Romona Moyer
Larry Wilmes
Brother of both
Ron Wilmes & Paul Wilmes

Thank you to the
entire Assumption
Parish community
for all your prayers
and support over
the past 60 plus years. The Celebration of Life mass for my husband
was a beautiful tribute to a life well
lived. Special thanks to all the area
priests who concelebrated, the servers, musicians, singers, Eucharistic
ministers, and funeral coordinator
who truly helped make the service a
celebration. We are grateful to each
and every person who helped prepare the liturgy and to all who came
to celebrate.
Jenny Burkemper and the entire
Burkemper Family

Readings for the Week
Jan 4 - Jan 10
Mon: 1 Jn 3:22 — 4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8,
10-12a; Mt 4:12-17, 23-25
Tue: 1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-4, 7-8;
Mk 6:34-44
Wed: 1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10,
12-13; Mk 6:45-52
Thu: 1 Jn 4:19 - 5:4; Ps 72:1-2, 14,
15bc, 17; Lk 4:14-22a
Fri: 1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15, 1920; Lk 5:12-16
Sat: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-6a, 9b;
Jn 3:22-30
Sun: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 40:1-5, 911; Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10 or Ps
104:1b-4, 24-25, 27-30;
Acts 10:34-38 or Ti 2:11-14;
3:4-7; Lk 3:15-16, 21-22

Server Schedule
Saturday, Jan 9
5:00pm
Christian Sellers
Olivia Mannebach
Henry Staebell
Sunday, Jan 10
8:00am
Ashley Jozwiak
Taylor Midden
Brendan Deters
10:00am

Angelia Enriquez
Kayla Matlock
Julian Lozoya

12:00pm

Joseph Holliday
Madeline Brda
Avery Shaffer

Stewardship
Our Gifts to God and Parish
We are grateful to you for your presence, your participation,
and your financial support of Assumption Parish.

Nov 29
Envelopes (484)
Online Giving
Loose
Total

$
$
$
$

21,176
4,823
1,115
27,114

Jul 1, 15 - Nov 29, 15

$
$
$
$

575,835
119,671
29,959
725,465

Budget

753,006

It takes an average weekly collection of $36,000
to sustain our parish mission.
“Every man according as he purposes in his heart, so let him give;
not grudgingly, or of necessity, for God loves a cheerful giver. 2Cor 9:7
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Blood Drive Coming Soon
Mark Your Calendars
Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center will be in the
Parish Center on Sunday, January 10, after all the
Masses. If you have not donated since November 15,
you are eligible to donate at this drive. All donors will be
entered into a drawing to win one of five gift cards.
Please contact Mary Anne Robinson at 636.474.2677 if
you plan to donate. Doing so will assist Mississippi Valley in staffing for the drive. You may also go to
www.bloodcenterIMPACT.org (use sponsor code 9007)
to schedule an appointment.
Mississippi Valley representative, Terry Deters, is also
available to answer any questions you may have about
donating. He can be reached at 314.291.4741 x 227.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLW) is an ageappropriate Liturgy of the Word offered for ages 3 – 1st
grade at the 5:00pm Mass. No pre-registration is necessary. All children are welcome and encouraged to attend.
Just before the Liturgy of the Word begins for the assembly, the children are invited to come up to the front of
church by the presiding priest. Father will then formally
dismiss them to go with the weekly leaders from the
church to Hall C. During this special time, our leaders
will share with the children through prayers, songs and
readings that are simplified for children.
The children learn about the same Scripture readings as
the rest of the assembly. They are taught a simplified
main message of the readings and are encouraged to
share that message with their parents after Mass.
We have some wonderful volunteer leaders and would
love for a few more to join our team so that the leader
would be available to teach every 4-6 weeks; depending
your “YES!” We will also have youth volunteers to assist our adult leaders.
This is a great opportunity for adults and middle school/
high school youth to help these eager youngsters learn
the Word of the Lord.
For more information contact the religious
education office: 636.240.1020 or abvmpsr@yahoo.com.
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The Jubilee Year of Mercy
“As we can see in Sacred Scripture, mercy is a key word
that indicates God’s action towards us. He does not limit
himself merely to affirming his love, but makes it visible
and tangible. Love, after all, can never be just an abstraction. By its very nature, it indicates something concrete:
intentions, attitudes, and behaviors that are shown in daily living. The mercy of God is his loving concern for
each one of us. He feels responsible; that is, he desires
our wellbeing and he wants to see us happy, full of joy,
and peaceful. This is the path which the merciful love of
Christians must also travel. As the Father loves, so do his
children. Just as he is merciful, so we are called to be
merciful to each other.” – Francis, Bishop of Rome,
Servant of the Servants of God
Come and learn more about some of the mercy-work that
Assumption Parish does for our community and our
world. There will be an opportunity for you to help if
you, too, wish to partner with mercy becoming visible
and tangible.

