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Speak ,
your servant is listening

Samuel and Jesus teach us how to pray today. Since he was three years
old, after he had been weaned, Samuel lived in the house of the Lord at
Shiloh, being mentored by Eli, the priest, and his two sons, Phinehas and
Hophni. At that time, Shiloh was the resting place of the Ark of the Covenant, God’s dwelling. Samuel grew up learning how to attend to the house
of the Lord, assisting people with the offering of sacrifice. And yet, when
the Lord called, Samuel did not recognize the voice of the Lord. This is a
beautiful scene; after the fourth “call” Samuel says, “Speak, your servant
is listening.” From that moment on Samuel remained in relationship with
the Lord, trusting God’s spirit at work in him. Samuel became the most
significant judge of Israel, he collaborated with the Lord to establish Saul
as king and he was sent by the Lord to anoint David as Saul’s successor.
In the Gospel, Andrew and another disciple of John the Baptist are following Jesus. Perhaps they were following at some distance, hoping to see a
sign from Jesus, or fearful of what Jesus would do if he knew they were
following him. Jesus says, to Andrew, and to us, “Come and you will
see.” Jesus does not give an address; he offers an invitation to be in relationship with him. Jesus wants us to know him; and Jesus wants to know
us. Jesus wants to be our friend. Why do we sometimes resist this invitation?
Prayer is the language of love in our friendship with God. There are no
rules governing prayer; the psalms are eloquent testimony in that regard.
Let’s imagine prayer as more like play than like work. Let’s greet the
Lord at the beginning of each day (“O, Lord, open my lips and my mouth
shall declare your praise”); let’s check in with him frequently (whenever
the bells ring). Many of you still offer a Hail Mary whenever you hear sirens, as a way of connecting with the Lord and interceding for those in
need. Certainly, we can pray together before
every meal. And let’s chat with eachother about
our friendship with God. Who of us has not
shared with friends our connections with other
friends? The more we do it, the more fun we will
have along the way. God wants to share our life;
and God shares divine life with us. Let us follow
Mary as our model of intimacy with the divine
and in her mission to bring Christ to the world.

Fr Mitch

Holy Family . . . Pray for us
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Stewardship: A Disciple's Response

2017 was the 25th anniversary of the pastoral letter "Stewardship: A Disciple's Response". This document is the foundation of stewardship within the United States. It is the "gospel blueprint" on "the spirituality of giving that offers a biblical
concept of stewardship".
As we begin the year, perhaps we could focus on some of the highlights from the introduction chapter to help re-focus
our personal and parish stewardship efforts in 2018:
“Mature disciples make a conscious decision to follow Jesus, no matter the cost to themselves”.
"Conversion of heart and mind is not a single action, but a number of actions over a lifetime".
"Stewardship is an expression of discipleship, it is being grateful and generous out of love for God and man".
The introduction points out some of the challenges we face in trying to live a stewardship lifestyle:
"Our culture often contradicts our Christian values: materialism, relativism, hedonism, individualism and consumerism".
"Many Catholics are generous, but not always in proportion to what they possess, including money".
"Living as a steward involves collaborating with God in the work of creation and cooperating with God in the work of
redemption".
~Excerpts taken from Dave Baranowski’s monthly Newsletter – Director of Stewardship Education, Archdiocese of St. Louis

If you haven’t read this letter in its entirety, now would be a great time. If you have read it already, read this wonderful
letter again. The letter can be found on our parish website at: http://www.stewardshipli.org/lead/ICSC/Stewardship-A%
20Disciples%20Response.pdf
———————————————————————–—————————————————
This article will be devoted to Stewardship in Action, and we need YOU to share your stories! Maybe you were on the receiving end of hospitality, or maybe you witnessed a person or a group in service to another. How have you been affected by a
person or a ministry at Assumption? We want to know! Not sure where to begin? Prayer is always a great place to start. Ask
the Holy Spirit to open your eyes, ears and heart to Stewardship in Action all around you. Then let us know what you witness!
Please email Jeannette Hamann at abvmjeannette@yahoo.com with your stories of Stewardship in Action. Thank you!
This Week At Assumption
Sunday, January 14
RCIA
8:00 am Hall C
Baptism
After 12:00pm Mass Church
Life Teen
After 5:30pm Mass Halls B/C
Monday, January 15

Tuesday, January 16
33 Days to Morning Glory
9:00am Meyer 2
7:00pm Hall B

Thursday, January 18
8th Grade Cotillion
3:30 Hall A

CRHP—Women
7:00pm Meyer Combined

Saturday, January 20
Lector Workshop
8:00 am Parish Center

CRHP Men Alumni
7:00pm Meyer 1

Wednesday, January 17
Bible Study with Fr. Mitch
10:00am Sophia House

Parish Council Meeting
7:00pm Meyer 2

RCIA
6:00pm Meyer Combined

CRHP Men
7:30pm Sophia House

Life Teen
7:00pm Sophia House

Sunday, January 21
RCIA
8:00 am Hall C
Life Teen
After 5:30pm Mass Halls B/C
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Mass
Intentions

Mass
Intentions
Sunday, January 14
8:00am Bob Schweigert
10:00am Kim Vernon
12:00pm People of the Parish
5:30pm Rose Marie Farina
Monday, January 15
6:30am Respect Life Apostolate
8:00am Fr. Ted Pieper
Tuesday, January 16
6:30am James Borgmeyer
8:00am Andy Thornhill
Wednesday, January 17
6:30am Sr. Loretta Luecke
8:00am Joshua Boyd
Thursday, January 18
6:30am Living and deceased parents
and relatives of Sisters
8:00am Terrence Mannion
Friday, January 19
6:30am Helen Benson
8:00am Janice Snopko
Saturday, January 20
9:00am Michael & Tracy Hubenthal
5:00pm Robert Achelpohl
Sunday, January 21
8:00am Dr. Henry Clever
10:00am Linda Brslik
12:00pm People of the Parish
5:30pm Peggy Fossett
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Are you a volunteer for the school or parish?

If you are You MUST be in compliance with Archdiocese of St. Louis
In order to be in compliance with the Archdiocese, you must have a Signed
Code of Conduct, a completed Worker Registration Form (Background
Check) and a PGC Workshop.
If anyone has taken a Workshop but has still not turned in their paperwork,
or have any questions about their status of Compliance with the Archdiocese, please contact Lynn Crews at lynn.assumption@gmail.com or

314-578-0741. You must turn in the paperwork to be in compliance.
PLEASE NOTE: This is an even year , and ever y even year
(2018) we are required to resubmit ALL Background checks. If you
no longer volunteer here, please contact Lynn Crews @ 636-294-0821

or lynncrews721@gmail.com, and we will take you out of the database.

Assumption School
New Family Registration
On Sunday, January 28, after 10:00am
Mass until 12:30pm, in the enrichment
room, Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Elementary School will have
open registration for new families.
Registration is for new students wanting to enroll in our infant/toddler
Montessori, Preschool, Kindergarten
and 1-8th grades. (Registration will be open for our current families prior
to this date.) Please bring with you to register your child(ren) the following paperwork: baptismal record (if baptized), birth certificate, up-todate immunization record, and check or cash for the registration fee. Current registration fee is as follows: infant/toddler Montessori, $100; Preschool, $125, Kindergarten-8th grade $225.

Is God calling you to get involved in music ministry?
Assumption’s Adult Choir is looking for more musicians!

This is the mission of Assumption’s music ministry: A deep love of God and a commitment to exceptional
liturgy impels us to express our prayer through music and to inspire others to join in sung worship. We want YOU to
join us in that mission! The choir is in need of singers (and instrumentalists) of all types and walks of life. Most of our
music is in four-part harmony. Song books and sheet music are provided.
As an all-volunteer ensemble, we do our best to accommodate varying skill levels. Vocalists should be able to match
pitch and have a basic ability to read music. Previous experience in a choral ensemble is helpful. The important part is a
willingness to commit to regular participation and to the mission of our music ministry.
Our ensemble leads Mass at 10am on Sundays. We also get to lead Mass for a variety of major holiday and holy day
Masses. We rehearse every Tuesday evening, beginning at 7pm. The choir is off on the 4th Sunday and from Memorial
Day through Labor Day weekend.
If you are interested in joining our mission for great liturgical music, we would like to meet you!
Please contact: Bryan Beams at 636-240-3721 ext. 240 or bryanbeams@yahoo.com