January 21, 2016
7-8:30pm, Parish Center

“Mercy through Me”
ALL Are Invited!
RSVP Required
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The 2016 Catholic Men’s Conference will be Saturday, February 6
at the Peabody Opera House.
Once again, there will be an outstanding group of speakers at this year’s conference.
Guided by the Four Pillars of Conversion, Reconciliation,
Discipleship, and Evangelization, the Catholic Men for
Christ Conference is dedicated to building the Kingdom
of God in the Archdiocese of St. Louis and beyond. More
information is available on the website: https://
www.catholicmenforchrist.org/
This year’s theme is “I am the Way, the Truth and the
Life” John 14:6

Life, Peace, and Restorative Justice

As we have done in the past, we have a limited number of
discounted tickets available. Tickets are normally $45, if
purchased thru 24/7 Mens Group they are only $35.
Simply mail a check (made out to Assumption) including
your address and email to:
Assumption Church
c/o Bob Neuner
7119 Dardenne Prairie Dr
O Fallon MO 63368

“Freedom From” or “Freedom For?”
Notice the language “free and responsible being.” Unlike
some philosophies, Catholic thought does not consider
freedom purely from an individualistic perspective,
“reducing it to the arbitrary and uncontrolled exercise of
one’s personal autonomy.” It is not just “freedom from.”
Our theology views the human person as essentially social – both sacred and social. Christian anthropology sees
freedom, then, as one of four social values “inherent in
dignity of the human person, whose authentic development they foster.” These four social values are truth, freedom, justice, and love, and they are very interdependent.
Our freedom, then, is “freedom for” – for the purpose of
seeking what is true and loving and ultimately seeking
God.

Your tickets will be mailed to you. We will plan on carpooling from Assumption.

Catholic Social Thought and Freedom
“Let us preserve freedom. Let us cherish freedom. Freedom of conscience, religious freedom, the freedom of
each person, each family, each people, which is what
gives rise to rights.” – Pope Francis
In Catholic thought, “authentic freedom is an exceptional
sign of the divine image” within the human person. Created in God’s image, every person has “the natural right
to be recognized as a free and responsible being.” We
have a duty to respect each one’s right to exercise freedom as essential to human dignity.

A free symposium on Human Trafficking will be held at
the Spencer Road Branch Library (St Peters), Tuesday,
Jan 12, from 8:15am until 1pm. Labor and sexual slavery
is prevalent all over the world, including here in St
Charles Co! Information on various aspects of "H.T."
will be given by local experts. Topics include law, vulnerability and recruitment, exploitation, victims, and recovery. Free refreshments.

Prayer: Creator, you have made us for authentic freedom
so we can be more fully human. May we recognize that
the more we use our freedom for others, the more we ourselves enjoy this gift. Help us reflect on models of authentic freedom and grow in grace. Move us to be concerned about the human rights of
everyone in our human family, and
move us from concern to actions
for the common good. In Christ’s
name, we pray. Amen.

For more information, contact Patricia Shores
636.938.3958, or at: apatriciashores@att.net. Registration
required via: www.stcharlescoalition.com or call
Sr.Esther Hogan, 636-248.1117. The event is funded by a
grant from the Am. Assoc. of University Women.