Holy Family . . . Pray for us
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2018-19 SCHOOL TUITON ASSISTANCE

CALLING ALL MUSICIANS!
Is God calling you or someone you know to be a part of
our Life Teen Worship Band? We are looking for varied
musicians and vocalists for our Worship Band so as to
help our community be led into worship during our
5:30pm Mass.
Contact Shannon Douglas for details or to set up an audition at: shannon.assumptionym@gmail.com or
314-422-5590

Calendar
Sunday Jan 14 7:00pm, Life Night:
"Like, Follow, Share” Hall C
Wednesday Jan 17 Leave for March For Life in
Washington, DC
Sunday Jan 21 7:00pm, Life Night Hall C
Wednesday Jan 24 7:00pm WORD Wednesday
Sophia House
@assump on_LT
@assump on_life_teen
Assumption Life Teen Group

Readings for the Week
January 15 - 21
Mon: Martin Luther King, Jr., Day
1 Sm 15:16-23; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23;
Mk 2:18-22
Tues: 1 Sm 16:1-13; Ps 89:20-22, 27-28; Mk 2:23-28
Wed: St. Anthony
1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51; Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10;
Mk 3:1-6
Thu: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7; Ps 56:2-3, 9-13;
Mk 3:7-12
Fri: 1 Sm 24:3-21; Ps 57:2-4, 6, 11; Mk 3:13-19
Sat: St. Fabian, St. Sebastian
2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27; Ps 80:2-3, 5-7;
Mk 3:20-21
Sun: Jon 3:1-5, 10; Ps 25:4-9; 1 Cor 7:29-31;
Mk 1:14-20

Families seeking tuition assistance from the Archdiocese
for the next school year should apply online at www.ttefstl.org between January 29 and February 28.
Families seeking tuition assistance from the Parish for
the next school year should apply online at https://
online.factsmgt.com/aid between February 15 and May
15. Those applying for Parish assistance are required to
also apply to the Archdiocese.

ALL LECTORS are invited to the
2018 LECTOR WORKSHOP
January 20th, 2018 in Parish Hall C, 8:45 A.M. - Noon
BRING: Your 2018 Lector Workbook
Lectors will meet in Hall C for inspiring talk and we will
practice methods to make our proclamation of the Word
of God more lively, inspiring and effective. Please make
every effort to attend; you don't want to miss this.
RSVP to Barbara Stettner 314-324-3666 or
creativebarb@charter.net

Happy New Year to everyone! We are NOT having a
regular meeting this month. Instead all members are invited to attend Fort. Zumwalt North High School on February 1st at 5:30pm for their, ‘First Annual Tribute to Seniors’. This free event includes dinner at 5:30pm, followed
by a performance of the play, “Ten Angry Jurors”. You
must call Cheryl at FZN, at 636-542-7022, and reserve
your spot. They are only taking 100 reservations, and
only the first 100 that call will be able to attend the free
dinner and play. So call soon! Also, please call Martha at
636-294-3367, to let her know if you will be attending
this event.
Our February meeting will be on February 26th and we
will have Matt Flinner from the Better Business Bureau
speak to us on: “How Consumers can make smarter decisions and fight fraud.” Any questions, please call Martha
at 636-294-3367.

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY
Have you heard about the suffering servant? Our 6 week Lenten Bible Study will begin the week of January 21.We will
be discussing Isaiah, chapters 40-60. Three sessions will be available; Monday & Wednesday evening 7-8:15pm, and
Wednesday afternoon 1:15-2:30pm. Please call Bob or Liz Allmeyer at 636 240-8638 or email lizallmeyer@gmail.com
to reserve a session and a book.

St Francis . . . Pray for us
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POKER/BUNCO NIGHT FUNDRAISER
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St Vincent DePaul . . . Pray for us
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CHILI & FELLOWSHIP!!
To the AWESOME
Men of this parish:

♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Do you want to be a better husband, father, son,
brother, friend, and coworker?
Are you curious about getting more deeply connected
with your faith?
How about joining us on Monday, January 22nd,
starting at 7:00p in Parish Halls A/B?
Plan to enjoy some Chili then wash it down with a
cold one!
The CRHP community will be hosting and answering
any questions you might have regarding the upcoming men’s retreat weekend...Otherwise, just show up
to eat, drink, and enjoy the company.
Again, Food, Beverage, and Fellowship provided!

Save the Date!
Winter RETREATS – 2018!

Women’s Retreat:
February 10/11

Men’s Retreat:
February 24/25
A CRHP Retreat is a weekend retreat designed to
bring parish members together in Christ and emphasizes continued growth in Christian life.
During the weekend you will find love and
laughter, great food and friendship, and a
renewed sense of belonging to Assumption parish.

Give yourself a weekend you won’t forget.
Come and be spiritually renewed while enjoying

It Is Hard To Imagine That There Could Be
Any Life At the Other End Of Our Grief

awesome fellowship, making new friends, and

The Grief Support Ministry of Assumption Parish
cordially invites those of you, 18 years of age or older, who are grieving the death of a loved one, to our
SPRING GRIEF SUPPORT SERIES. Our first session will begin Thursday, February 15th, in the Meyer Room at 7pm. Father Joe Kempf’s video series,
“No One Cries the Wrong Way” will be incorporated into each session along with prayer, personal
sharing, biblical reflection and social time.

experience worth your time! It’s also another

To register for this Series or for any additional information please contact: Lynn Crews @ 636-294-0821
or lynncrew s721@gm ail.co m
REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS TUESDAY,
FEBRUARY 13TH 2018.

sharing faith with fellow parishioners. It is an
wonderful way to begin the New Year!

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
For the Women’s Retreat, please contact:
Laurie Berry at lauriepberry@gmail.com
(or call Laurie at 636-544-5522)
For the Men’s Retreat, please contact:
Bernie Stein at bernies4us@hotmail.com

St Vincent DePaul . . . Pray for us
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January 14, 2018 Second Sunday of Ordinary Time
1 SM 3: 3B-10, 19; PS 40: 2, 4, 7-10; COR 6: 13C-15A, 17-20; JN 1: 35-42
“Speak, for your servant is listening.” With those few words Samuel humbles himself and declares his loyalty and obedience to God. There are perhaps
for many of us challenges in those words. Initially Samuel responds: “Here I
am,” but thinks it was Eli who called him. The idea of being a servant and the
willingness to serve are what may be trials for us in terms of how we live.
Samuel does not recognize the voice of the Lord. That, too, may be a problem for us. First, we need to be listening. Are
we, or are we merely going through the motions? Responding to God with “Here I am” is a magnificent way to react to
God. It is not that God does not know where we are, but saying that can serve as a reminder to us that we are stewards,
servants to Him, and it implies we are prepared to hear what He wants us to do.
“Here I am” is said numerous times by those in the Old Testament including Abraham, Jacob, Moses, Isaiah, and by
Ananias in the New Testament. When Jesus says, “Come follow me,” as He does to us, do we hear Him, and even more
important do we respond… and do we follow?
In order to do that properly we have to be prepared to serve Him and others. Thus, like Samuel, we need to listen, and
then we need to serve. At a recent papal audience, Pope Francis said, “Love and charity are service, helping others,
serving others. When you forget yourself and think of others, this is love!” ~ Excerpts from: Catholic Diocese of Wichita

Mark Your Calendars Blood Drive Coming Soon
Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center will be in the Parish Center on
Sunday, January 28, 9:00am – 1:30pm. If you have not donated since December 3, you are eligible to donate at this drive. We will be accepting whole
blood and platelet donations at this drive.
Please contact Mary Anne Robinson at 636-541-2823 if you plan to donate.
You may also go to www.bloodcenterIMPA CT.org (use sponsor code 9007)
to schedule an appointment.
Mississippi Valley representative, Terry Deters, is also available to answer
any questions you may have about donating. He can be reached at 314-2914741 x 227.