Action: Here is an opportunity to
exercise true freedom… to move
your concern for our human family
into action for the common good:

Symposium on Human Trafficking

Save the Date

January 21, 2016
7-8:30pm, Halls A, B, and C

Epiphany Choir Festival
Sts. Joachim and Ann Care Service invites you! Wednesday, January 6, 7pm, Sts. Joachim & Ann Church
4112 McClay Rd. St. Charles, MO

“Mercy through Me”
ALL Are Invited!
RSVP Required: 240-3721
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Sacristan Ministry
“Sacristans are the host, the server, and the guest, for the
banquet of the Eucharistic Celebration, prepared so that
our parish community may experience Christ’s love and
bring Christ to the world.”
The Sacristan Ministry wants to provide an opportunity to
all parishioners to partake in this most awesome, spiritually rewarding experience. We would love for you to join
us in serving our community, most especially as Sacristan
for the Noon Mass and as Sacristan for the Sacrament of
Baptism on the second and forth Sundays of the month.
One-on-One individualized training is provided with documented notes for continued support. For information
please call Vicki Briggs at 314.518.4048 or email at
Victoria.j.briggs@charter.net

School Uniform Sweatshirts
Purchase now and throughout the school year at A.M.
PRINTS, 717 Sonderen St, (O’Fallon) behind Ethyl’s
Smokehouse. 636.272.1825 Hours: Monday - Friday,
9am to 5pm.

CELEBRATION
OF THE MASS
Weekend Masses

Saturday

9:00am

(Motherhouse Chapel)

Vigil
Sunday

5:00pm
8:00am
10:00am
12:00pm

Daily Mass

Weekdays 6:30am
(Motherhouse Chapel)

8:00am
RECONCILIATION
Saturday
4:00–4:45pm
BAPTISM
2nd and 4th Sundays of each month at
1:15pm. Required Preparation Class.
Call 240.3721 to register.
ST VINCENT DE PAUL
636.272.4758 (Helpline)

Pilgrimage
To Fatima and Lourdes, October 16-25, 2016 includes
Daily Mass, Lisbon, (Basilica of St. Anthony of Padua),
Santarem (Eucharistic Miracle), Fatima, Cathedral of
Burgos, travel northeast through Pyrenees mountains to
Lourdes, Carcassone, Barcelona, Montserrat, and much
more. An informational meeting with Sonia Smith
(Collette Tours) will be held after the Noon Mass on Sunday, January 31 in Hall C . To RSVP for the meeting or
for more information call Bev Raske 636.485.7979 for
more info.

Singles Again
Singles again is a support group for separated, divorced
and widowed. Singles Again meets at St Cletus Church
the fourth Thursday of the month at 7:15pm for their general meeting. St. Cletus (St Charles). Come and meet for
friendship and support. All faiths are welcome. Contacts
are Rick Pass 618.520.0966 (rickgoblues@yahoo.com)
and Rose Kaiser 636.332.1959.
Care and Share is on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the
month. The Contact for Care and Share is Lee Schellert
call him for any questions 636.946.7782. We are not
meeting again this month.

CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE
Those preparing for marriage should contact
the rectory at least one year in advance.
One party must be a registered member of
Assumption and living an active, practicing
Catholic life. Contact Christine at the Parish
Office.
RITE of CHRISTIAN INITIATION
of ADULTS
(RCIA) Process through which adults are
initiated into the Catholic Church by Baptism or Profession of Faith. For information
Missy Lowrey 314.630.3983.
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION
Religious instruction in the Catholic faith.
Call Derlene Hirtz, 636.240.1020 for information or to register.
CATHOLICS RETURNING HOME
For inactive Catholics returning to Church.
For more information call Steve King,
699.9961 or Dee King 734.3437.

MINISTRY OF CONSOLATION
For one-on-one grief support, contact Kris
Bohn at 379.8567, and for information regarding our grief support series, which is
held twice per year, contact Lynn Crews at
294.0821.
OFFICE INFORMATION
403 N Main Street
O’Fallon MO 63366
636.240.3721 Parish Office
636.240.3722 Fax
Office Hours - Weekdays 8:30am–4:00pm
ASSUMPTION SCHOOL
Principal: Genny Callier
636.240.4474
BULLETIN NOTICES
Submit to Parish Office
by Tuesday 9:00am
WEBSITE
www.assumptionbvm.org
facebook.com/
assumptionparish

@assumptionmedia
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