Please pray for the repose
of the soul of:

Our Gifts to God and Parish
We are grateful to you for your presence, your participation,
and your financial support of Assumption Parish.

December 17, 2017
Envelopes & On Line

Loose
Total

July 1 - Dec 17, 2017

$
845,061
$
37,273
23,534
$
1,123 $
868,595
$
38,3964 $
Needed to sustain our mission 900,000

Loan Balance as of 11/30/2017: $1,886,330
It takes an average weekly collection of $36,000 to sustain our parish mission.
“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another
as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” 1Peter 4:10

Beverly Werts
Sister of Candice Mehmetli
Bud Kushins
Brother in law of Judy Horvath
Glen Kuhlmann
Brother of Ed Kuhlmann
Robert Moritz, Jr.
Brother of Carol Phillips
Sr. Mary Ann Eultgen, SCC
Sister of Pau Dubuque and
Aunt of Carolyn Dubuque

St Monica . . . Pray for us

January 14, 2017

All You Can Eat Breakfast

Immaculate Conception Parish in Augusta, MO—January 28, 8:00 am - Noon.
Adults, $8 / Ages 6-12, $3. Includes:
Pork sausage, baked ham, scrambled
eggs, biscuits & gravy, regular and potato
pancakes, baked apples, juice and coffee.

Queen of Hearts Raffle O’Fallon K of C

202 W 3rd St. O’Fallon, MO
Every Tuesday evening. Doors open at 5pm. Drawing at
7pm sharp. Raffle tickets are sold ($1 each), beginning at
5:00pm. Early Bird Special 6 tickets for $5 from 5-6pm..
Choose the Queen of Hearts and win the grand prize!
Thank you for supporting the O’Fallon K of C charities.

Immaculate Conception, Old Monroe - Cougar Travel

We are cruising out of New Orleans, Feb 25-Mar 3 and going to Washington DC April 12-18th. Call or email
Jean Folwarczny for more information. (636)566-8571 or heavenlythreads@gmail.com

CELEBRATION
OF THE MASS
Weekend Masses

Saturday

9:00am

Vigil
Sunday

5:00pm
8:00am
10:00am
12:00pm
5:30pm

(Motherhouse Chapel)

Daily Mass

Weekdays 6:30am
(Motherhouse Chapel)

8:00am

Morning Prayer
Weekdays 7:30am
Chapel

RECONCILIATION
Thursday 6-7pm (Chapel)
Saturday
4:00–4:45pm
BAPTISM
2nd and 4th Sundays of each month at
1:15pm. Required Preparation Class.
Call 240.3721 to register.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL
636.272.4758 (Helpline)
CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE
Those preparing for marriage should contact
the parish office at least one year in advance.
One party must be a registered member of
Assumption and living an active, practicing
Catholic life. Contact Christine at the Parish
Office, ext 325 (Tuesdays and Thursdays).
RITE of CHRISTIAN INITIATION
of ADULTS
(RCIA) Process through which adults are
initiated into the Catholic Church by Baptism or Profession of Faith. For information
Missy Lowrey 314.630.3983.
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION
Religious instruction in the Catholic faith.
Call 636.240.1020 for information or to
register.
CATHOLICS RETURNING HOME
For inactive Catholics returning to Church.
For more information call Steve King,
699.9961 or Dee King 734.3437.

MINISTRY OF CONSOLATION
For one-on-one grief support, contact Kris
Bohn at 636.795.2611, and for information
regarding our grief support series, which is
held twice per year, contact Lynn Crews at
294.0821.
OFFICE INFORMATION
403 N Main Street
O’Fallon MO 63366
636.240.3721 Parish Office
636.272.3838 Fax
Office Hours - Weekdays 8:30am–4:00pm
ASSUMPTION SCHOOL
Principal: Laurie Zaleuke
636.240.4474
BULLETIN NOTICES
Submit to Parish Office
(peggy.assumption@yahoo.com)
by Tuesday 9:00am
WEBSITE
www.assumptionbvm.org
facebook.com/@assumptionmedia
assumptionparish
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